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Board of Invoslmﬁ@]}coﬂvl}no}{it the .S, Kavel Alr Btatlon,

Moffett Pleld, galifornia, 18 August, 1942, to inquire into the landing
und deflation of the United Btates Navy pon-rigid airship L-8 in the Clty
of Daly City, State of Callifornia, which ocourred on the morning of

August 16, 1942.
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Fxhibit character of

i 1 Photostat&c goples of cover ©of the 1-8'8 ship loE Page
and pages for flight No. 112 and Flight of AUE. 16, 1942 Z

over of the 1-8's radlo 108 6

2 Photostatic oupica of © i
grom this log. [

¢or flight Ho. 112 also t¥o puges
the 16 -

3 copy of daily pon-rigld £1ight jnspeotion form [or
: -8, dated August 16, 1942,

A gopy ©of dally pon-rigid flight {nepection form for the 20

-8 deted August 14, 1942.

5 copy of daily pon-rigld fiipst inspection form for the 20

1-8, dated August 15, 1942. .

6 Copy of dnily weigh-off aheat for the airship 1-8, 20
dsted pugust 14y 1942
7 copy of dally welgh-off gheet foT the alrship -8 21 p
dated August 15 1942. B
8 Copy of dally ,uigh—-off shest for the airship L-8, 21 E
dated August 16, 1942. :
9 Letter rot damage to the 1-8 alrship bag by gores and 62 %{Q
patterns. 7 ' S
10 Drawing 66070-215 ngGeneral arrangement cf 7z alrship” 62 'f{
- ghowiny tears 1n envelope of the L-8. %f
n Letter settiﬁg.{orth nacessary ropaifa to the_L—B. 62 ?i
12 quarterly inapsctlon report -8 dated jugust 11, 1924. 63. f%
. . e
13 pacific Gas .pd Flectric Company's gtatement of cont 77 L
of repairs o overhead 1ines dumaged vhen the sirship e
L-8 deflated and landed. .
14 gtatesent of condltlona‘obaorved in cheoking radlo 9 ?é
jpegtallation of L-8 after the acoldent. _ £
15 Radio log for gp-32 for woffstt Field, colifornia, 80 :
deted August 16, 1942. if
16 Copy of letter red Report on gondition of hhe'L—ﬂii 82, ;i
engines. _ P
17 ¥aather obaervutions dat.d August 16, 1942, oovering 85
pericd 0700 to 1300. _
18 feather mup prepared gt tie United Stales Navel AT 35

gtution, Jolfett Field, californis, duted August 16,
194z, time 0530 |
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Moffett Field, Calilnrnia.
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Exhibit Character of __Evidenoce
Page
19 peuedo Adlabatic diagrem for 0000 August 16, 1942, 85
and 1200, August 16, 194%.
‘20 Yosther forecast, dated hugust 15, 1942 time 1200, 86
PNT, forecasting from the 15th to the 16th at 1800.
z1 Weuther forecaat dated August 16, 194, time 0730, 86
FRT ocovering perlod up to 1800 the 16th.
22 Chart Number 5402, Point Bur to San Francison, 93
plotting known w.nd reported positions of the 1-8
Auguat 16, 1942.

23 Photograph showing airship near San Fruncisco beach. 96
24 Redlo log (or Wing Control, Unitrd Btutos Naval Alr 99
Stution, Alameda, Celifornia, datsd August 16, 1942,

from 1200 G.C.T. to 2400 G.C.T.

25 Letter re: Damage to Fucific Talaphéne and Telegruph 99
Compeny'e lines when airship L-8 landed and deflated.

26 Photograoph of United Btuates Navy non-rigid alrship
-8, fully inflated.

27 Photograph showing port aide of United States Navy 99
non-rigid eirship L-8, partially deflated.

28 Photograph showing 'starboard side of the non-rigld 99
nirship L-8, partially detlated. ’

29 Photograph showing Unlted Stat:s Navy airship L-8 after 100
grounding, looking forward, port side.

30 Photograph showing the L-8 after grounding, looking 100
forwerd, starboard side. .

3 Photograph of the L-8 after groundlng, starboard side 100
of car.

32 Photograph 6f the 1-8 after grounding, port side of car. 100

33 Photograph of envelope of L-8 taken after return to 100




. 8. Raval sir Stution :392
Noffatt Fleld, Culifornia , .
Tuesduy, August 18, 1942,

" The board mat at 10 a.m.

" Proadent: s
Commander Francis B. Connell, DE-V({G) U.S8.N.R., senlor member; e

Commander Karl L. Lange, A-V{C) USHR, member)

1ieutenant Commender Volnoy C. Finch, USH, (Ret), member, upd T
Lisutenant (j.g.) Cuthbert N, Curris, I-V(8) USHR, recorder. L
The meﬁbers of the Lowrd were duly sworn Ly the reocrder.

The senior members of the board administercd the oath to the recorder,

The recorder introduced George Fiﬁlay Phillips, Junior, yoaaaﬁ
seoond class, V-6, USNR, um reporter. The prescribed cath was
adminlatered to the reporter, who took asut ss such,

The Convening order, Leveto prefixed,w:e reud and the two clerlcal
errors found thereln were corrceted us follows: page 1, pars,raph 1,
line 2z, "A-VY{N)}" was changed to read "A-V{G);" page 1, parugr.ph «, line &,
"CODEY was changed to reud "CODY.® ’

The board determined upon its procedure und declded to sit with
oclossd doors.

Lo

P T smg .
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f?if Ho witnesses not otherwise ccnnected with the investigaticvn were
- present.

The bosrd wnnounced that it would udjourn to the hangar at the
U, 8. Nuvel Air Btution, Moffett ¥ield, California.

Lomd
P

All wmembers, the reocorder and the reporter, ussembled in the hangar
and prooeseded to muke an inspeotion of the salvaged parts and equipaent 2
of the U.8. Kavy non-rigid alrship L-8. The board then, =t 11:25 a.m. i
took a recess until 1:30 p.m. at which time it reconvened in the board ’
room ut the U.8. Raval Alr Station, Koffett Fleld, Cslifornia. Present
were 1l members, the regorder and the reporter.

A witness, culled by the recorder cntersd, was iInformad of the
rubJeot matter of the inveatigution, wus duly swecrn and declared as
followa:

Examined by the recorder;

i, ¢. Btate your nsme, runk nd pressnt statlon.
A. {(eorge F. Wutson, Lieutenant Commander, USN, sttsched to
und commsnding Alrship Patrol Squsdron 32.

2. Q. Wug the U.B. Nuvy non-rigid Airship -8 under youwr ocmmand
on August 16, 19427 ' '
A. It wup.

3. Q. ‘Pleese glve us u brief history ol the L-8, purticularly with
reference to uny previous damage or injury up to the time of the take—off
on Sunday morning, August 16, 1942.

A. The L-B wus oripin:1ly erected :t Moiffelt Fleld on
February .3, 194, .nd :as test flcrn by r-presentntives of Lhe Goodyear
Adre:.:ft Compuny und was ncospted by me for the Navy on Murch 5, 1942.




The L-8 had 109%.5 hours in £light up untll the time cf the acoldent. Tua AR
L-8 hus been used principally on expeditlonury v.ses at Treasure Islind, RSO
‘Hatsenville and Los Angeles. The greuter pirt of her tlime shé lias been at Lo
Tressurc Island operuting from un expeditionary muat nnd befEE_;EEEEHEETGO S
: Moffett Fleld only for inspection, walnténance und cverhaul work. The L-8 KA
;raturnad from Los Angles tc MofTett Fleld August 11, 1942 and was glven 1ts FR
‘/monthly ingpection by the AZR Department of .the Naval tir Station, Wolfeti
fleld, California, on August lo, 1942, end wus sent to Tre:surae Islend Lo
'cporute from that ;GInt on August 13, 19&:, WITE Lleuteuant Frnest Cody as
" genlor aviator Im the gquadron unlt. We Lave expérienced no trouble with
the L-8 beyond the minor upkeep rsquirsments of un alrship operating frem .
an expeditionary base. The ship has always flown well and has a good repu-
tation for flying well. On Warch 13, 1942, the L-8 underwent a very ssvere
storm whils at the mast on Treasure Islsnd and successfully weathered the
gtorm with only minor damage. The airship was retwrsed to Moffett Fleld
under its own power, lnspectcd und suoh repairs as were reyulred aere muds.
The principal dumags to the ship at thut time wus to the two propellers
which struck the ground during the storm, repair of which progellers rae
attompted but they have not been sinue used. They are not the propellers
used on the ship mow, Other thun thut, there wus po dumsge of any ccnse-

quence to the ship. The L-B wus a new ship und unuged .t the time of 1its LS
orlginal erection at Moffett Fleld, CaIITUrﬁIET—diE!:;b of a atandard non- ::} ginon
rigld type desi ed in the Navy s ZNN, ocmmonly used [of tralulng pur- ' MRS
posés Hub aseipned to the squadron for obsé;;Ei;E@:ﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ:ﬁﬁiﬁﬁI'*EEE

purpsses dus to the lack ol Lhe lur utrol typ:s for assignment. The

TRATRLM A Yo e
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L-8 has 8 cuble gup content of 123,000 cubic feet. ® powered by two
ﬂQIEE§_§EEgg:ﬁgﬁxnh_hxpg_s0 enpines of 145 h.p. such., It carrled two
MiTKk 17 alroraft depth bombs, it hud fuel capucliy of 150 gullons, the fuel

load depending upon the miaplon und the ourr«ni IIft of the ship. .The orew
ocusigtod of a minimum of two psopls, one the command pilot. The ghip
frequently oarried an additional perscn diring the middle-of-the-day flights
when 1t had super-heat. The phlp wus approximntely 150 feet lohg and
approximately L7 leat ut muximum deumeter und was of stresmline shape. It
carried u J0-¢alibre sircrait free macline zun shich cowdd be mounted ut

the pilot!s dipecretion,” Under pormal condifiuns of louding, ti.e ship was
required to make &8 sataticully heuvy take-off. This wus the cugse on the
take-off for the [1ight on the morning of August 16. The normal conpumption
of fuel et crulsing npeeds wus twelve (12) gallons per hour und uir speed

of forty-three (43) kncts,

4.Q.Ploase ;ive us a orief stutument of ull the infurmution you have
concerning the tuke-off the L~8 mude on the morning of Sund.y, Augjust 16,
1942, upd its subsequent daflation and landing.

A. The airshlp L-8 depurted from Tre.sure Island «t 0603, PNT, with =
Lieutenunt Ernest D. Cody, : : Tt T gn (T) Churles E. Adams,
08N, attuched to the Nuvul Alr Stution, Moffett Fleld, California, us
pussenger [or a pnormul putrol jlixht s¢s rlight 101. The ship progeeded over
the Golden Gate und hLosded Bouthwesterly in the normal course for the
usalgned patrol™ At 0738 (all times ure Pucific War Time), the L-8, by radio,
gent to the Wing Control, a mussupe "Positicn four (4) miles Eust of
. Farellones--ptand by." This messuge wus received by the Wing Control. At
0742, the L-B sent a second message "Am investlg:ting suspiclous ofl-slick--
Bfulid by." This meg@ure—was—received by the Wing Control. At approximutely
-3 _08)7, Wing Control attumpted to contuot the L-8 by rudio unsuocessfully.
frem that time until 1120, when the ship w.:s ruported down, repeated attempts
By’fﬁifiiﬁﬁ—buntrol radio, by other alrcraft on the pame circukt, and by the
Trousure Island uirshlp ruiic unit, vere unsuccessfully mads tc ruaise the
1-8 by riudlo.) These utlempts were interceptcd by the sjuadron rudic watcn and
oo I wus informied of the fuct tiwt the L-8 wus cut of radio cvmmunleation at
T wbout 08<0. This cuumed me no particulur concern or apprshensicn us to the
T sufety of the ship :ince the weuther conditions were matisfeotory and I had
 ' complete confidence In Licutenunt Cody's leing uble to take care vf the i \
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] Hovever, I wus still under the im

“ s fur us e know he wus the firat percon {a Uie oar after ths Tinal landing.

sltuntion, However, lrom thia time ol wuLil aveue 2imo; & e oo .
telephone conversation with tlie Wing oper:tions officer, Lieutenunt

Commundsr Dartsch. KRone of us was apprelensive regarding the sufety of the
craw_or chip at this time slnce It wns not far yvmoved f{rom shore and wys in

ﬂ—“ﬁli—?ﬂPulatedﬁﬁgg_;:ggl_‘yDwevar, us u mutter of precsution, the ¥ing —
Control Offlcer directrd any . irecraft In the sums area who sighted the L-8,
to report_ita position. Tils messu.c was sent cut, I belleve, some time

batweon 0930 and 1000. At approximstely 1105, the Wing Control Offlcer
oulled me and told me thLel Em ATmy P-38 had slghtud the L-8 near Mile liock,

To qiggggg_£gg~g_moment, tie L-8, umier norm:l conditions, vcul i hive landed ‘
ut Tressure Islund, vt 1030, but ince he #as Mnown Lo ve inspecting suspl- 7
6IEEE_EBEEIE%EE;ﬁEEE_?IIh prénty of Tuel, ¥e Telt no concern ibeut his belng -
i BIIghtly overdus. When I Téoelved the ILlEFBaticn hie wes pe:r Hile Roek I
' WSsumed he waw proceeding Lo rcturn to Tre.sure Island. At this time we
werc prepurlaog the TC-14 [or a Take-ofl to sesrch the areu for the L-8. I
'phoned the Officer of the Deck of our Tresagure Igland unit, Ensign Ulrich,
and Informed him that we hed r celved rord tist the L-8 wus near Uils Rock,
und to keep = sharp lookout and {nl'orm me %hen the ship crossed the Gute and
that I would hold the TCG-14 for a few minutes, pending thut word. At this. A
time, Fnai,m Ulrick informed me had had just received wcrd by telephone from
some enlisted man thut the L-8 wae seen TYr land soull of the City of gan
‘,Francisco in a miszhupen eonditlon. T T
2

e e e e e,

5. Q. What was the time cn that? e
A. It was ubout™1115, sir. This was/tle Iirst repcrt'I had had that

the ship had actuslly wwen=pigiited over lend and I immedlutely terminnted my
conversation with Ensign Ulrick .nd recelved & cull from Wing Control,
informing me thut they had a report thut the ship hud landed at Fort Funaton
und thut the two persons in the ship hod disemburked., I directod oy
Executive Officsr to orgrnize o salvare party under the clarge of Lieutenant
R. J. Blair, USNR, to proceed to Fort Funston Ly selvage the ship. Befors
the sulvuje purty or I, myself could leuve the stulidn, we received a
[report]Trom Wing Control that Uhe ship had landed_and defluted ut 444
Bellaview Avenus, Daly Clty, California. I proceeded immedfuteliy for that
localion us did Lieutenunt Blair und the sulvuge purty, leaving ggg;éii“‘f“
FfeId with the impression thuat_the men in the ship ere at Fort_Funston. I  ;
wug thercfore somewhut surprissd und discodeert.d dpch urriv.l ot the scene
of the deflntion not to find Lieutenant Cody wid Fnsigh Adume_there. ~ ~ -~ ——
3 pression they had disemburked .t Fort

Funston :ndiWould irrive shortly. Lleutenunt Blair und the salvaga party
" arTlved(TE 12157 Upon urriv-l at the scene of the deflation I found thut

Enaipn Ulrich und Ensign Spragus had arrived u few minutes eurller from

Treasure Island. ‘Bprague had lkfediately (oue intc the car of the ship_and

8praiue talls mo he Tound bith fgnition switches on, the fuel wulves to two
of the fuel tanks opent. the enylnes, und ti.e rudio motor-yenerutor still
funning. BSprague turned the ignition switches off and turncd off the radio
nener.tor., We nude no fmmediste uttempt to ascertein tle damaye to the
ahip althouph 1t was o:vious that Lke.: wus only minor damage to the
structurul part of the ship and 1t wus expocted that the bag would be .
suverely torn ua 1s the normal situation in a forced landing of that nature.
i then procecded to ocull both my Exscutive Of:icer ut Moffett Fleld wund
Wing Control, to ascertain il there was further informution regarding the
crow of the ship. Neither hed any Informatisn regarding tie orew of the

ship other thun the rumor that they were t Fort Funston and that no
verification or s'enial hud been ob{uined up to that time. There were slsoc

present .t the acene of the uccident an officer from Public Relutions,
Lieutenunt Comm:nder Redlick, an officer frem ile Diastrict Intelligenoce
0ffice vhose name I failed to obtuin, und an Enalgn from the Coust Guard
from Bouth Bun Frunclacc Coust Guard Stutlon. I asked the Publie Felaution
und Intelligence officers to please kesp me informed on any informatlon
they mlght obtuln regarding the location of the crew or the movements of 1
the shlp. B8hortly thercafter word was received from meverul sources that

b My -
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the ship had touched in the vicipity of the Lakeslde Country Club neur the L
beach. The starboary depth charge wus missing from the ship, obviously '
having been disloocated by u blow so thot s scarch was lnstituted to locate
this depth charpe. This scurch wus made under the dircction of Lisutenant
8t. Clalre, U.S.N., an Assist.nt P.trol Offlicer from Sun Frinolsoo. eut.
St. Claire had .t his dlsposal spproximstely 40 man, which force was supple-.
mented by 40 men from the Naval Alr Stutlon , Moffett Field, und ubout 50
men from the U.3. Army Post nearby. The bomb wus located at aubout 1500,

neur the apot whers the ship had !irst hit ihe ground. The bcmb wus taken
into custody by sn Army Bomb Démdlitlon Group znd ls still in their ocustody.
'I.cun get that buck mny time we want 1t. At this time sever.l reports had IR
come in through vurloua sources to indicate thut the siip hud definitoly. R
hit on & beach near the Lakeside Country Club, dislodging the bowb and againm - | ..o
taken to the air, miking its only other contuct with the ground at the point /i | -

N bty

of finsl deacent. The moat rclisble informetion (und alsc substuntiited by
several witnesses) wup convincing thut no one was in the ship nt the time it
.first touched the shore. I immedintely cuntacted Wing Centrol to find what
steps were belng tuken tolinstitute & seurch ut sea, I wae informed that the
eirships TC-13 and TC-14 were both in the areu searshing, und four 0820
Plunes hud buen disputohed for speciul pesroh in wddition to #ll other
alreraft in that area directed to be ulert ond that the Comm.nder Putrol
Force and Coust Guurd were dlspatchlng u number of surface eraft to joln
the pearch. Up until thig time I had besn ocovinced that the orew had
etayed with the ship until ite first contact with shore, as this would be
the expect:d procedure sven though the engines had failed previcualy. The
selvage of the ship being about completed nt about 1600, I proceeded to the
Wing Control Center at the Naval Alr St.tion, Alameda, as a central looation
to keep myself informed of the progress of the search and to ba svuilable to
the Wing Commodore if he desired ma. I found that all stops poseihls were
being teken to make a thorough search both ashors and eflont and from the
alr with al) available oraft .nd personnel. This search continued by
ulroraft until darkness set in und the visibility und celling lorered to the
point where the alrcralt coild no longer assist. The gurfuce search was
continued «nd auimented .pnd 1g still continuing. The aircruft search has
aen resumed during ull pericds shen light, ceiling wund vislbllity permitted.
A complete .nd thorough search wag mide over all territory whera there was
any faint possibillity that personnel might be ushore. It was agreed thut
this search hud been adequate :nd complete and could be digcontinued as an
organized search at sunset on August 17, 1942. Up until the present time we
have hud no Indicaticn of nien, whers or why the personnel abundomned the
airship, vt TR e - faiiinhio Aol

6. Q. Perhaps I overlooked It, but ¢id we have anything covering the
orders for this flight? Are those issued by you?

A. The procedure followed in muking flights from the outlying
buses, Treasure Islund speoifically, was thut the sentor aviator would
consult the loonl weather authorities &t Treusure Islend und would obtain
clearunce there for the flight direotly from Wing Control. At the sume time
the squadron officer of the deck at Moffett Fleld was directed to copsult
the loeal Aerologlosl Foreosat Offider one-hulf hour prior to such flight
und 1f, for eny reason, the flight was not oconmidered advisable, to notify
me mnd to hold the airship on the ground. Otherwiss, the guestion of when
to tuke cff and the advisabllily of tuking off wus left to the disc:etion
of the senior avintor at Treasurv Island, ws regulated by clearance from
Wing Héntrol. The weather conditions vary so much looally within this area
thet It was frequently impructicable for us to tell at Moffett Field
whether it was advisable for him to fly .t Tressure Ipland. He had adequate
means to obtuin all weather iInformation. We could cheek him from here if
nccessury. lle oulled to recelve proper clsurznce for the fllght. The
operationul orders for the L-8 are umsiyned by Wing Control duily, usually
by phone, supplemented by mufficlent written informstion .s is required for

speclal missions. |
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7. Q. What is the usual course of patrcl of tls L-87 : _ y

A. The L-8 wug rrgtrioted to un sres 50 mlles in radius from the I

Golden Gate. Its ordinary. p:trol wus to proceed from the Gute toc the
Farallones, to Point Reyes, to Montara, to the Gate and repeat us cften as

practicable.
2. Q. Whot }a the usual wltitude of flipght by the L-82

A« The altitude wap generally reguluted by the ¢eiling., The ship
ut the time hud a pressuro height altitude . approximetely 2100 feet in
order thut it might climb on top of norm.l overoust. Tua prussure helght .
sltitude of an airship is tiut sltitude to which Lhe cirship may rise
without necessity for vulving helium. This 1s .enerclly the repgulating
altitude for operutions, slnce it 1s not crdinurlly desiruble to vulve

helfum in [light.

9. Q. Whut would ba the normal procedure if the engines of a atilp
comparable to the L-B8 falled? - .

A. The uccepted practice in iny .irshlp whose engines fuil and over
whilch you lose dynamic gontrol is to rusort to static control or free
ballooning. If the ship is stutically light, you must velve helium and
reguin stutlc equilibrium upnd attalin conatant altitude us quickly as
possible. I the ship 1a statioslly heavy, this me.ns you must drcp weight.
Another consideration ls that it 1s necessury to keep prisasure in the ship
in order that 1t may retoin its shape and proper load distributicn. It may,
therefore, e neces:ary to increi.se your altitude in order tc tuild up pres-
surc from time to time.

_10. Q. TWus there any evidence when ycu saw the ehip thut the ship was
statloally controlled &t all?

A. No, nothing pusitive .nd nothlny even convincing. The only
welght on the ahip which might 'huve toen dropped wus fuel from the dump
tank., We cannot be swro whether or not t11s was sumped since the fuel
Irom this tunk was nccident:lly w.lved during the sulveie operutions.
There, hLovevur, remained consider.ble disposible welght in the ship whieh
was not used. Therc wna additional fuel that onuld have uveen diopped and
the depth charges could have veen dropped in un unurmed condition. The
vurious loose walghts on the car eould have been disposed of.

il. Q. In your opinion would the L-8 have been m.nageable us a free
bulloon nfter the atoppuge of both enylnes?

A. Yes sir. I consider this 1s definitely so und preved by the
fact that the L-2, even without a pilot, made u landing ahiech would mot
have killed its personnei had they remuined with the ship. Further, the
fact there wus consi.er.ble disposable welght remuinlng in the ship would
make it possible and even -iesirable to continue the operation of the
airship as free billooning, even though the engines had fulled and this
would be thie normul procedurs. The frobt that tus slip had lost its shupe
is due to the loss of prespure in tie ship .s in a non-ri il ship of this
type, the pressure ls repuluted In order to keep its slapa, there being ’
no structure contulned inaide the baug for th.t purpose .nd while the lome
ol' shupe created o somewhat dungerous situstlcn in thit 4t throws the load
of the car and its equipment intu comcentrated polnts rather thun the
jroper distribution through the top of tie Lug when the ship 1s in its
norm:l shape, it ip usually considersd possible to fly the non-rigid
sirships us tree balloons, for consideruble perlods of time, even though
it Le ul atmospheric prescure and the bay ccusiderubly misshupen. The
indications are that the alrship hud not lost « coneideravle amcunt of

N o




- !

PN T o
i / | ‘ i] |-'rr'
te I.Ir fl ‘1 ’ l!

hellum during this f1ight although 1t is my cpinion thit ut some time it
went over prussure heipht wnd some helfium wus vulved cousing its first

known descent at the beach. .

4

12, Q. In your opinion would relezse of the two depth bombs have
adequately compensuted for the presumed loss of helium und huve permitted
continued fres ballooning with the two craw memberg aboard?

A. Yes sir. It is my opinlon that tle ghip should have been

near equilibriwa ut 0730--1ts lust reported position--due to the expendi-
ture of fuel und the heuting csused by the rising spun und that any remain-
ing heavincss could have Leen compenseted for easily by valving fusl from
the dump tank. Thls would have been & betier and more ressonable method
since this fuel could be dropped in regulated umcunts. The dropplng of =
3<5-pound welight from a ship this size nould huve likely cuuped the ship to
rise rapidly and would have complicated the problem of getting the ship into

static equilibrium.
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13. Q. Did inspeotion following sulvape indlcate whether or not the
depth charges could have been releuged in [light?

‘ A+ The sturboard depth charge ruck, as previsusly deseribed, had
been distorted :nd the depth charge torn uway foreeably on first contuot
with the beach. The port depth charge wes in pl:ice and was removed by
operution of the bomb relesse whleh.functioned ln normal fushion.

14. Q. Who hug custody of the rudio snd ship logs of the L-87

“A. I huve these documents in my cuptody. Here they nre., These
logs were found in the L-2 after its [inul landing and wers delivered to
me intact us I now present theam.

(Photoatatio copies of cover of the L-8's ship log and pages
for flignt No, 112 snd flight of August 16, 194<, are uttuched hereto und
marked "Exhibit 1". Photostutlc coples of vover of the L-8's radic log
snd two puges from this log for fllght 112 are attached hereto ::nd marked
"Exhibit zn) .

15. Q. From iLhe reporis you have received, could you express an
opinion ss to the course of & iip during n riod of time from
departure until {t defluted nd landed in Daly City? -

A. Yes, we have reports indlouting that the ship proceeded
directly from the Golden Gate to the point four miles Eust of the Farullones
48 iis reported position ut 0738. The shlp was mext 8l.hted by Pan Aderican
Clipper pilot Richarde, who reported sighting the 1L-8 ut 1049. The :
CIipper reported "Over t ite Bridee. The L-8 loocated at a pomi-
tion three miles south und one mile off aliore from the Golden Gate Bridge
at un altitude of 800 to 1000 feet.® The pilot reported he notlced nothing
cbviously wrong with the ship st that time. I huve previcusly st.ted that
the Army P-38 alrplune reported this ship near Mils Rock at 1053. It ’
appears that this position was orly gquite spproximste. At about 1100
Navy 0820 airplune reported the L-8 at a position three nileﬁ‘!iﬁf?ﬁf
Balada Beach, This was only an lpprBiIEEE3"E3EIEEE%:__EE;~EITEEE-§?_£he

"NdVy PlEfie stated he_saw the ship rise through the overcust at aboiit 2000
feot and then shortly thereafter descend and nothing in the phipts action
af that time indfcated To him that the ship wus not in controlled flight.
These are the only udditional reports that we have which have any flavor of
suthentiolty and the position of the ship between 0743 and 1049 has not _
been established. We have inquired to obtuln any records made by the Army
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radex atatlon which might give further indication of tie ship's movepsnts
durlng this Intervening period. Those rocords have not yoi bean receivad.
Further requcsts huve been zade to the Port Dirsstor, Coust Guard -
e suthorities at the Harbor Entrence Control Post, asking that ti.ey make .
i inquiry from ull surfuce craft who afght have been In thut arca during this
N . time. No reports have been received from thess sources up to the present.

tlf 16. Q. Do you khow the static condition of the ship on the
particular morning in Guestion?

A. It mus reported to Re by Ensign Ulrich, who was in charge of .
the ground party, that the ahip wus 200 pounds  ptutically heavy ut the tuke-
off on the morning of August 16.- This 1g well within the limits which we
have estublished for the L-typs ship as u stutic heuviness of 600 pounda
i allowed when conditions requirs.

17. Q. ¥®het armament wig aboard thg L-g8 on the morning of Avguet 16,
19441

A. The ship was losded with two M.rk 17 Mop, 1 alveruft depth
churges, welght 325 pounda’ euch, one 30-0alibre free airer ft mschine gun,
w:ight 31 pounis and 300 rounds of ammunition, welght 254 pounda,

18. Q. Whst disposuble bullast op equipuent wus abourd the L-8 whan
she took off on Augugt; 167 _
Co . A. The moat;recdily disposuble bullust wue the 50 gullons of gus
} in the dump tunk representing e weight of 300 pounds, and this w:s the
normil method of 11;ht¢n1ng ship when required. The next most readily
disposibla welght was the depth charyges, euch welghing 3.5 pounds and
which could be safely dropped in tha un.rmed condition. Qther wolphts--
the machine ;un could be uged for ballast, uwlso the bittery, particulurly
after becoming exhousted, 1a considered ready ballast--chnirs, radio
squipment and even purachutes may be uged when olroumstunces dictate,

19. Q. What emergency squipwent was sbonrg the ship at tie tine
of take-off? -

k. The ship was equipped with thrae GAC parschutes. The ship
wag 8lso equipped with three standard inflatenbls 1ife belte which were
usudlly donneqd by the crew-—one for euach--before leuving the share line.
The ship was squipped with & {four-man influtssble rubber boat. The ship
Lo ulmo ecarried a Very plstol with amounition, a signul 1ight, a loud-upoaking
S horn, in addition to its radto equipment, and a resenve lubricating ofl
SR supply. ‘The emergendy rations were not normally carried in thesa smull
A : ships pince they ware usuilly operating over congested aress. A pmall tool
g kit gnd a standard Navy firat-ni{d box were csrried.

20. Q. MWhat, if any, of thig squlpment you just listed wus misalng
at the time the ship landed at, Daly City on Bunduy, August 167 Sy

The ooly 1tems which did not remuin in the ship vere two
Ao of the 2ife Preservers which were assumed Lo be worn by the two offiocers in
S the ship. fThe purachutes und hurnesses, life bouts und other items of
- equipment were (found Intuct snd wnused 1n their normal looutions i the auip.

<l. Q. Were al1 the tools in tye tool kit?

i A. 1 em not positive. This Informutson, I Lbelleve, can be more
oo positively iven uy Ensign Spragus, .o 1a Syuadron sselstant Enginser und
: +ho #mude the firat inspeotion of the car unl I am sure will inow what tools

were carried :nd what tocls remainad.
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22, Q. What #as the condition of the 1-8 ut-the time you zrrived
at the scane of the ship vhers 1t landed in the ptroet?

A. The gas bug wes completely deflated. The cur was resting
on its stern end approximately 60 dégrees inclined up. The starboard
cngine had struck the ground at some point und there wag a oonsiderable
amount of dirt ond leaves stuck inaide of the cowling and between the
cylinders, The starboard depth char e was missing with the sturbourd depth
charge rack dished in und the !andling ruil in the wuy of the sturboard
depth charge considerubly dished in. A small defléction in the lungeron
opposite this point. The starboard propeller sesmed to be oompletely
undamaged. The port engine wus undapaged as far as could be seen by vlsual
inspection. Ths port propeller hud one tip slightly bent, cppurently due
to the soruping along the roudway. The port depth oharge remained in plaos
on its raok. The oar showsd evidence of contrct with high-tension wires
which were known to have baan knocked down on its final depoent, The fing
had obviously suffered only minor damsge und were atill sttuched to the bag.
The ship was removed in lts entirety to Moffett Fleld where o more thorough

inapection has bLeen madse,
23. Q. Who wus 1n charge of the Sélfage operations?

A. Lleutenant Mowland J. Blair was in charge of salvaging the
ship at Daly City and s the Flight Maintenance 0fficer of the sgquadron
is now in charge of inspecting, raconditioning snd erecting the ship for
further service. Lisutepant Blair will, in this process, make u complete
und detalled record of the damare suffered by th.e airoruft and the time and
approximste gost of returning Lt to service.

24. Q. Did the conditlon of the propellers. indicete definitely
_whether the engines wers ruuning or stopped at the time of {ina}l landing?

A. I am convinced thut the eniines were stopped st the time the
ship made its final landing, although the switches werc un aend there was
fuel conneoted to the enginss. The totul time on these engines—the port
engine had 4125 hours and the starboard engine #90.4 hours. The time since
the last major overhsul--port engine, 488.7 hours, starboard engine, 240.9
hours. The sngines wars normally run 700 hours between mujor overhauls.

25. Q. Have you experlenced any engine fallures aince iaut overhsul?

A. We have lizd no engine stoppage since last overbaul. The only
casualty suffered was the breaking of the starter housing on the sturter
engine but the reasona for this were found and correctsd. This trouble
was minor and would not stop the engine.

26. Q. 8inoe the ghip wus salvuged, hus aiuy check been made with
refarence to fuel in the ship us to whether or not any foreign substance
was present? '

A. The main fuel atrainer was examined by the Enginsering Officsr
and ulso the two oarburetor fuel strainer was examined by the Engineering
Officer snd also tha two carburetor fuel strainers., Only a slight trace of
water was found and by no mesns enough to indicate that thie might be the o
csuse of un engine sioppage. This inspection wus made under the direction
of Lieutenant (J.g.) L. E. 5tillwell, U.S.N.R. o
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27. Q. 5ince the palvuge of the shiﬁ has been returned to Moffett
Field, has any test or check been made to the radio equipment on board.

A. The radio equipment was cheoked immediately upon return to
Moffett Field for frequencies and the tranemitters and both receivers were
found properly set on the assigned fraquenclea for this flight. A freah
battery was placed in the ship snd both the transmitters and recelvera wers
tested for operation and were found to operate patisfectorily and in normal
faphlon. As part of the test, after return to Molfett Fleld, the ship's
battery having been found in a near-exhausted oondition n fresh battery ¢
was placed in the ship and the radio trunsmitter and the two radlo
recelvers wars turned on und tested for sorrect operation. All parte.of the
radio squipment, exoept antennae (whioh hud been torh sway during the
doflation), were found to be operating normally.

28.- Q. Can you explain the olont;ioul system of the L-8?

A. The eleotrical systeam of the L-8 conalsted of ons 15-vclt
dirsct current, 25 smperes caepacity main engine-driven generator mounted
on the port engine. A 34-ampere hour, 12-volt battery floated on the
generator. The eleoirical load consisted prineipally of the radloc and
loud-speuking syatem, plus the englne starters when used, nnd the running-
1ight load at night, I may add, the problem of electrical supply hes
always besn one of considerable concern in the operation of these small
ships. Whenever practicabls, the engines were started on the ground
with shore batteries in order that the ship's battery might be fresh after
" take-off. In ordinmary flipght, nnd with normal use of radio and loud-
speaking equipment, the generator waos adeguate to oarry the load. . Homaver,
any oranking of the engine lmmediately presanted o problem and a critical
problem, because of the faot that these engines were not equipped with any
type of hand starter. If an englne falled in the air it had to be started
slactrically or else it could not be started at all. It was standard
doctrine in operating the L-type ship that should the englnes fzil, a radio
transaiagion of position nnd ciroumstunces should be made before the
battery might become exhausted due to repeated attempts to start the engine.
The loud-spesaker pystém oonslsted essentlinlly of & standard Bogen type
audio amplifier with a vibrator sourse of supply sctuating a email four-
inoh loud-spsaking horn. This equipment was used to communicate with
surface craft who would not be contacted by radioc. The electrieal require-
wents of this system were approxim.tely 12 amperes which, «8 oun be seen, 1s
s rather hesvy load for ths electrical aystea. The aystem was found
turned on but only in the "stand-by" condition. With only the stand-by
switch on, the mmplifier drawas two {2) ocompletely off exaept when ita use
is required. However, due to looation ot the amplifier and its switches,
acoldental turning on of this equipment waa frequently caused by move-
ments of the pilot'e and co-pilotts fest. It is therefors impossible to
say thut the amplifier had been deliberutely placed in the stand-by
condition. .

29. Q. What was the oondition of the battery? .

A. The battery was found to be in & near-exhausted condition,
though not to the point of being sulphated. We have no means of detsrmin-
ing whether there was sufficient energy remaining to orank an engine but

4 1a conpsidersd doubtful whether the battery had encugh energy to elther
ik the engine or to operate the radlo transaltter for normal or even
“ially normal output. '
. The battery alons would allow at leust ten (10} short |
tsgions of mesmages by radio without difficulty--that im, without
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30. Q. What was the condition of the internal snd externsl catennry
system?
A.The entire catenary system was found undamaged and will be
‘iomediately used again. The gas vaives and sir velves were found
undamsged and suitable for immediste use. The cnly part of the bag

that was known to be torn bBefore contact at final landing was the

ceiling or fairing strip around the stern of the car in between the bag

and the car where small fabria strips ars laced usually to the top of the

oar and then glued to the bag and ve are posltive that the fairing sirip ,

had pulled away from the bag and 1% still remained on the oar. I think .
that is to be expeoted. That has no structural function and 1s placed ,
‘prinoipally for the pake of appearance. The gas dump valve was found in P
normal operuting condition and was inadvertently operated, during the )
salvage of the ship. Further tests have indicated it was in its normsl

condition. ) _ . f o

31, Q. What was the oondiiion of the instruments?

A. The instruments wera given only visual inspection and all were P
undamaged. The clock was still opernting and keeping correct time. We L
also ran continulty test on magneto switches .nd the fuel circulta were R
complete. -t . - ' .

32, Q. Has nny cheok or exumination been made of the enginss of the
L~8 or is any antloipated? . ~

A. Only visual inspesction is possible at the present time at
Molffett Field. The englnes have been ment today, August 18, to Puoifie
Air Motors for inspection and disassembly. Lieutenant (j.g.) Stillwell,
the 8quedron Junior Fnyineering Officer, will be pressnt during the
dipasgembly of theee engines and will attempt to determine what, if any,
part of the engines were 1n improper condition or did not funoction

properly. _
33. Q. What digposition of salvaged parts of the L-8 1s contemplated?

A. A1) parts of the alrship, with the exception of the gas
envelope, are being inspectsd und overhsuled where found nsoeszsary and
will be used with a wpare gus envelope now available here, to ussemble and
eroct the L8 for continued service. It ia expected that the ship will be
returned to ssrvice about Beptember 1, 1942. The gas: envelops is being-
turned over to the Naval Air Station, Noffett Fisld, California, for
inspection and recommeéndation as to disposition..

34. Q. From your examination of the ship ufter landing at Daly City,
or any other subsequent examination, did you find any evidenoe that the
oar or any portion of the ship had touched the water?

A. No., 1 perponally inspeoted the car and lower fin very carefully
for evidence of salt water. I am positive that the bottom of the car was
at no time in contaot with the zea. The lowsr fin showed some #all deposit
but it le oy opinion that this may have bheen oaused froa being mocored at
Trensure Ieland where the constant beat of spray very likely caused
conslderable salt deposits around the ship. On the pord side of the .car
there was definite indication of salt water having been splashed at a point - :
Just above the depth charge. 'The bilges of the ship end the various openings Fooe
in the lower pert of the car were dry and still contained duat whick oould ~
not have existed had the car touched the water. Further; had the lower . -
fin dipped, there would have been a sufficlent ccllection of salt tdtérliﬁ o
the bottom of the fin %o clearly show proof. No salt water was found thets!

rapy
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35. Q. Have you received any reports indicating voice contact with
surfact craft?

A. No, in fact we have roceived no reports from surface craft of
either visusl, volce or radlo ocontact. The vislon wap sufficlently good
on that morning that it should liave been seen by eraft normally operating

in thet viginity.

36, Q. With referencs to the personnel in the L-8 on this particular
morning, about how long have you known Lisutensnt Cody? - ‘

. As I have been ncquainted nith Lisutenant Cody for a perlod of
aboub one year. Lisutenant Cody has been under my command for the last

six months.

17, Q. From your observation snd contacts with Lieutenant Cody, what is
your opinion conoerning his ability as a pilot? .

Ae I definitely consider Lieutenant Cody to be one of .the moat
capable pilots and one of the most able. officers under my command., He has
garved us senlor aviator of the Treasure Island Unit for considerable
periods of time during the last elx montha. He has olwaye displayed keen
intelligence, unusually sound judgment and has my complete confidences He
was of & gquiet, taciturn puture, in no way inolined to be exoitabls or -

4o lose his hend under pressure., I have witnessed his sctions during
hazardous operations and know that he reacts calely, quickly and efflolently.
My lack of concern for the mafety.of the ship during the pericd which it was
unreported on the morning of August 16, was based entirely oo my complete
and utmost confidence in Lieutenant Cody's ability as a pllot to safely and
correctly handle his ship. Lieutepant Cody was qualified as Navul Avictor
(kirship) snd designated on December 31, 1941, He hus 758.3 hours of time
as & pllot of non-rigid airships. He is partioularly qualiffied in the
L-typs of ship nnd was particularly familiar with the 1~-8, since that is the
ship which he normally had in his charge at Treasure Inland, His flight lcog
shows 393.7 hours in the Letype airship. Lleutenant Cody wan completely
familiar with the territory aver which he was operiating ss he has been
operating continuscusly om patrol over that area for the last six months.

38. Q. How long have you known Ensign Adams ond what is your opinion
concerning his experience and imowledge conoerning the operatlon and
malntenance of airships? )

A, I have known Ensign C. E. Adams for approximately ten years
during his service as an enlisted man and more recently as a warrant and
commissioned officer. Ensign Adams was an able and competent man in his
rate and most thoroughly experienced im airship maintenamce aund operation.
As sn enlisted man 1t was not poseible for Adams to be a pllot. EHowever,
in company with a great many other of our airship enlisted mem, he had
wide experience in‘ the control of non-rigid airships in flight. After .
receiving his commnission, Adams expressed a desire to continue his
appociationg with airships and eventually to be designated a Nawal Aviator:
(Mrship). I considered this most desirable considering him a splendid man
for an M.hk. He was flying am a passenger with Lieutenant Cody for the
purposs of familiarizing himself with the yarious typés of sirships emd -
operations, heving just previcusly made meveral flightam in the larger typss
of alrships at Moffett Field, His flight log shows he has Z,281.5 hours '
of flying time in airships of nll kinds. _ -

11~ g
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. 39. Q. Have you sny opinion as to the couse of this ncoldent?

A. Mo, sir. HNothing that I have been able to dlpcover hus givoﬁ .

me any grounds to f{orm a rensonable opinion as to the sequence of events,
why the airship was abandoneéd, or what happened te the personnel, I canm
only reiterate my confidence 1n Lisutensnt Cody and my continmued confidence
that his mctions were well considered ones at the tlme.

s

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make
sny, further statement covering anything relating to the gubjeot matter of
the investigation which he thought should be a matter of record in comneo-
tiop therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous
gusstioning.

The witness.stated thut he had pothing further to say.
The witnass was duly warned and withdrew,

The board then, ot 4125 p.i., adjourned wntil 10:00 ‘.n.
August 19, 1942, .




OLUUND DAY

U. 8. Rawal alr Stﬂztion’
¥offett Field, California,
Wednesday, August 19, 1942.

The board met at 10 a.m.
Presentt

Commander Frencis B, Connell, DE-V)G) U.8.M.R., senior member:
Commander Karl L. Lange, A~V(G) USNR, member; _

Lieutenant Commander Volnsy C. Fimoh, USN (Ret), member and
Lieutenant (j.g.} Cuthbert B. Currie, I-V(8),.UBNR, recorder. ,
George F. Phillips, Junior, yeoman pecond class, V-6, USNR, reporter.

No witnesses not otharwise connected with the investigition were
present.

The record of proceedings of the first day wers read and approved,
Lieutenant Commander Georges F. Watson was recalled to review his testimony.

The bosrd then, nt 11145 a.m,, took a recess until 1;30 p-ti. at whioch
time 1t reconvensd in the board room, U.8, Naval Alr Station, Roffett Field,

California.
Present: All the members, the racorder and the reporter,

A witness, called by the recorder, entored, was informed of ths subject
matter of the investigation, was duly sworn in declared as follows.

Fxamined ﬁy the reoordesr;
i l. Q. Btats your name, rank and present station.

: A. L. R. Ulrich, Enasign, USN., sttached to and serving with 2p
3quadron 32, Moffstt Field, California,

2. Q. Where were you stationed on the morning of August 16, 1942¢
A. I wes attached to the Treasure Island unit of the Squadron 7P-32,
3+ Q. How long had you been theret .
' A« I had been there thres (3) dayes.

L4

4« Q. Are you a qualified pilot?

A- _Ie" I lﬂ-
S5« Q. Where did you obtain your training?

A. I started training first of July, 1941, a% Lakehurat, New Jerpay,
and I was qualified Nuval Aviator {Airship) on the 30th.of January, 1942,

6. Q. Durlng your recent tour of duty at Treasure Ialand; did you
fly the 1-82

A I flew it approximately three times :nd was uchodulid for the
next filight fo;loning that in which the accident ocourred,

]
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7. Q. When did you last fly the L-87

A. On the svening flight of the 15th of August, 1942, previous
te the accident.

8. Q. Would you pleass state how the ship handled during that £1ight--
the length of the flight and any other pertinent information concerning

that flight?

A. The length of the flight was appraximately three amd one-half-
(2}) hours and no difficulties ware noted st thet time with the exception
of the Tphone Jack on the pilot's side., It waz defaotive in such a manner
a8 to give the pilot the impremssion that the radio wams working intermitienily,
though actunlly the radio was functioning properly, but. a loose conneotion
in the 'phone jack ocaused the pilot's ear phones to cut out, Lieutonant_
Cody wus awars of this oonditfon. !

J» Q. 0n your flight in the L-8 on August 15, 1942, did you have any
communiontion by radio with any shors stationst

A. Yea, sir,
10. Q. How were you certain thut your messages got throughy

A. The acknowledgment from Navy Treasure, repsating my message
verbatim back to me was proof that they had received it.

11. Q. How Dany mesgages ddyou transmit from the 1~8 on your flight
of August 15, 19427

A. Thres (3) momsages, sir.

12. Q. How Rany of these measages weras ;oknowladgo by the shcrs station?
A. Three {3), sir,

13. Q. 411 three?
A. Yes, pir,

14+ Q. Then what vould be Jour comment, Mr, Ulrich, om your last sotry
ia the redio log {Exhibit 2), on that date?

A. I would say it was a misjudgment on my part of the actual
condition of the radio equipent.,

15. Q. Is 1t correct, then, to say that your entry wnp made us a result
of not knowing about the condition of this jsck?

A, Yga,Sir.

16. Q. Are you, then, satisfied that as far as trunsmiseion was
concerned, your radlio wug funotioning normally on that flight?

Fl

A. Yosu, air,

17. Q. Did you make & oeiling cheok of the ahlp on your flight of
August 159 . )

A. No, mir,
18. Q. What wes the welgh-off of the ship on this partioular flight?

A My flight o.f August {@ QD HU \1'( ' :;'*.
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19. Q. Your fiight of August 15. .h ,

A. The ship was approximately 100 pounds heavy.
20. Q. At take-off.

A. Yos, sir--at teke off.
21. Q. Did you ume the loud speaker cm this f1ight?

A. Ko, sir.

i 22, Q. Mr. Ulrich, were you present at the take-off of the 1-8 from '
freasure Island on the morning of Sunday, August 16, 19421

A« YoB, sir,
23, Q. Ia what capacity were you then acting?
A. I soted as Ground Handling Officer,

24. Q. Could you ptate what was the gtatlo condition of the L-8 on
this taks~off. ) :

A. The static condition of the L-8 at tuke-off map approximately
two hundred (200) pounds heavy.

25. Q. Was that normal?
A. Yes, sir, that was normul for our operations.
26, Q. Who was aboard the L-8 at take-off on the ﬁorning of August 16,
o A. Lieutenant E. D. Cody énd ¥nsign C. E. Adams.
27. Q. Who was acting as pilot?
. A. Lieutenant Cody, sir.
28. Q. Did you check the equipment prior to take-off7
A. No, sir, it was customary for the pilot to check the equipment,

29. Q. Did you note how wany parachutes, harnesses and 1ife belts
nere aboard at teke-off on thla data?l

" A Ko, sir.

30. Q. Were you aenio% ground offlcer ot Treasure Island on the
mnorning of Auguat 16, 19421

A. Yes, sir.

31. Q. I show you daily non-rigid flight inspestion form for the non-
rigld airship L-8 ss of August 16, 1942.- Can you ldentify this fira?

A. Yog Bir,
12, 0. Are you oustodian of this form? {Exhibit 3).

A. Yes, sir,
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330 Q. What 1s 1t?

A. It 18 the dally non-rigid flight inspection foram the L-8 uses,
dated 8/16/42 end signed by Lieutenant Cody ss the pllot scoepting the
aircraft for flight, also signed by the rigger end the msohanic who mads -
the inspection of the airship as of that date. The rigger's nome, signed EOR
on the form is Mazsy, C. K., and the mechanic!s name, A. A. Schreiber, Lo

’

’ Daily non-rigid flight inspection form for ths I-8 dated
August 16, 1942, wap submitted to the Board and was recelved as evidence

and marked MExhibit 3%.)

. NOTE: The original form was returned to Squadron ZP 32 and a i
copy is apponded hereto, marked WExhibit 3.0 :

34. Q. From an examination of this form (Exbibit 3) what does it 4
show with reference to 1life juckets and paraschutes on board the L-b
on the morning of the take-off on August 1é.

A. This form {(Exhibit 3) 1s marked "OK* for the items nrput
parachutes and life jackets aboard® and "mee thut 1ife raft iz aboerd.*®

3%, Q. Who signa this reprt (Exhibit 3) -» to equipment aboard?
Ia that the function of the riggar! ;

A, Yeos, sir,
ship?6 Q. Is it his duty to ascertain if thiu equipment is aboard the
A. Yes, sir.
37. Q. What i1s the normnl procedure followed with refersnoe to life S
i:ctzzz;rﬂzsfchutaa, parachute harnegses :nd 1ife raft, insofar as the L-8 _ i,it
X+ They are left aboard the uhip between flighta.
38. Q. Hor many parachutes are normally carried?
A. Three parachutes,
39. Q. And 1ife jackets?
A+ Threa life juokets.
40, Q. And 1ife rafts? ' .
A« One 1ife raft. | i :

41, Q. Parachute harnesses? , \ ol

A. Three harnespas,

s \
42. Q. Did you make the last [light previous to the [1ipht N
Auguat 162 et e o fltght of f\

A. Yen, sir. ‘ ' ]
43, Q. ALE oquliamans aboerd thy. e vhen oy Jaidedt, -

A. All the aquipnant pormally carried, which included three 1ifs '\

Jackets, three parachutec and harnesses and cne life raft. |

R T T . UV LN T



u Ly
BURUNIEI -
i4. Q. Wae the Very pistol aboord?
A. Yes, sir.
45. Q. Mos tha machine yun aboard?
A. Yos, alr.
46. Q. Wers the bomba attached? ; ,
A, Yon, air,
A7. Q. How many?
A Two, sir.
48. Q. Was the dump tank full when you landed?
A. Yos, sir.

49« Q. D14 you observe the weather conditlons et take-off on the
morning of August 167 '

A. !Bﬂ’ Bir.

50, Q. Would you desoribe those?

i‘ff_7} A. The celling at the Gate appeared to ba beiween 800 fest and
: 1000 fest. _

51. Q. How did you estimate that ceiling?

A. By the amount of the bridge towers visible
52. Q. Of tha Golden Gate Pridge?
A Ye#, sir.
53, Q. Wers the tops of the towers in the clear.
A. iéa, slr,
54. Q. What was the approximste visibility at the time of the take-off?
A. T would say between three and five miles, sir.
55, Q. Do you remembﬁr the time of sunrise that morning?
A. Ro, sir. ~
56. Q. Was the cloud laysr usbroken st takeoff?
A. Yos, sir, it was completely overcast out tomard the sea,
57. Q. Did you observe the actual t;kn-off on the 16th? ‘
A. Yes, sir,

%8, Q. Was it in all respacts normall?

BOPY
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A. Yop, sir.
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59. Q. Caﬁ you give the force and directfion of the wind at take—off
on the l6th?

A. The wind wea light aqd variable, probetly four knots from the
Southeast.

60. Q. In what direction was the tuke-off?
A« Toward the Bouthesast. ] .
61. Q. Wae that toward the hill of Yerba Buena?

A. No, pir, it is toward the Ferry 8lip, on the East side of the
Island. :

62, Q. Did the ship nppear.to have d1fficulty geining altitude?
A. No, sir.
63. Q. Was this a taxi take-off.
ﬂ, Yes, sir.
64. Q. About what was the length of the take-off?
A. The length of the fake—off 1un was gpproxin:tely 250 yards.
65. Q. Did the engines function properly on the tuke off?
A, Yes,sir. ‘
66, Q. How far did you obaer§e the fiight from the time of take-off.
A. Untdl it was epproximuetely over the Golden G#ta bridge.
67. Q. At what sltitude would you estimate the 1-8 cleared the bridge?

A. I 318 not ses the ship po over the bridgs, but approaching
the Golden Gate bridge it was about five hundred to seven hundred feet

high.

68, Q. Did you use the ship'e battery to start the onginoa that
moraing?

.

A. I was not there st the time of starting the engines.
69. Q. Could you state who would know?

A, Schreiber, aviation machinist's mate, [irst clase, should
know the method of sturting the angines that mornlng

70. Q. Then your last observation of the ship was when she was
entering the Golden Gate, meaward bound?

A. Yom, sir. S
71l. Q. Did you make & cheok after the ship took off on the flight
August 16th to determine whether any of the equipment that was nboard
the night of August 15th was left behind?

A. ¥o check was made, sir, to my knowledge.

0Py
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Were all the air valves and air dempers functioning properly

during your f1ight of August 151
A. Yes, sir, ;
73. Q. All ingtruments were functloning properly? ;ﬁ
A. Iea, sir. r ;;
74+ Qu Whst was thie highest eltitude on your flight of August 157 ' :
’ A. One thousand fest, sir.
75. Q. YWhat was the time of take-off on the flight of the I-8 on
Augist 167 . . ;
A. 0603, -

76. Q. Did you observe Lisutenant Cody and Ensign Adams shortly before
the take-off on the morning of the 16th?

A. Yos, sir,
77+ Q. Did they appsar to be in good health and spirits?
A. Yes, pir,

78. Q. DId you observe the conditlon of the envelope prior to flight
on August l6—that is, whethar it was dry or wet?

A, NO, pir.

73. Q. ¥hat wap the weather .condition during the avening of Auguat'ls
and the morning of August 162

A. In the evening of August 15 the area in the violnity of the
Gate was clear, as was the Bey area. On the morning of the 16th, the area
in the vicinity of Treasure Island was overcast.
80. Q. Mo precipitation?
A. No, sir.
8l, Q. Was there x heavy dew?
A NO' sir.
82. Q. Is it oommon practice to wipe off the car- prior to flight
the exterior of the oar?
A. No, sir. .
83. Q. Do you know whether thiseas dona the morning of August 16?7
A+ Rol to my knowledge, sir,

84, Q. I show you this form marked “daily non-rigid rlight ixupection
Tform® ond ask you if you can identify 1.

AP Y

A+ Yos, sir.
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85. Q. Are you custodian of this‘forn?

A, Yes, air.

86. Q. What 1s it?

A. It 1a the dsily non-rigid flight inspeotion form for the
airship L-8 doted August 14, 1942, signed by I. Cushman, rigger and
N. Zafranovich, mechanlec and accepted by Ensign 8pragus and Ensign Ulrich.
(Daily non-rigld flight inspeotion fora for the L-8 dated
August 14, 1942, wes submitted to the board and was
received as evidenoe and marked "Exhitdt 4.*}

NOTE: The original form was returnsd to Squadron 2P 32 and a
copy is eppended heroato marked ¥Exhibit 4.®

88. Q. I show yoﬁ this form murked "daily nop-rigid flight inspection
fora®™ and usk you if you can identify it.

A. Yos, sir.
.89, Q. Are you custodian of this form?

A. Yop, air.
90. Q. ¥hat 12 it?

A. This 1s the datly non-rigid flight inepeotion form for the
airship L-8 dated 8/15/42, signed by 1. Cushman, rigger and E, Brooks,
mechanic, tlso eigned and accepted for flight by Tusign Ulrioh, Lieutenant
Cody and Ensign Ulrich.

(Daily non-rigid flight inspection form for the L-8

dated August 15, 1942, wans submitted to the Board and

was recelved as evidence and marked "Fxhibdt 5,%) - -

ROTE: The original form was returned to 8quadron ZP 32 apd
& copy s appended Lereto marked "Exhibit 5.

9L. Q. I show you this paper, entitled "Daily Welzh-off 8Sheet, ZP
Squadron 327, dated August 14, 1942, vnd ask you if you can identify the
same, .
A. Yes, eir.
92. Q. Are you custodlan of this form
A Iés! sir.
93. Q. What ig im?

A. It 1s the daily welgh—off sheet for the airship 1L-8 at
Treasure Island dated August 14, 1942. .

'"(bailf:weigh—off sheet for the airhhip 1~-8, dated August o
14, 1942, wan submitted to the board and wns received ag :
evidence and marked "Exhibit 6.%)

- NOTE: The originsl form was returned to Squudron ZP-3Z aud &
oopy Is appended hereto murked "Exhibit 6.1

BOPY
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94+ Q. I show you this paper, entitled "Daily Yelgh-0ff Slheet, ZP -

Bquadron 32,% dated August 15, 1942, and ssk you 1f you can ldentify
the same,

A. Ies,,sirr

95. Q. Are you custodian of this form?
A+ Yeos, =&ir,

96. Q. Whutils 1t7 | ) S

A+ It 18 the dally welgh-off slieet for the airship L-8 at
Treasure Island dated Auguat 15, 1942. )

: (Daily welgh-of{ sheet for the airship L-8, dated August T
15, 1942, was submitted Lo the board and was received us .
evidence and marked "Fxhibit 7v.) .

97. Q. I show you tﬁlu paper, entiélod "aily Weigh-off Bheet, S
ZP Squadron 32¢, dated August 16, 1942, ond ask you if you can identify h
the mawe, . .
A! IBB' 811".
98. Q. Are you custodian of this form?
A Iﬂﬂ, 'iro ‘

A. It ip the daily weigh-off sheet for the airship L[-8 at
Treasure Ialand dated August 16, 1942. :

{Dally weigh-off sheet for the sirship 18, dated August 16,
1942, was submitted to the bonrd sund was received ss evidence and R
marked "Exhibit 8v,) S

HOTE: The original form wes returned to Bquadron ZP 32 and a
copy 1s appendesd hersto marked "Exhibit 8,®

100. Q. Is there any abnormal difference In wolgh~off indicated on
these three weigh-off sheets? (Exhibits 6, 7, apd 8).

A. No, sir.

101. Q. Then there was apparently mo sbuormal loss of litting gas
during theme three days,

A. No, there was no apparent loss of 1ifting gas.

102. Q. What are ZP-32's instructions on the ocommon praotice in cass
of engine failure in the air?

A. The oommon practice im left to the pilot of the airphip and
generally it is to ballast the airship to enable it to remain in the air
Mlie an attempt 1s made to start the engines. If the engines still could
not be started, the common practice 1s to atienpt to fres balloon the

alrship to a safe landing,
. J“\ T
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. 103. Q. Would you first motify, by radic, Wing Control or Moffett
Fleld of thia casualty before attempting to start your engine?

A. Before attempting to free balloon, sir, I would attempt to
start the englnes before mnotifying ning Control or Wuvy Treasure.

104. Q. You would notify Wing Control and Moffott Fleld befors
exhausting your battery, though, would you not?

A IOH’ gir. . v ) ';

. 105. Q. Do you know the condition of the battery prior to the take-
off of the ship on August 167

AO !0’ ’ir. ‘

lbb. Q. In your estimstion, would it lave been poasible for a P
stowaway to have been aboard at take-off{ on the morning of August 167

‘At No, air.

107. Q. What information have you us to the duration of the flight
on August 16, of the L-87

A« The L-8 should have landed between 1000 end 1030.

108. Q. Are there :ny squadron inatructions with refersnce to any
notification of entimated time of arrival and return of the 1-8 from any

f1ight?

A. The squadron order atutes thaf satimated time of arrivel
shall be reported to both Wing Control and Navy Treagure forty-five (45)
minutes prior to that arrivel time,

109. Q. Was the 1-8 scheduled for anotper!light at thet time?

A. Yes, sir, it was soheduled to tuke off st 1045.

110. Q. Gould.fou oxplain the function and operation of the L-8 ship's
door?t ) -

A. The door awings forward snd out, similar to a car door, ‘and, .
bas an inside lock which is normally secured during flight. The inside
lock is in addition to the latoh.

111. Q. It would be impossible to open this door if the look mers
sagure. )
A. Yes, sir, that's correot,

112. Q. At what time did you arrive at the final landing of the L-8
at Daly city? :

A. It wap ebout 1220, August 16, 1942.

"113. Q. Did you observe the pouition‘or the door when you arrived
on ths moene of the accident? .

A. The door was open when I arrived on the scene, There iz &
pmal) oatoh on the side of the car that will hold 1t aguinst the side of

the car in a fully-open position. The door was hooked open in thii
poeition when I arrived on the ecens.

rnpy '

[R5~




BOPY

14, Q. Did the door look functiom properly-bn this f2ight you made
vith the L-8 on August 157

A. Yes, sir.
115. Q. Is the safety look normally in a locked positlon after take-of £7
A. Yon, sir, Just prior to take-off it is alwayn seoured. ) '-'} b

116, Q. Froa your experienco oan you think of anmy reason for opening
this door during flight?

‘l l’ .irl

117. Q. In your opinion, Mr. Ulrich, would it be possible for the
door to accidentally swing open and hook forward in the position you
t found it?

A. Bo, sir, not while the engimss were running.

118, Q. Do you believe it is posnihlo with the enginea stopped end
the ship having lost way?

A, That rould almost have to be qualified, sir. It is pcssible
but highly improbable.

A Ty 119. Q. Did you observe whether or not the .door was closed on take-off
R of the ship August 167

A. Yos, sir. The door was clonsed.

i 120. Q. Nr, Ulrich, cen you explain the proceduré followed in ZP-32,
Sele st Troazure Island unit with reference to -clsssified materis), including
PR restricted publicationa? .

A+ I slgn to the Communications Offlcer, ZP-3Z, for the
clagsified materisl used in our opsratione at Tressure Island. This was
kept in the custody of the Duty Qfficer or the pilot und when not 1n use
wss kept locked in a locker for that purpose.

121. Q. Did you rscaiﬁt for all of the classified materiu) that was
.t the Tre:sure Island unit?

A. Yes, sir.
142. Q. Were they mormally taken along on ell flights?
A. They were always ttken along,
123, Q. Did the pllot receipt for them at all?
A. No, sif. )
1124. Q. Have you made a ohecg to determine if all classified.ﬁaterill

thut you receipted for to the Communications 0fficer of ZP-32 have been
returned,
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A. A. Yes, sir, they were sll in the ahip at the time of landing.
125. Q. How ure they normally kept. ‘

A. They are kept in a brief case.
126. Q. Did you pee the brief case cnrried aboard?

A. Ro, eir, I did not but {t was always carried into the shlp by
the pllot prior to take-off. .
J27. Q. ¥hen did you last check the contents of the brief case before
the flight of August 16?2

A« Prior to my flight on the evening of August 15. When I landed
I turned them over to Mr. Cody.

lﬁﬂ. Q. When dld you luast check the contents of the brief cnge?

A. At the Bcens of the accldent, where the contents were intact
in the brief case. This brief case wag heavily weighted and standing
instructions mere that it would be thrown overboard 1n cuse of leaving the
lhlp. '

129.. Q. Do you know whether or not the mergency engine tools were in
the ship on your flight of August 157

A. No, Bir, I did-not notice,

The Boerd informed thie witness that he was privileged to moake any
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
investigation which he thought should be & matter of record in comnection
therewith, which had not been full brought out by the previous questioning.

The witness stated thut he had nothing further to 88y,

The witnesa was duly warned and withdrew.

The board, then, at 4:10 p.m., adjourned until 10;00 a.m.
Augunt 20, 1942,




= THIRD DAI .

U. S. Naval Air Stutlon, ;:5;
Moffett Fleld, Californie, o
Thursday, August 20, 1942.
4/
Tho board met at 10300 a.m.

Presentt .
Communder Fruncls B. Connell DE-V(G} U.8.M.R., senlor nember

Coammander Karl L. Lenge, A-V(G) U.8.N.R., member]) Py
Lieutenant Commsnder Volney C. Finoh; U.8.N. (Ret), member and S
Lisutenant (J.g.) Cuthbert B. Currie, I-V(8), U.8.H.R., recorder. i
Qeorge F. Phillips, Jr., yeoman second olass, v-6, U.8.N.R., reporier. SR

" ‘The record of proceedings of the second day were reud snd approved.

No witnesses nét otherwise conneoted with the inveatigaticn were
present.

Englgn Ulrlch was recalled to review his testimony.

) Ensign Ulrich was recalled by the recorder for further questioning,
and warned that the omth previously takenm by him was still binding.

Exanined by the recorders ' ;5?;
130, Q. Desoribe the location and operation of the Bogen loud speaker. ’

A. The microphone of the loud speiker was sttached to several

fast of cord -and plugged into 2 controlling unit underneath the fronmt seat

on the starboard side of the sirship, The control box on the right hand

side had a dial und switch indicating *on*, *stand-by" and "off™ positioms.
On the left hand side of the control box was the control dial to vary the

output of the loud speaker., The microphone und lead ere normally coiled

up and carried in the puckage compartment on the starboard glds of the

inptrument panel not connected to the control box. To operate the Bogen I
loud mpeaker, the microphone with cord attached has to be removed from the .
package compartment and screwed ou the control box. The operating switoh | sl
ie turned on to the ®stand-by" position for about forty-five seconds. S
Thereafter the operating lever may be turmed to the "on® positiom.

131. Q. How did you leave the Bogen loud gpeaker when you last used ity

o A. 1 last used it on the mornimg flight of August 15 and left L

RS the microphone and cord plugged in to the control bax and placed them in BRI
‘ _the package compartment. The operating switoh was lsft at the “off®

position. C ;

132. Q. Did you have smoke identification bombs aboard the ahip on
your last flight of August 157

A. I do not know,

133. Q. What is your practice in regards to removing movable squip- i
ment from the ship =t the end of daily cperations at Treasure Islund? "

+ . . . _-:-,l..

A. To the best of my knowledge, the pyrotechnics and oconfidential \ -

folder were the 1tems commonly taken out of the ship. ‘ ’
. _ \

134. Q. Tha only items?

A. Mell, yes, the only 1tems removed from the éhip at the end of ﬂ
the avening flight. S .

The witness was duly warned =nd withdrew.
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A witness, called by the racorder, entercd, was informed of the
pubjeot matter of the investigation, wus duly sworn und declared as followss

Examined by the recorder ' o ?f;i
1, Q. Btate your ﬁame, rate snd prosent statlon.

A. A. A. Behrelber, Aviation Machinists's Mote, second olass,
attached to and serving with 8quadron 2P-32, U.B.N.

2, Q. Rere you attached to the Troasure Island unlt of ZP-3Z from the ) i:
13th of August until the 16th of August 19421 R

-~

A. Yes, air,
3. Q. Wers you the mechanic in charge of the L-8 there?
" Ae Yss, sir. ' .

4. Q. T show you this daily non-rigld flight inspection form for the
non-riglid eirship 1-8 as of August 1o, 1942, (Exhibit 3). Do you recognize S
this form? _ A A

A. Yes, slr.

5. Q. D1d you sign your name at the bottom of this particulsr form?

A. Yos sir, I did.

f;;‘_'f; 6. Q. Would you state to the board what items on that form {Exhibit 3)
b are in your handwriting, if any?

.. A+ A1l of those pertaining to englnearing.

7+« Q. Did you check sll the items under *ENGINEERING" and the itexms
under "BALLAST DATA,™ numbers 1 and 27

Ao AIBB, sir,

- B Q. ¥hen did you make the Inapection of the items listed on . T
: Exhibit 3 under MENGIREFRINGI® L
e A. I made all thoso the night before except the one under "NWARMING
T T UP." That was made the next morning.

9. Q. Is that the usual procedure followed with reforence to inspec-
tion of the L-8 at Treasure Island?

A. Yos, air,

10. Q. This was following the lapt flight of August 1% snd immediately
prior to the flight of Auguat 162 :

A, Yos, sir. 1‘3

1. Q. pid you {ind anything with reference to the propellers, engines,
1ggition, fuel und oil tanks and line and fire extinguisher that was not in
order., ‘

A RO’ ah‘.

12. Q. On the morning of Atgust 16, did you warm up the engines of the

BOPY
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L-8?
A. Yes, sir,
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13. Q. Did you experlence any difficulty in starting either engine?

A+ Ro, sir,

1. Q. Did you start them with the battery that is in the L-8 or did
you use a phore battery?

A. Ro, sir, I umed ths one in the ship.

15. Q. How muny attempts were made to start the engines on this
morning?

A. Only one at@enpt..
16, Q. They started the first time?
As Yoo, air, they both started the first attempt.

17. Q. Approximately how long befors the -8 took off on the morning
of the 16th did you start the engines?

A. Approximately fifteen minutes.
18. Q. pid you note whether the generator was charging?
A. Yes, pir, the generator was charging. ~

19. Q. Did the engines run continuously from the time of sterting
until take-off,

A« Yesr, air,

<0. Q. And where did you remain during the period from the time you
started the engines until take-off?

A. I remained in the pilot's sest uniil Lisutenant Cody came
sboard. .

21, Q. pid enyone else aone eboard with Lisutenant Cody?
A. Yos, ailr, Mr. Adams.
22. Q. -Anyone elpa? _
A. iﬁere might hsve been, but they were the only ones I noticed.
23. Q. During the period between the time you started the engines and
the time Mr. Cody entered the car, was thare anyone other than Mr. Cody and
Mr. Adama in the car? .
A, Yes, air, ihere were sever:l people in the car but only ome that
I know positively was there and that was Mazey, the rigger. He brought
this inspection form and had his part of it filled out und while I was
sltting there I filled out my part of it and signed it.
24+ Q. Did you check all of the 1nntrﬁmonts on the instrument panel?

A, Iea,.air.

27~
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25. Q. And they were nll appareatly in good working order.

A. Yes, sir.

26. Q. Did you happen to notice whether the mlorophone cord and
microphone wers attached to the Bogen loud speaker undsrmeath the vo-pilotta

seut?

‘A No, sir, 1t was not attuched. ,

.

27. Qs Do you kuow anything asbout the position of the microphone cord
and microphone the night befors.

A+ The night before, while I wip on watch, they were in the ova
compaua-txent. - )

Z8. Q. On the night before do you know wheiher the miorophons and
cord were disconnected and in the glove compartment. .

A. Yes, sir, but I could not be sure whether this condition Lo
wag the pame the morning of the tuke-off on the 16th. : SR

29. Q. .Did you notlce anything unusual concerning either Lisutenant
Cody or Ensign Adoms on the morning of the 16th.

A. Ko, sir, I didn't
30. Q. They appeared to be in ood spirits und health?-
A !05. ﬂiru

31. Q. How much gus wis in the L-8 on the morning of the 16th?

A. Approximately 125 gallons.,
32. Q. How do you know that there were 125 gallons.

A. T know there were approximately 125 gtllons because I filled
both side tanks until they overflowed and they both hold 50 gallons each _
and in the center tank I put approximately 15 gallons. These wers N
approximately 10 left from the night befors in the center tank =nd xe Sy
pumped gus in {rom five-gallon cans sc I know 1t wam there, . AT

33. Q. ¥When did you put the gus in the tanks?

A. T put it in the night before, after the last flight on
August 15,

34+ Q. Did you check the ges again? .

A. Yes sir, I checked ull the gauges just before the take-off on
August 16, the two on the instrument panel, for the two slde tunks and alsgo
the gauges under all thres $anks. According to the gmuges the side tunks
nore full and the center tank had about 25 gallons.

35. Q. Wag.the dump tank full}
A Iaﬂ, air, ’

36. Q. How many gallons?
A« Fifty gallons.

YA
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37. Q. Did you examine all gas lines to see whether or not there
#ua any leakage?

A. Yog, sir.
38. Q. Was these any leakags?
A. No, eir.
39, Q. pid you put any oll in the engines? : ‘ - i:
. A. Yes, sir, I put about one-half gallon in each engine tank. o
40. Q. Did you check the ignition systemt . Lffj
A+ Yes, elr. ‘ :
41. Q. Hormal?
A ias, eir.
42+ Q. Did you observe anything out of the ordinsry with reference to
the enginep' ignition system or any other part of the ship for which you
wers responsible?
A. Ko, sir, everything was normal,

43, Q. Could you state at which spsed the engines of the L-8 ldled
that morning?

A. They idled st about 350 r.p.m,
LA« Q. Mas that sufficlent to insure against stulling?
A. Yes, sir.
45. Q. What was the conditlon of the battery?
A. The battery seemed to be fully charged beoauss it kicked the
engines over the first attempt. There was no trouble thers.

46. Q. How many starts do you think that battery would give, without
reocharging? . .

A. I would pay {ive or slx—that is, one after the other.

47. Q. Flve or six for both engines?
A. No, sir. Five or six starts—that 1s not on both engines but
on either engine in successsion without glving the battery time to build up.

4B. Q. When Lisutenant Cody relieved you, what fuel valves wers turned
on. .
A. When Mr. Cody relisved me the engines were 1dling .nd the
ocenter fuel tank was turned on.

’

49. Q. Both angines running? _
A. Yes, sir, both at idling speed. . SN

50. Q. D1d you fly with Lieutenant Cody and Endign Adaus ot ths oo
flight of the L-8 on Auguat 15; 1942, _ k !

A. Yen, sir, 1 did,

@ Py




SSHARU)

5. Q. Approximuiéiy how long wag the £1ight you took =ith
Lieutenant Cody nnd Ensign Adams on the 15th?

A. It was about three hours and fifty minutes.

52, Q. During that time did eithe Liesutenunt Cody or Ensign Adams
don a l1fe jacket or parachute harnesst?

A. Ho, sir,

r

53, Q. Did both officers fly the shlp during that flight?

A+ Yon, sir.

54+ Q. Did you notloe enything abnormal in the handling of the ship

by either officer?
A. NO,-ﬂlr’ I did not.

55. Q. Did you notice any friction or discord beimween either of the
offioers. .

A HQ’ alr.

$6. Q. Then from all appearances, you observed, it was merely a
routine flight?

A. Yes, pir, they seened Lo be on_rriehdly terns.,
57. Q. Did you make a osiling check on this f1ight?
A. Yes, Bir.
58, Q. Do you remsmber what the pressure height wus?
A. Yos, plr--twenty-three hundred feet.
59. Q. Did you make a taxi take—off on thls f1ight?
‘ A. Yes, sir, we did.
60. Q.. Do you know the static conditioh of the ship--the waigh-off,
rather?
A. I belleve 1t was about two men heavy because Mr. Cody started

to take off with only himself and ¥r. Adams end then decided to taks
another man so I took the flight.

61, Q. It was two hundred pounda heavy with your welight on board?

A. Yes, sir, approximately, because it was not very heavy at all
wlthout my weight.

62. Q. What member of the crew is responsible for shifting the source
of fuel supply to the engine when the tank being used 1s about to rum dry?

A. Thatts the mechanlicts job, if there is onme on board.

63. Q. Have you aver been on a {light during which the sngines
stopped beeause of failure to shift tanks before the tunk being used ran

dry? .
A. Ho sir.




64. Q. Have you ever observed what 1s comhonly inown as an sir-look
in the fuel system on the L-87

A. No, alr.

65. Q. Approximately how meny f1ights and how much time have you had
aboard non-rigid airships since reporting to duty with the ZP Squadron 321

A. T belleve about 100 hours or 130 hours.

66. Q. Approximutely how many (lighte? | ,
A, I would say a rough guess--18 to 20 flights.

67. Q. What engine tools are carried aboard the 1-81

4. I do not kuow definitely. Thers wers a few odd tools in the
glove compartment but but there was no regular kit.

68, Q. 12 thers not an emergenocy kit in the after ocompartment of
the car?

A. Yes, elr, there 1 one there thet carried a sorem driver, a
orsscent wrench and, I belleve, a pair of pliers.

69. Q. ¥hen did you last examine this emerjency x4t in the after end
of the oar? )

A. That, I believe, was the time it was here ip the hangar befors
it went to Treasure Island.

70. Q. Do you know what was in the kit at thet time?

A. I do not know if anything wes there, but there were some odd
toals 1n the glove compartment and those -.re the only ones I um sure of.

71. Q. pid you go to the scene of the deflation end lapding of the
on August 167 .

A. Yes, #ir, I did,
72, Q. About ;hut time did you sarrive thers?
A. I believe that wans bet;een 1200 snd 1230.
73. Q. Did you examine the interler of the oar of tha L-8?

A. No, #ir, not the entire interior—only the after end where the
fuel tnnks were.

74+ Q. What did you obasrve with refercnce to the fuel tanks and
gauges?

A. I noticed that the center tunk snd the sturboard tank were both
turned op and I believe the guuge on the center tank resd sbout forty
gallons but at the angle.the ship was lying them, the geuge would not be
correct, and at that position I believe the gauge would read less than the
tank actuslly held, ‘ :

«31-
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75. Q. Hormﬁlly wéﬁld both these wvulves be turned onm?

As No, sir, unless these was very 1ittle grs in elther one of them,
Yhen the mechanle wee flying, I think the way 1t was done was that he
uguelly turned the center tenk off when it got down to about tem gallons
and switohed to the side tank.

76. Q. Which plde tank?

A. Ueunlly the starboard obe and when this tank gob down to about
ton or fifteen gullons the center tank was almo. turned on alloming a;l the |
gas from the side tank to draim to the center tank. In that way there ,
would be no danger of the sngines stopping by having to draim too much of th
gés out. In this ponner we could drain both tanks completely withou! eny
danger of the engines stopping.

77. Q. If only one tank was turned on at departure of the ship, which
tank was turned on?

A, The center tank was turned on.

78. Q. With one full and one empty tank both turmed om, would you be
likely to have an engine fallure?

A+ No, sir.

79. Q. Cen this starboard tank vulve be turned on from the shock of .
landing? .
A, In my estimation that oould pot happen, beceune they were
fairly soug.

80, Qs You have testified that you found the center tank esnd starboard
tank fual valves turned on. Wasm this e normal operating condition of these
valves?

A. No, sir, not when there was ony amount of gas in the two tanks.
That 1s, shen thers were anywhere near fifty gallons in both, comblned.
Because if there were more than fifty gallona in two tanks the slde tank
would drain Into the center tank und when it was full it would go through
the overflow. ' '

i

81. Q. Do you know of any cooasicns in which water in the fuel has
caused engino fallurae?

A. Yes, air, ons time at Treasure Island. ‘
82. Q. How reoently? |
A« That was, I belléve, about three nmonths ago,.
83. Q. Did you atréin the gas prior ta pumping it into the ship?
A. Bp, sir, vwe had not been straining gas we had up thera then. -

84. Q. Since thai stoppage dus to watdr, hss the nethod-of supplyin
‘fuel been changed? .

A. Yos, air. JInstend of gettiné it from the Secotion Base gus
steticn, we get 1t from the Standard 011 Company in Ban Francisco.,
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85. Q. Haa any water trouble bean expsrienced since that change?

A. No, sir.

86. Q. After the accldent, when the car was brought to even keel,
did you determine how much gas was in the starboard tank?

A. No, sir, mysslf, I did not look at it. I got wy information
from Mr. Spregue. o

87. Q. Can ybu testify as to the condlition of gas tanks, gas lines, and
oll leads from your examination of the ship? .

Ao Ho; pir, I did not make a olose inspection of thex.
gg8. Q. pid you a;o any evldence of leaking gas?!

A. Yes, sir. There was gas on the stroeet but from what from what
the firemen seid, the dump tank was acoidentally pulled snd no one imew
anything wbout it.

Y

89. Q. Did you note any odor of gas in the car?

A. No, slr, T d1d not but I did notlce an odor of gasoline on the
street. There waam evidenoce of gasoline having been dumped. .

The board ipnformed the witness that ho was privilogad to make any
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter
of the investiguntion which he thought should be a matier of record
in conneotion therewith, whioh had not besn fully brought out by
the pravious questioning.

“the witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness wag duly warned und withdrew.

Tﬁe-bgurd then, at 12118 p.m., took a recess until 13130 p.m.
at which time it reconvened in the board room at the U, 8. Naval
Air 8tation, Moffett Field, Callfcrnia. ‘

Pregent: All the members, the rscorder and the reporfar.

A witness, called by thé‘recordﬂr, entered, nes informed of the
subjeot matter of the investigation, was duly smorn and declsred as
follows;

Exzmined by the recorders .

1. Q. w1l you please atate your nams, rate and present station?

A. William Flounoy Roysl, Junior, aviation ordoanceman third class,
attached to :nd eerving with 2ZP 8Squadron 34,

2+ Q. Were you stationed at Treasure Island from the 13th of August
until the 16th of August, 19427 .

A, Yes, nir,

3. Q. And were you in charge of all ordnanos of the Treasure iulénd .
it of Bqundron Zp-32% .

TPy
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A. Yoz, npir.
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4. Q. On the morning of Aupust 16, 1942, cun you tell us what
armament wus aboerd shen the L-8 took off?

L. Tes, BAr.
5. Q. Would you give us & complete statement of 8112

A. Bhe had two bowbs, Mark 17, one machine gun, Browning, 30 calibre,
approximutely 300 rounds of emmunition, five Mark four float 1ights and
seventeen projectile cartridges and one projector, M-2: 1 belleve that is
all.

6. Q. Did yéu actually check zll of the equipment and arament you o
mentioned on the morning of the 16th of August, 1942, before the 1-8 took

off?
A. Yos, Bir. . in:
7. Q. And you ure certain it was all present? ‘

A+ Yes, sir,

» 8. Q. Did you have occeslon to ascertain, after the L-8 landed in h}}f
- Daly City, whether any of these items wers wissing? 2

A. I cheoked everything except the {loat lights there and then was
ordered to pearch for the missing bomb. .

1f;':jﬁ2 9. Q. And you found everything aboard the 1-8 with the exception of
' : the float lights which you did mot checkl’

A+ Thatts right, sir.

10. Q. Whore was this equipment normally kept in the car of the L-87

- A, There is a sling sttached to the frames overhead and the machine
gun was plung in 1t. Approximately in the ocenter frame of the cabin. The
float lighte wers located in a pocket of the seat behind the pilot. The
Ammunition was in three msagazines sud wes sitting on the deck behind the .
rear seat. The projsctor end projectile cartridges vere in a woodon box s
SR beslde the ammunition and the bomba were attached to the racks. That covers Ll

SRR all of it, I guess. e ' : l;fﬁ

11. Q. Were thece float lights all the sume?

A. Yes, sir--Mark four.

12. Qi Wers they of different colors?

A. No, sir. They were oll light tan.

13. Q. W11l you deecribe the appearance of these lights after striking
the water?
A. After striking the water they give off a black amoke and a flame
that lasts. from:two afd one-half (23)! dinutes.to five (5) minutes.

14. Q. Do you know whether, after the accident on August 16, any
inventory has been tuken to determine shether any of the {loat lights
issued to Treasure Islund unlt of Squadron ZP-32 were nimsing?

A. Ysn, sir, I made an loventory.

NPy




(7 AT

Y
15. Q. What was the result of that inventoryt?
A. Two float lights wers missing.

16. Q. Did you report this to anyons?

A. fes, sir. I reported it to Lieutensnt Burfisld, Gunnery Officer
of the Squadron. . :

17. Q. Did you return sny fleoat lights to the armory
A. Yon, sir.
18. Q. low many?
A. Thres (3), sir. : ‘
1§; Q. When? '
A. Monday afternoon, I bellevs, sir.
20, Q. Monday afternoén. Yhera did you get tlose three?

" A. From the Treasure Island unit 1ight truck which brought back the
equipuent from the acocldent.

21, Q. During the time that you were in the car of the L-8 on the
wornlng of August 16, prior to flight, did you happen to observe whether the
migrophone and cord were attached to the loud spesker unit?

A. Yes, Bir.
22. Q. And was it attached?
Ao Yen, air, 1t was.

23. Q. And where wus the microphone?

A. The miorophone wss lying in the compartment at the rlght
sids of the instrument pansl. ' :

24. Q. Was the door to the compartzent open or closed?
) A. Open, sixr.
25. Q. When wera you sboard the ship—what time ;ad it?

A. Just before flight, sir, just cheoked my ordnance gear and
glanced at the pressure and happened to notice the door was open and the

mniorophone was laying inside. N

The board informed the witness that he.was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot patter
of the record in connection therewith, which had not been fully .
brought out by the previous questionipg.

The witnees stated that he had nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned :nd withdrew.

) witness, oalled by the recorder, entered, and was informed |
of the subjeot matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared

* RepPy
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Examined by the recordert

1. Q.5tate your nams, rate ond present stutlion.

A. George xenne{h Mazey, coxawaln, U.8.8., attached to apd
serving with Bquadron 7p-32 at Moffett Fleld, qulforni;.

2. Q. Wers you sttached to the Trecgure 1slend undt of ZP-32 fror the

13th of August to the 16th of August, 19427

A Yean, sir.

3. Q. Were you present on the morning of August 16 when ths L-8 took
offt . :

l A. Yoz, l;lr.

4. Qs I show you the daily non-rigld f1ight inspection form for the
pon-rigid airship L-8 as of August 16, 1942, {Exhibit 3). Do you yrecognize
1t1 . . |

A. Yes, sir.

5, Q. Referring to that form (Exbibit 3) could you tell ms what
writing, if any, you put on the form? )

A. All the 1ltems that ocome under the riggers.

6. Q..Specifically with refersnce to parachutes, could you tell me
how many parachutes were abosrd on August 167

A. Three parachutes and four liarnesses.
7. Qo Were there any lifs jackets?
A. Almo three life jackets in the ship.
8. Q. Also 1ife raft?
A !aa; pir.
G. Q. Whers was thie life raflt?
A. On the starboard side, up forward, sir, 1n the oar.

10. Q. Did you go to the scene of deflation and lending of the L-8 in
Dely City?

A. Yes, pir.
\ .
11. Q. What time did you arrive there?
A. About 12 ofclook.

12, Q. Did you check to zee whether sny of the equipment you just 1isted
was present? ’

A. Yes, sir, I did, but there were two other men ahead of me in the.
car and they started unpacking. :

13. Q. Dp you kmow, of your owva knowledge, how much of the equipment
aboard at the time of tuke-off was still aboard?
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A. Just one life jacket ebonrd and thres parachutes aend four
harnespeg and the life raft,

14. Q. Did you check these items perasonally?
A. Yen, sir,
15. Q. At the scens of the acoldent?

A, Yes, elr.

’

16. Q. Did you check the number of float 1ights reﬁalning in thes car
nt the poene of the acoldent?

A. Yos, there were three (3).
17. Q. How did you determine that?
Ao That waps 811 we could find in the ear,
18, Q. How do you know there were only three in the oar?

A. All movable equipment was removed from the car and I recelvad
only three float lights,

19. Q. On the inspection report (Exhibit 3) you indicate thét on the
morning of August 16 all jtems uvnder ¥riggere® ars FOKP,

A. Yes, sir.
20. Q. Is that true?
A. Yen slr, everything that could possibly be checked out there was,

21, Q. You will note that items under "CAR" are not msrked "OXK¥, Can
you explain the reson for thet, if any?

A. The Tenson for that was, sir, that I had it in a folder and the
cliz was :n top of it and was folded buck -over the gheet and I could not
writs on it. C

22. Q. With reference to the five itexs listed thsre under "CAR®, thiy
were ull in proper working order and were checked by you.

A. Yes, sir.

23. Q. I show you the dally weigh-~off sheei, 2ZP-32, dated August 16,
1942, (Fxhibit 8) and ask you if you recognize it.

A. I do.

24« Q. Did you put any of the figures on there?
A. All but two, sir.

25, Q. What are those two?

A. The total amount of fuel :.nd free 11ft. That wus written in
afterward, )
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<6. Q. Ybu vill note thut the bombs welgh 650 pounds, other mrmament
&0 pounds and totul is listed as 810 pounds.

A
27. Q.
A.
8. Q.

7R ST T |

Ia thut correct?
No, sir. There is u mistuke in addition, sir.
And the toal should be?

710, air.
Hud you noticed uny ubnormul static conditions in the weigh-off

during the three days from August 13 to August 16, 1942, that the ship was

at Treasure
.

A,

The board informed the witness thet he was privileged to

Island?
Ho, sir, I d1d not.

moke upy further ptatemsnt covering smything reloting to the pubjeot
mutter of the lovestlgatlon which he thought should be s matter of -
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought

cvut by the previous questioning.
The witness stuted that he had nothing further to say.

The witnese was duly warned and withdrew.

A witness, called by the regorder, entered, was informed of the
subjeot matier of the lnvestigation, wuw duly aworn and declared as
follona:

Fxamined by the recorder:

8tate your nume, rate :nd present statlom.

i. q.
wlth 2P 32. James Riley Hill, Aviation Machinist's Mate, third olasa, UsH, , ,j;f;i
2. Q. Ware you attached to the Treasure Island Unit of 8Squadron ZP—3¢
from August 13 to Auguat 16, 19427 B
A. Yes, air.—.. ' ?
3. Q. Wers you on ££6 flight 1ist on the morning of August 167 ij;;i
A. Yes, sir. - . 'jgﬂ;:f
4. Q. For what flight? i
A. The morning flight--the firat ons.
5. Q. Which left about?
A. About six ofolock. .
6. Q. pid yoﬁ enter the car to go on that fiight? 3
F1ight. A. Yea, sir, I entered the cnf_vlth full intentions of making the
f. Q. Who was aboard when you ontered?

A.

The fellow who was warming the engines.
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Q. The mechunle whb'has wirmlng the euglines, you say? -
L. Yen, sir.

C.

9. v An cffleer?
A. lv, sir, un enlisted man.

10. Q. Who bosrded the shlp then?
" A. First Mr. Cody und then Mr. Adums.

11. Q. Wes Mr. Crdy carrying rnything? ) p . ‘é-
A. Yes, slr. The cunfidential papers in thie leather brief cuse. for

12, Q. Then there were just three persons in the car, Lieutenant Cody;
Bnslgn Adams and you?

A. At what tine?

13. Q. Just prior to the teke-off. ) . -
A IBS, sir.

14« Q.:What conversation, if any, did you have with Lieutenant Cody?
A. Good morning, sir®-— ®Good morninmp, Hill"®, then we took the
ship off the mast snd mtarted pushing &t domn the field and then
Lieutenant Cody told me to get out. I do not remember whether they
!Ei§EEEﬂEE3_fE£2,E££u§E§2£P he told me to gt out or not,
— 7 7T WY e TR O MOt

15. Q. Lieutenant Cody did tell you to get out? L
A. Yes, sir. . -

16. Q. pid he glve any reasgon?
A. He did not say.

17. Q. ¥hat did you do then when Lieutenant Cody advised he was not

going to take you? ] .
A. I unlocked the door, turned the handle and steppsd out and shut
the door. From then on I was a member of the car party.

18. Q. Did you see anyone lock the door from the inside after you got

out? , .
As No, sir. B
19. Q. Were you in a position to observe if anyone had attempted to - ,jif]
lock the door? . A
N L
A, Yes, »ir. - :
20. Q. Do you feel certsin that from the time you left the oar to the ) f?}}l

take-off the door was not locked from the inmide?
A+ No, elr, I think the door was not looked.

21. Q. Did you olose the door?
A. Yes, sir.

22, Q. Did you go to the soens of the deflation and landing of the t;
L-8 et Daly City, August 16th, . .
KL Yes, mive e ’ : A

23+ Q. About what time did you arrive there?
A. I do not know. I would pay twelve o'clook.

24+ Q. About twelve ofelook?
A. Xes, eir, sabout 12 otclook,

Py
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A. Yes, sir,

26. Q. Mag there anyocne 15 the car when you entered?
A, No, sir. ; _ Lo

27. Q. 8o far as you know'you were the first Raval personnel that

entered the car of the 1-87
Ae T Jmow I wags th
enter the oar. .

[ firut one of the Treasure 1slend unit to ) !li 1;?

28, Q. How about the Alr Btation? .
A. We wers there first.. ' ‘

r - 29. Q. Did the Treasure Islend unit arrive at ths scene of acoldent . ;ﬂi

prior to the Moffett Fleld Group?
A. Yom, sir.

‘30, Q. Did you observe the swiiches? L
A. Yes, sir. -

31. Q. In what condition were they?
As They were in the position of “on."

32. Q. Both the igmitien ewitches were on?
A+ Yes, sir.

33. Q. Did you notice the.radio control?
A. There ars three positicns on the radlo recelving switch and

they were on. .

3,. Q. Where was the microphone of the radlo?
A. In the regular position, mounted on the dashboard.

35, Q. ¥here wore the recelvers—head *phones?
A. They were plugged in. I do not know whether they were
hanging in the hooks or hanging down.

o | '
36. Q. Did you note the condition of the loud speaker set?
A. It was plugged in.

37. Qi The microphone was plugged int
A. Yos, Blr. -
38. Q. And did you notic;“wQere the miorophone was?
A. Yes, sir, it was hanging out the door when we got there.

39. Q. The door was open vhen you arrived?
A+ Yes, sir.

FAVN Qo Latched bﬂck and Open?
A. Yos, sir.

41. Q. The microphone was hanging out the door?
A, IBS, =ir.

42. Q. About how far below the doorsill? R s
A. Two feet, I guess—three feet--not much Eore then that becauss

the cord 1s not much longer.
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43. Q, Kas the cord Iully oxtended.
A. YBS’ six,

44. Q. Did you notice which gas tanks were turned on?
A. No, sir.

45. Q. Did you help remove the movablo oquipmant in the oar?
A. Yoz, Bir.

A6. Q. Do you kmow how many float lighte were removed? ,
’ A. No, slr. B

.

‘ 47. Q. Did you remove the parachutes?
A, No #ir, I did not. -

ZB. Q. What equipment did you remncve?
« The microphone, the head tphones and I remeabsr handing out two

float lightu.

49. Q. Do you know whether there were any float iights remaining?

.y A By that time Nick Zafranovich was in the car with ze ond we
were handing things out as fapt as the officers on the street vould take

them, I handed the gonfldential papara in the brief case out to Mr.

Sprague.,
$0. Q. Where was the brisf ouse in the ship?
A. It was lying against the fron lege of the ohair dirsotly behind
the pllotts seat, just the seme position that the brief case was in when I
got og@ of the ship that moraing.

Si. Q. Did you notice anything umususl about eithar Lioutenant‘cody or
Enaign Adsme prior to tuke-off that morning?

AO No’ ﬂir.

52. Q. They zoemed to be in mormal good health mnd spirits?
A, IGB I!ir.

53. Q. Did the ship make & taxi take~off the morning of the 16th?
A. Yes, sir,

54. Q. Did you toke a welgh-off just prior to take-off?
A. Yos, pir. After I éot out of the phlp they took & welgh-off,

55+ Q. about how heavy wna the ship?
A+ 175 to 200 pounds henvyh-it took two men to 1ift it,

56. Q. Any equipment taken off the ship after the weigh-off?
A. Ho, lir.

57. Q. Did you cbserve whather, prior to the time of your getting out
of the shlp, either Lieutecnant Cody or Ensign Adams put their life Jackets
on?
: A. No, alr, they did not put thex on.

‘H) Vi
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4. Q. Mhere were thelr 1ife jéckntd* .
A. Located in speclally provided pockets just back of the pllot's . v
geat on the port elde of the car. >

59, Q. Did you notlce whether these were misslog »hen you wers aboard
the ship at Daly Clty. - .
A. Yos, sir, there were two life jackets miseging,

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statemsnt covering anything relating to the subjeot
matter of the inveatigation which he thought should be be a _
matter of record in connection therewith, which had not been fully °
brought out by the previous questioning.

The witness stuted that he had nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

The board, then, t 4138 p.m,, adjourned until 10 a.m.,
Aupust 21, 1942,
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U. 8. Novil Adr Statlonm,
Moftett Fleld, Californis,
Friday, August 20, 1942.

The board convened at 10 a.m.

Pregent: -
Commsnder Franois B. Connell, DE-V{G) U.8.X.R., senior member:

Commender Karl L. Lange, A-V{G) U.B8.N.R., member)

Lieutenant Commandar Volney C. Flaoh, U.8.M. (Ret), member and .
Lieutenant (J.g.) Cuthbert B. Currie, 1-v{g), U.8.N.R., recorder.
George F. Phillips, Junior, yeoasn second clase, V-6, USNR, reporter.

Ho witnesses not otherwlge copueoted with the investigation wers

prosent.
. : _ _
A witness, oalled by the racorder, entered, wae informed of the
subjeoct matter of the investigation, wis duly sworn and doolarsd as .
followns . :

Txsmined by the recordert

1. Q. ¥hat is your name?
Av A Bacmno

2. Q. And your home address?

A. 728 11th Btreet, San Pedro, California, I am Master of the
8. 8. Dalsy Gray. —

o

3. Q. Where 1s the 8. 8. Dalsy Gray?
A. Bethlehem Shipyards, Alameda.

4. Q. How long has she been there?
A. Afrived Bundey noon, about 11145.

5. Q. Froa where?
A. Froa Ban Dlego.

6. Q. could jou trace your approximate course from 7 a.a. on
Sundsy August 167
A. 198’ ﬂir-

7. Q. On tha morning of Sunday, August 16, what was the approximate
position of your ship? :
.« At -6188-at buoy A, entrance buoy.

8. Q. Entering 8an Francisco?
A IBB, sir.

9. Qe At 6158 you passed south of engrance buoy A?
An Ie’l )

10. Q. Ie this information from your phipts log? . 2

A. Yes, from the log. We passed buoy B at 73106, buoy C at 7119, .

buoy D at 7330, buoy E at 7138, buoy F at 7147, buocy G at 7159, buoy H at c
8108, buoy I at 8117 and buoy J at 8131,

11. Q. Were you stending 1n the dredge channel?

A. Yes. There, we oontacted the guard boat cutside there :
between "I and "J" buoys at about 8120,

R
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12. Q. Did you sight an alrship?
A. Yos, I d1d. I saw him coming from the east from the
entrance., Must have been around 73130.

13, Q. What were the weather conditions.
A. It was very nlce and clear, smooth sea and really nice and

very little wind, The wind was from the north. ) ;ﬂhfli

14. Q. The sea wap very smooth .nd there was a light wind? ' ‘ : _}-?f
A. There was a 1light breeze from the north, : : R

¢

15. Q. What would you estimate the visibility was st that time? S
A. We could sese the heads. ' ;

16. Q. Could you .ses the harbor entrance?
Al Io'o .

17.'Q. Could you see the towers of the Golden Gate Bridge. ' ' f_' -
Ao Yeos -

18, Q. Was it overocast?
A. Kind of overcast. The sky was not really clear but I won't

pay that it was. It wae kind of hasy. 4 high overcast. . ;TE-E&

19. Q. You {irst sighted the airship headed out about 71307
A. I am not sure, After he paussed us one of my men eays "coms
over hers. Look at that emoke down in the water."

20. Q. You ware below daock? ’ o
A. After gighting the dirlgible I went below to my quarters to N
shave and I came out apgsin. I was not down there more them 5 or 10 '
minutes mnd then later I came on deck and was on the starboard side with
the lookout, :nd he sald "look ut that esmoke over there,"

21. Q. About that time the lookout reported what?
A. He says, "come over here, Something funny. fmoke on the
water of some sort.® '

PR )

22. Q. What direotion snd time was thist
A. As olose as I can remember, it was a little before eight
o'clock - ten or fifteen minutes before,
-~

23. Q. Did you eighf\thq smoke on the water persomally? : ' v L
A. Yes, another two or thres minutes later. Cog
. Tl
24. Q. Was it on the port or starboard? -
A. Port. These smokes wers on our port side, ubout one mile e
off AR
‘25. Q. Could you describe the appearance of this smoke? LR

A. AT first T saw smoke close to the water, first one, then
another spot, about one mile on the port beam.

26. Q. After pamsing thess smokea, you saw some [lame? : L?:
A. When these objects wers abaft the beam, the wind blew the '
smoke olear- from the flame. B8ome flame wap seen on this water. o

27. Q. These objects were near bucy FI-
A. Yon, gir, we passed buoy P at 7147.

28. W. Where was the alrship at this time? S
A. The airship at this time was directly over the smokse.

sopt
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29. Q.
A.

30- Qo
As

3. Q.

A.

32. Q.
’ A.

33. q.
AI

3. Q.
A

35. Q.
water?
A.

36. Q.

this time?
A,

to pee if I

Fhat wua her heading at that tlme?

I think he was pretty close toward the wind,
Into the wind?
Aloost, air,

Rortheast, then?
Yen, about Northezst. Betseen Northeapt and North.

How high would you estimate the alrship was?
about as high as the Golden Gate Bridge towers,

Can you desoribe the movements of the airship from that time on?
The airship was then astern of us and I belleve heading south.

Did the eiraship changs sltitude?
He was higher when I first saw him.

pid you, at anf tims, see the eirship descend close to the
No.
Wus anything elpe viaibl& on the sur{aoce of the water about

No, I would not say anything elme. I was using the glasses
could find anything. I saw the door was cloased and everything

looked to be okay.

37. Q.
bincoulars?
A

38. q.
bombe?

A.

39. Q.
Al
Just pusmed

40- Qn
A-
alghted the

41. Q.
A.

42. Q.
AI

43. Q.
A,
lest time I

44. Q.
1t?
A.

Did you observe the smoke bomba and airship throgh your

Yos.

Did you ses any objeots on the water other than the smoke

No.

Were there any other vessels in that lmmedists vieinity?
There wap u steamer thut cume in :hend of us. This ship hed
us on the port side. ' -

About what tiﬁa?

She was overtaking us slowly 'nd was just a little ahead when we
smoka bombs. '

Oculd you lcentify this ship?

Yeo.

You did not et her nume?

Ro, sir. | .

did
Whon/you last observe the sirship?
I do not remember exuctly--perhaps not over ons-hulf hour. Ths
gaw her she wans headed scuthward. -

)

Did the airship appear to be under eontrol rhen you observed

When he came down he hud the engines poing. That was Just

before we saw the smoks .,

45. Q.
A.

Did he gercla you?
Ko, but he osme down :nd turned arcund.

P




46, Q. BalLore, Or GiILEL YUu bun g owvacoDi o
A. Befora und .fter. About the time I saw the smoke bombs the RN
girship seemed to be uhder control und her englnes were both going and
it would appeur that bip engines were carrylng him into the =ind. I could
hear his englnes. The alrship appoared to be in normal condition.

47. Q. Did you notice anything dropped from the airshlp?

A- NO- ‘
48. Q. And wmere you able to seo unyone in the alrship?

A. Ro. . -
49. Q. Did you observe whether the door of the eabin was open. i _ ; ??

A. I did not nctice that, no.

50, Q. Do you think you would have notliced it if the door had been

apen?
A. Yes, I think so.

51, Q. Did you aee both sldes of the car. .
A. No, jJust the cne side. '

52. Q. Did you obeerve the ptarboard slde of the car?

A. Yes, sir, the starboard side, und I belleve if & door had been
openad I would have notlced 1t because I was locking through my glasses
for any esigns of distress. Thers wore a number of fishing boats came in
about noon which he must have paseed earlier.

53. Q. You ware able to see everything in that immediate vicinlty
through your bimoculars so 1f there hud been another object im the water '
you would have been able to see Lt?

A. Yes, the water was smooth and I would have been able to see
anything sround there., The flag was flying on the airship und everything
seemed to be In jood shape, ' . )

R : The board informed the witneas that he was privileged to make
L eny further statement covering cnything relating to the subject
Lo matter of the investlgation which he thought should be a matier of
ST record in connecotlon therewith, which had not been fully brought
B out by the previous guestloning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

~,

The witness waa Eulx warned and withdrew.

A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was Informed cf the
subject matter of the investigation, was duly eworn and declarsd us follows:

Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. Would you state your name, please? )
A. Cyrus L. Brown.

2. Q. Heme mnddress? j
A. 1416 Hawthorne Terracs, Berkeley, California.

3. Q. Present ocoupation? ‘ A ;

A. Master of the steanship Albert Galatin: o

4. Q. Fhore was the Albert Calatin during the period from 6130 to
11 'otolock on the morning of August 16, 19422

A. At 6i58, we were at buoy A, approusching the éan Fruncisdo
harbor, inbound.

5. Q. Have you the approximate time of paselng buoy A?
A. 6158 a.m. P.N.T. ’

4 T R




6. Q. On which side did yoﬁ padﬁf ) o o
A. The starboard slde. _ A .

7. Q. Could you pive us the mpproximate timos of baasipg the other
buoys? . : _ . . -
(The witness refreshed his memory by teferring to the lof of the
Albert Calatin for August 16, 1942)

A. Thess are our log entries here. . i;

8. Q. Captain, will you quote from your log on ibi four to eight !dﬁoh. .

of August 16, 19421 . L R
K. "7442, genera) alarm sounded. 7142, submarine slgnal dropped

“by U. 8. Navy blimp, meaning 'a submarine is below me'. Advanced ly.fokoad
speed. All guns manned. Overcast, 1ight broano,ﬂsi@gq sea, We nere :
epproaching the statlon ship at 8:27. Pllot parker was sboard. . 9il7; .o h
entered harbor. 9i45; revenus official mboard to inapeat. 9167 revemis . =
offiolal away. - . : R

9. Q. Were you on dack the morning of ihe 16th of August? '%" . ;
A. Yeq, slr. On the flying bridge. i A

i0. Q. Would you tell us what you observed youtpelf? Did you sight &
airship sbout this time? )
A. I 4a14d. o

.11, Q. Could you glve the approximate tlme of alghting her and describs
her movements? o : . o ‘ o
A+ Approximutely seven o'olock, sir, when me were at buoy A. The
alrship vam then standing out from shors, across the main channel, about .
the middle of the dredged channel. I would Judge about ons thousand fest = =~
high., He mansuvered northwest of the chumnel, then he crossed directly over L
us, heading in a southeasterly direction, sbout six hundred feet high, He - - e
then turned and. passed direotly over us again; this tims st on aatiqated . T
altitude of four hundred feet.

12. Q. Did you observe whether hls engines wera_rﬁnning?,

A. I d1d not, but they smmat h.ve been becsuse he certainly was
not acting out of the ordlnary.

13. Q. Did you see both sides of the airahipid.oq;?l“ e " ; A;-ff
A. Yas, as he paspsd one way und as hé passed the other way. LT

14. Q. Did you iote whether the door of the oar waa opan?
A. No, sir; I did not,

15. Q.Had it been open you believe you would héfg igﬁn it .
A. Yes sir. The second time he possed over us he was about
_four hundred feet high,

16, Q. Did you ses anything on the water during this period? ..

A. We got the signal from the atution ship to stop immediately.

Then when I looked around I saw a smoks streok right on the water und I
could see fire occesionally. Then is when we eounded the general slarm.
The smoke was wpproximately four hundred yards on our port bow. That Was  :
at 7142. The airship wae oowming down over the smoks, He chme down to,ihgtﬂ
I should judgs to be thirty feet from the mwateris surfacs. That ia what I‘it
could ot understand: I attributed that to the faot We bad beern ha¥ing =~ %oits
_ whales and I flgured he was having a drill with thesé fishi uiid was Soming, .. é
down to ses what he had done. He oamé down, &s I pay; aboub thirty reet rfﬁng*
tha water, :nd thed he pradually rose snd ufter that I never ﬁiﬁnﬁin‘aﬁﬁiﬂfﬁf‘

Fi=r M

We went ahand and I never looked at hid dhy mqigi :

1 ) i S
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17. Q. Would you pleuss pummurize your observations of the airship?

A. At about soven ofelock I observed the ship standing oul from the
Golden Cate. The alrship proceeded in a ncrthwesterly directlon as we were
standing in toward Ban Fruncisco at eleven kmots. At the buoy F, &t about
714%, we obssrved a smoke bomb four points on our port bow, distance .
approximately four hundred yards. The eirship, at that tlume, was olrellng
aomewhat to the north end east of the smoke bomb at approximately eight
hundred feet. Then as we came on, the airship turned and heuded southeast,
passing direotly over us at about six hundred feet, then oiroled about one
mile to the gouth of us, returning direotly over us at about four hundred
feet. Then we oceaged obaserving the alrship bscause we were busy pioking up
a pllot and when f looked around to sae what had happened to him at about
8115 he wae approaching the smoks bombs from the southeast &i epproxisately
thirty feet above the water. As he dropped low to the water, he was then
two or three miles ustern. He then rose gradually to about one hundred fifty
(150) feat, which was the last I saw of him. ¥hen we looked hack about
five minutes later he wap not in sight and we falled to see him thereafter,
although we loocked for him all the way in to San Fruncisco. He romse '
vertiocally apparently on an even keel although still having scme forward
motion. He peemed, however, to be completely under control. The bag
wag apparently fully inflated.

18, Q. Did you observe him through ycur binoculars?
A. Yep.

19. Q. pid you see anyone in the cabln?
A.s Ro. .

20. Q. Did you see mnything dropped frem the ship?
A. I observed him through my binoculars but fziled to notice

.anyons in the car and did not see anything dropped from the ship.

21. Q. Did you observe the ares immsdiately in the wvicinity of the

emoke bombe?
A. Yen.

22. ¢. Did you notice anything in the water?
A. Ko, sir. Nothing in the vicinity of the smoke bomb. Thera were,
honever, & oouple of black-fish in sight.

23. Q. If there had been & man in the water at that time in that
lmmediate vieinlty, would you lave been uble to have seen him?

A. I would Yes.

24. Q. Fas the sky completely overcust.
A. No, mlr. It wse broken.

<5. Q. Could you estimate the height of those eclouds?

A. I should psy twenty-five hundred feet (2500). Thils, however,
is a rough guess. That's about all, except when he came down I figured he
wap having o drill. Bince I have been frequently coavoyed by sairships, I
think I would have noticed anything unusual about this ship's movemsnts.

26. Q. What line are you operating with?
A. Amerlcan Hawallan BSteamphip Company.

The board informed the «itness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject mutter
of the investigation which he thought should be a matter of regord in .
connection -therewith, which had not been fully brcught out by the previcus
questioning. : ’ )

Tha'gitneaa atatedithatggi:had pothing furthsr to say.
’l.,— L S

The witness was duly warned ;nd withdrow.
y
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A witneéu called by the recorder entered, was informed of the subject
matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared as followst

Exanmined by the recorders

1. Q. What is your name?
A. Osonr Hammersteen.

2. Qo What 1s your present address?
A. 41 Colonial Way, San Francisco, California. ) :
. R
3. Q. Mhat 1ls your present oocupation? N
. A. First mate on the Daisy Gray. : .

4+ Q. Were you aboard the Daisy Gray on the worning of August 16,
1942, when:she was inbound, between the hours of 6130 a.m. and 11 a.m.?

Al Ieu. -

5. Q. Did you obperve a dirigible or airship during that period of
tine. ' ) _
A. Oh, yes. e

6. Q. When did you first see it?
A. It was & 1ittle after seven. She was Just going between the

libarty ship und uns.

7« Q. The Albert Calatin?
A. Yes,

8. Q.. Yhat was the approximate position of the alrship at thet time?

A, Bhe wag inbound, around nortleest, :nd was following the same L
courge we were for a while——the same aus it would do in a convoy. We were ° Cu
Just ubout st F buoy when we disacvered this smoke bomb and the light at :
the same time. I called ths Captein. The aireship weat right over us and Lo
stood close to the bomb. She was about three hundred {300) feet. I oould S
see the *YJ,8, Navy." Then we disoovered the other bomb a couple of polnts R
abaft of us. Then ahe went over there where that bomb was smoking. 8he : o
went pretty close to the first bomb, then went over to the other bomb. ’
The first one wae about four pointas off F buoy.

9. Q. Did you gee the airphlp drop anything?
A. Ko,

10. Q. Did you see her spproach the water?
A. No, I should think three hundred feet was about the closest she
got to the water. I could pes the car and the flag and the "U.8. Kavy®
sign. I heard the motors howling when she went over.

11, Q. You heard the motors?
A. Yen,

12. Q. Did you see both sides of the car?
Ao Oh, yYoes. .

13, Q. Did you notice whether a door was open?
A. No, I did not see any door open.

14. Q. You did not see anything dropped from it?
‘o HO- )
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15. Q. bid you see snything else on the water besides the smoke

bomba?
An HO-

16. Q« Had thers besn u man on the water oould &ou have peen him? o o ;_F
A. YeB, because I was using the glamses. '

17. Q. When did you last ses the airship?
A« She was atill there after eight o'clook. 8She was still

betwsen the besach snd us. .

18. Q. Very high then? .
. A. Ho, she was very low—about four hundred feet.

19. Q. You did not ses her go out of sight in the olouds, did you?
A. Ho, she did not go ocut of sight, as long as we were there.

éo. Q. When did you last sight the airshipt?
A. Blght otoloock, when I went down and had my breakfast. .

21. Q. What time did you come up from breakfast. s
AI HOI - ,;.' _f.

224 Qe Whet time did you come up from breakfast? Lo
A+ After eight ololook--around 8330,

23+ Q. Did you msea the airship then?
As No, T did not pay sny more attention to it after that. 8he

looked in perfaeot shape.

24+ Q. You did not hear any voloes from the uirship .s if someons was
trying to talk to you, did you? ) ‘ S
A. NHo, Only the motors. : b
The board informed the wmitness that he was privileged to make any 3
further atalement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the
investipgation which he thought should be a matter of record in conmsction
thqrewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous questioning.
The nitnas;“stgpad that he had nothing further to eay. . ;;}‘

The witness wap dﬁly\yarnéd end nithdrew,

A witness, celled by the recorder, entered, was informed of the -
subject matter of the investigation, was.duly sworn and declared as e
followay T

1. Q. Please stute your name?
A M. Baughmgn.

2. Qs Your address?.
A. The 8. 8. Dai’y Grﬂyc

3. Q. What is your position on the Daisy Gray? : B
A. A. B, "

4. Q. Were you on watch between #ix end eight on August 16th?
A. Tes, I had the four to eight watoh. I took the watoh at oo
6330 and went off at. eight o!clock. ' ' S

5. Q. Did you see an airship?
A, Yoe, a 'bl.'b!lp.

: 6. Q. Where did you first sight this? Cob
Lol A. The first time I saw it, 1t wes on the port side und I went ovar <
e on the’side. It wus poing toward the 'Frisoo Bhore. I told the mate about it. R

" I




7. Q-
' A.

8. Q.
A.

standing Btill on the port side. Then all of a sudden she plcked up
and went arcund the stern.

9- Q-
A

" 10. Qo
A
the lhipo

TR o

About what time was that?
Around seven or seven fifteen,

Will you describé tho movements of the alrship?

It was standing still .t 'first mmd the next time it was = .~
speed

14

Came around the stern quite low? L L S
I could ses two wen in her. s

Yes, she headed toward 'Friasco.

Do you remembsr wha% ihey had on?
I was looking through glasses and
One of them hed dark hair. '

I could sed the two men on’

1.

(witness hers addressed Commander Lange, 7 ! ) T
uniform which Commander Lange was wearing) and & cap and thers was -

flight

Q. Could you see what he had ont S - '
A. There wag a round fuce. He had on & uniform like yours, ,
indicating by gesture the suszmer

black on the shoulder stripes and I believs there wae some gold om them

there.

12,

13,

in ghe front and steam and smoke following it.
This liberty ship was overtaking us.

14.
minutes
15.

16.

17.
north,

14,
then on

19.

20,

They then went away.

Q. Did he have a moustache? : i et e s v gaps
A. No, I did not notlce. He was looking out the window on the rightl

Q. bid they wave to you? ‘ _ ) Ve
A. I did not notice., I eaw something golng along in the wgtar-—firo
All of us locked at it.

Q. Where did you see the smoke? . , L
A+ It was eircling arcund like a torpede in the water. About ten

to eight I saw another one on the left; aatern.

This was on the port side?
Yes, sir.

Q.
y

Q.
A

ibout how far away from the ship?
About a mile or mile and a half,

Was the airship directly over the bombs?  , |

Q. S .
When I saw her she was farther away toward Poini Arens

T . 1
A. toward the
Q. ¥hen she flew over, the motors sounded good, did they? .
A. When we saw her the first time on the starboard side, real low;
the port side stopped and then she cams across the stern. '

Q. You dafiniteiy saw two men?

A+ Top.

Q. That was before you saw the bombs?

A. Yes, Oh, yes. .

G. Did you see anything on the water in the vicihlty of those Bmokss:

Y

A. There wére soms patrol boats.

In the olose vicinity of the bombs?
HO.

Q.
Ao
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23. Q. Qould you have seen a man in the water 1f thare hud been one ih {

the water? . .
A. I do not know,

24, Q. When did you last ses the airship?
A, About elght o'clook it looked okay to ms., Then I went below.

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make sny
further statements covering snything relating to ths subjeat matter of the
investigation which he thought should. be.a matter of record in conneotlon :
therewith, which hud not been fully brought out Ly the previocus . '

questioning., _ _
The witness stated that he had nothing further to eay.

The witness waps duly warped and withdrew.

‘The bosrd then, at 12:03 p.m., took a recess watil 1:30 p.a., 8t :
which time it reconvened in the Board Room, U. 8. Naval Alr Statlon, .
uoffﬂtt F’.eld, Culi.f. . : - X

Presents - L.
All the members, the Recorder snd the Reporter, : .

A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the subject
patier of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared as follows:

Examined by the recorders

1. Q. Pleapa stete your name? .
. A, Wesley Frank Lamoursux, Sesman, Second Class, U.8.K., Armed Guard

Unit based at Treapure Islsnd, Ban Francisco, California.

2. Q. Ware you abosrd the Albert Galatin the morning of Auguat 16,
1942. :

Lo Ie" sir. (.,,'

3. Q. At which time she wag inbound to Ban Francisco?
A. Yes, nir.

A.-Q. Did you observe & blimp during the morning of Auguat 16.
A. T did, sir. .

5. Q. When did you [irst see ths blimpt .
A. It was around seven ol'clock. We did not have & watch up
there but it was spproximately seven o?clook. '

6. Q. Where wag the blimp when you lirst saw it?
Ao It was coming toward us on our starboard bow. It was quite a
way off toward shore; when first sighted, but headed almost directly for
us, We were just past the Farallones a short way vhen we first sighted
her rnd she was coming in on the Marin side--soming from that direction. .

7. Q. How long did you observe this? .
A. Approximately ome hour, sir. From the time we first slghted her S
until the time I laat saw her. ‘ - SIS

8. Q. Would you tell the board yoﬁr observations of the bllnphané_itl,
dirsction and course as far as you remember during the period it was undeér
your observetion from approximately seven to eight o'vlook..

A. Yes, sir. A8 I say, we first observed her coming en owr
atarboard bow, Bhe crossed our bow and also crossed over anothér nhip

[ ]
[ .
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that was just behlnd us,. [EJa l'é 'turn hen and cume buck moross our bow ol
again. Then she went cut over the wuter quite a way and she seemed to ) S
climb n little and swung ercund agaipn and cawme ‘around our sterm from our .
port slde. At that time I noticed o man stending in an open window of the . e
gondola. It was on the port eide of the gondola he wams stending. I ecould [
make out his uniform wam sort of brown or tan, I was not using the glnsses o
‘and ocould not see his features oclearly, 8he swung oclear sround and orossed . _
our bow agcin :nd went ocut over the water nnd she woe out around thers for .
& while and the other man went to call the watch which was 7130 and while . Lo
he was down below I noticed the flare. It was just ubout two pointe off ocur .
bow und it was lying ebout, I would say, one hundred fifty yards off. I 0
observed it nith the glasses :nd was wondering what it was and looked up i
toward the flying bridge and they sere also looking =t it with the glasees .
and the pllot end oaptaln vere up there so I did not make sny report when I v
saw that they were observing it. This flare had quite a bit of ssoke coming =~ o
from it snd naturully we were looking other places slso. Ab the time, I . L 3
did not ‘obaerve the blimp. SGhortly thereafter I noticed another flars and it was. .
direotly bn the other- éide-of the [irst flare and directly beyond and in C
1ine, About that time they rang the gensral alarm. At that tims wa were
rapidly golng away from it.. We alternately watohed the buoys snd the
airship. I took my place shethe pointer statiom und e trained in the
general direction of the bucys. The telescope wum very foggy und I could
not meke out the flame very clearly but the trailmer followed in un arc and
we observed it. The blimp wup hovering over the spot where the [lures wers,
We figured by that time 14 was m submarine. From then on I am not too
positive of the motions of the dirigible except that it would come down
very close over the water. In fact, it seemed to almost sit on the top
of the water.

9+ Q. Did 4t touch the wuter, do you think.
A. No, sir, tut we were quite ¢ distunce from it at that time,
It could have been fifty feet or less, but it was very very close; sir. [
watched 1% pull its nose up und then I did not watch it any more, I wap
talking to my officer,

10. Q. Did you see 1t ascend into the clouds? '%'J;f
A. No, sir, the last I saw it was when it was Just pulling its e

nee up. :

£ R : ) ;

1. Q. Wam 1t & stesp climb? S

A. At about a ten degres angle, When it first cuxe aoross our bow Lo

it came aoroms very fast and the motore were roaring with the wipd behind

it. It was really coming. When they did turn they seemed to cut it

around sharply.

12. Q. That's prior to the time it dropped the smoke bomb}
A. Yes sir, : . 7

13, Q. Did you see the blimp drop & smoke bomby
A lo, alr.

14. Qi pid you ses two men in the blimp?
A. I sow what appeared to be another man just in front of this man,
;tu:dingliz the window. I oould not say 1f he wus & man or not—it was
ust a blot,

15. Q. The firet time it pussed ovnﬁf .
A. No, the time it came over our stern, sir.

16. Q. What time was that? _ . .
A« Pretty hard to judge, sir, it was befores the general wlars
was pounded. .
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17. Q. Jugt prior to the time the slerm sounded?
A. Yes, sir.

18. Q. Did you say you saw one man standing up in the ocar?
A. Yes, sir, I could not ses the bottom half of hls body but
he was ptunding close to the window so we ocould make his body out cleaily

and definitely establish that it was a man,

19. Q. Whereabouts was he in the car?
A. About midshipe, sir/ : ‘ .

20. Q. Did you notice whether the door was open?
© .- As No, door wus dpen, but it looked like a window wus open, sir.

2. Q. From the time you first sighted the blimp uut;%_gyg‘tépo the
smoka bomb was dropped, was the blimp followlng your course on ilg—zag

maneuvers across from port to starboard?
A. It seomed to be spending mors time on the port side. It would

barely come aoross our bow and then return to the port and go way ocut over
the port bow. Thut!s where it would gemerally muke its oircle.

22. Q. Whore wus the cirship in relation to ﬁho smoke bomba,.
A. When I firet saw the pmoke bomb, I 414 not notice the alrship,
I could not say whether I scw it lmmediately. .

23, Q. Did 1t peem to descend to the water, close to the amoke bomb?
A. lLater on, yes, when it cams close to the water.

24+ Q. About what time was this when you saw the airship approach
tlose to the water? ,
A, About ten minutes after eight,

25, Q. About how far astern of you was the blimp at athat time?
A. A good two miles, air,

26. Q. Did you notlce snything in the water in the vicinity of the
emoks bomb? )

A. Before that, we had noticed quite a few large wheles. They
were ooming on the port side of us. They may havs alstaken the whules for
a submarine, .

27. Q. Tou ftghted nothing thet might have been s subsurine?

A. No, slre, There wag a small, vhite fishing boat right off the
Farullones. It wus on the in-shore side of the Farullones, Az we passed
the Farallones it stood out in the channel Buoy. It would have been a lot
closer to the ship when 1t came close to the water than we vere.

28. Q. Did the airshlp seem to be in control et all times?
A. Yes, sir. . The only thing was thut it did seem to be
travelling very fast and turning very abruptly.

29. Q. The last time you saw the blimp or sirship was about eight ten?
A IBB’ sir.

30. Q. That's after she wus closs to,the water?
A. Yes, sir. .

31. Q. And under way? .
A. Yes, pir, under way ut all tinmen,

32. Q. Nq one else in that vicinity who could have dropped a flare
other than the blimp? ' .
A. Yo sir.
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33. Q. Did you know how long that flare burned or smoked?
A: I would say for ut leset forty minutes., It was from soven-

thirty on, -

34. Q. From the time it xas first sighted until you last saw it,
A. No, eir, we couldn't see the flares. It was too far away.

35. Q. From the time you first sighted 1t until when?
A. Wo watched it as far ap =e could. ,

36. Q. You observed it for about how long?
A« About twenty minutes. ’

37. The board informed the witness that he wam privileged to make

any further st:tement covering anything relating to the subject mattier of ..

the investigation which he thought should be a mutter of record in oon-
neotlon therewith, which had not been full brought out by the previous

questioning.
The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.
.Ths nitness wam duly warned and withdrew,

A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the
sublect matter of the investigation, was duly sworn :nd declared as
followsy : :

Examined by the recorder:

1. Btate your name, rate and present station?
A. Cameron Lind Seger, gunner's mate, third class, aboard ths 88

Albert Galatin.

2. Q. You were aboard the Albert Galatin on Sunday, iuguut 16,
between 6130 and 9100,
A. Yes, s8ir,

3. Q. And did you observe an ailrahip or dirigiblo during thut period
A. YoB, Bir, A |

4e Q. When did you first see it?
A. About T4z,

5+ Q. Where was the uirship at that time? )
A. The relative bearing was about two hundred degroeos.

6. Q. Do you mean somewhat on Lhe port quarter?
A+ Yes, slr.,

7. Q. How long did you obsarve the airship? '
A. From the time I went to general quarters until the dirigible
went out of might.

8. Q. About what time did it go out of aigﬁt?
A. T think it was about oight otoloock.

9. Q. Did you see anj smoke bomba?
A. I paw two,
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10. Q. Where nere they? L-J [J-J H 'J '
A. They were on the port quarters. P

11. Q. How far away?
A. Oh, when they first oame up, they were beiween {ive hundred and

one. thousand yarde away.

12, Q. Could you dsscribe in general the course of the airship during

the time you observed it? :
4. It maneuvered over the area of the smoke bombs and cirecled three

or four times over thera, then went awey from ue to the stern and went low—
within fifty feet of the water, und rose to normal height und appesred to -
drop some ballast which looked like sand or liquid. Then it went away and
disappoarsd ct about its normal height,

13. Q. What would you estimate that to be?
A. About five hundred feet. I imngine.

14. Q. Did it disappear from view or did it go up into the overcast? ) e
A+ I belleve it went into the overoset, C

15. Q. Did it appear to rise rapidly from that lowsst point. . i
Ao Yes, I

16, Q. On a ievel,‘even keel?
"~ A. Yes, sir.

17. Q. Did it reappear after it first disappeared?
A RO,Bir-

18. Q. The last time you saw 1% wam after she rose from the lowest

posltion?
AQ‘IGB' sir,

19. Q. Hom far from your ship would you estimate the airship to huve

been when she disappeared?
A. I Imagine 1t wag about efght thousand yards,

TR 20. Q. Were you close enough to obssrve the interlor of the car?
R A, No, sir,

SR 21. Q. You did not see anyoms in the cart = I”'f
AO HO’ 811‘. . :

22. Q. Were the motore turning over? ' ~_;?:
A. Yss, 8ir, . R

23, Q. Could you hear them? ‘ ' iz
4. I belleve I could hear them. Cow

24+ Q. Was the sun out at that time?
A, No, it was not,

25. Q. Bky overcast?
A. Yon, »air,

26. Q. From which end of the car did’this sand or water you obesrved

falling ccae? .
A+ I could see it when 1t dropped through the air but could not see

it when 1t first came out,

27. Q. This is at the time that the ship made the ascent from the poiiit
until you last saw 1t?

A. ;t ra3 juat after it rose from the water,

papy
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28. Q. Could you mtate dafihltely whether the airehip touched the
water? :
&. No, 1t did not touch the water.
29, Q. The rirst time you saw the alrship was while ‘you were ut
genaral quarters? .
4. Yes, sir.

30+ Qo Thias is directly afterward that you mpotted the smoke bomb?
_A. Yesn, mir. ‘ :
* 31, Q. The airship «t that time was where?
A+ On the port quarter.

32. Q. Wan it circling over the smcke bombs?
Ao Yes, sir.

33. Q. Did you ses anything in the water in the immediate vicinity )
of the smoke bombe? _
A« Ro, sir, .
34. Q. Would you have bsen able to bave seen a man in the water? .
A. Yag, sir, -
P
N ,; 35. Q. About how long did you observe the flare? How long did they
ant?

A. I cannot recall how long they lasted. . :f.

36. Q. Have you seen these airships on seversl occasions?
A. Yo3, I have, sir. '

37. Q. Did this alrehip seem to be 1n normal conditiont
A« IY sppeared so to me, sir.

38. Q. Did you see any other vessel closer to the flares than the

Albert Galatin?
A. No, sir,

39. Q. Could these flares have been dropped by any surface eraft in
the area or any other aircraft except the blimp, ' . . :
. A No’ li!‘. ) ) : ;':-:.:..
40. Q. Did you ses anything elze drop from the blimp? o

A. You mean besidss the ballast?

41. Q. Anything else?
A. Just what appeared to be ligquid or sand.

42. Q. Did you see any smoke ooming from the engines?
4. Ro, sir.

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make eny BT
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the ‘ S
investigation whioh he thought should be a matter of record in conmection ; R
therewith, which had not besen fully brought out by the previcus questioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

_The witness was duly warned und withdrew,
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A witnees, called by the r J déx; e tared Iwaa informed of the ;'jﬁ}

subject matter of the investlgntion, wns duly eworn and declared as S
followss .

Fxamined by the racorder:

1. Q. State your name, rate snd prepent assignment?
A. Richard John Patberson, peaman, second olass, U.B8.N.,
stationed aboard the ghip Albsrt Calatin.

2. Q. Wers you aboard the Albert Galatin on the morning of Bundsy,

August 16, 1942%
A+ Yon 1 ail‘.

3. Q. Did you observe 2n sirship or dirlgible at that tine,
A.' 198, 8ir. .

4+ Q. When did you first see 1t? .
Aas First suw 1% about two minutes after genersl alarm was sounded.

5« Q. Where was 1t then?
A. It wap aft of our ship, just about off the starboard sids.

6. Q. How far? ’
A. Well, not over a quarter of a wmile uway.

7. Q. How long did you mes . it?
Ae I would suy it must have been one-hslf hour,
8. Q. Could you, just in genersl, doacribe its courpse during the time

f*3371§ you obgerved it?
oot A. Nost of the time it =as going amay from the ship—southwest—

L golng out toward the Farallones.

9. Q. What wes the approximate altitude?
A. Not over fifteen hundred feet. It was changing eltitude all the
time. It would coie down. Once it came down within about txenty-five feet

of ths aater.

ok 10. Q. Did it go into the cloudm at any time?
s A+ The visibllity was very poor,

R 11. Q. Did you ses any suoke or flaren?
B} A. No, sir.

12. Q. You did unol see any smoke bomb?
A. No, slr.’

13. Q. You did not ses any smoke bomb?
A, HO’ elr,

14, Q. Aftear the alrahip made its olosest approach to the water, did

you see enything drop from it? _
- A. Yes, 8ir, I do not know whether it wus sand or liquid. It was

cne or. the other., It was like someone pouring 1t out.

15, Q. Did it rise slowly or rapidly from that time?
* A+ I% was rising pretty slow,

Lot ) 15, Q. On un even koel or nose up?
A« Even keel

17. Q. Was that the last time you paw 1t?
A. It started travelling off southward and it disappoared

preity faat.
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18. Q.

| Gadlll e s
Have you any 1deJ\ILatu ua[ it ‘o digappear, whether it nas

out of visible distance or in the clouds, or what?
A. T would aay it was going southeast the last time I saw it.

19. Q.
oloudn?
A,

20. Q.
Farullones?
A,

r 21, Q.
A.

220 Qu
"Ae

23. Q.
Ae

24+ Qe
-Ae

25. Qu
A.

26. Q.
A.

27 Q.
A.

28. Q.
Al

290 QI
A.
poesmed like

30. Q.
4.

31. Q.
‘.l

32. Q-
A-

33. Q.
A.

31... qi
A

Do you think it could have disappeared without going into the
No} sir, I do not think so.
When you lost sight of the dirigible, could you still see the

IBB’ sir.

About what time was that, that you lost sight of the airship?
It must Liave been about 8410 or 8:l15.

You know it was after elght?
!08, sir.

You could ptill sees the Farallones?
YBB, llr-

Were the motors turning over?
T could not say for sura sbout that.

You did not hear them?
NO, eir.

At the time you observed the blimp was the sun on her at any timt
The sun, »ir? ‘

Yoe, the sun?

No, eir.

About how long did you observe this spray coming from the ship?
I do not bellevs 1t wam over cne minute, sir.

Did that uppeaer to dissolve before it hit the watef?
Yens, it did. It was sort of dark whenm 1t left the ship but
someone pouring it out in spurts.

Did any of the falling stuff appear to touch the water?
Ko, sir, 1% never.

Which end of the car did the stuff come from?
From the starboard side.

How far aft in the car? )
About midships, but it was pretty hard to tell.

pid 1t appeaf to be under control at all times?
Yes, sir, it seemed mo to me but it did act quesrish at timss.

In what way? .
It would come up und go down all the time. The ope time we

thought 1t would touch on the water it went about twenty-five feet from the

surface and

35. Q.
F

.36. Q.
A.

ptayed there qults a while. .
pid it acually touch?
Ne, sir.

pid it actuslly hold its position in one spot?
Yes, sir, .
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37. qQ. Then after 1t held its position in one apot, did it stert up

suddenly? )
A. Yes, but not fast-—just moderately.

38. Q. That was the time you witnessed the spray coming from the ship?
A. Yes,

39. Q. Before yéu observed the spray dlalodged?
A. Yos, sir.

40. Q. That was the last time you saw the ship? . .
A. Noj.I sax it for a while going southiard.

4. Q. Btil1l rising?
A. Ies~*not very fast, but was gaining aititude all the time,

424 Qo Did it disappear into the olouds?
A. I think it was fog.

43. Q. But it disappeared at that time?
A+ Yeos.

Ahs @, Did you pee it aguin after that?
) A. No, I never.

45. Q. That was ebout 8:157
A. Yos, I do not think 1t was any later.

46, Q. At the time the alrship ocame o0losest to the water, did you see
any vessel oloser to it than your ship?
A. I think there was s small ship behind us. It was not over
fifteen hundrad yards from us.

47. Q. Did you see &ny other object on the surface nesr the airship?
A. No, sir.

8. Q. No oll slick?
A. No, sir,

49. Q. Ko other objeot?
A NO’ sir,

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make any
further statement scovering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
investigation which he thought should be a matier of record in comnectlon
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous questioning,

The witnesa stated that he hond nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warmed and withdrew.

The board, then, nt 3130 p.m., adjourned wntil 10 a.m. Monday,
Augunt 24, 1942,
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U. 8. Naval Alr Station

Molflett Fleld, California -

Monday, August, 24, 1942,
The board met at .10 a.m.
Prasenty
Commander Francls B. Connell, DE-¥(G) U.8.%.R., senior member;
Commender Karl L. Lange, A—V(G) U.8.5.R., member}

Lieutenant Commander Volnsy €. Finoh, U.8.X. (Rct], meabsr and .
Lieutenant (j.g.) Cuthbert B. Currie, I-V(8), U.B.M.R., recorder,
George Finley Phillips, Junior, ysoman second class, V-6, U.8.N.R.,

rqporter.

'

‘The record of proceedings of the third and fourth Qays wars read and
approved.

The ‘board, then, at 12115 p.m., took & recess until 1515 p-l. at
which time 1t reconvened in the Board Room st U.8. Naval Alr Statlon,
Moffett Flold, California.

Prasenti
All the members, the recordar und the rapurter.

A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the subjeot
mattor of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared as follows:

Examined by the recordert

1. Q. State your nsme, rank ond present station.
A. Ideutensnt R. J. Blair, U.8.N.R., Squadron ZP-32, Moffett Field,
California,

s

2. Qs ATe you g ¢ualified Naval Aviator (Alrship)?
As I am awsiting such designation at thips time.

3. Q. Are you a qualified oivil pilot?
L. Yes, I am a lighter—than-sir pilot snd hold an ingbructorts
rating :nd blind-flying rating under the Civil Aercmautica Authority.
My pllotts licenas mumber 32079,

4s Q. Wil1 you briefly gives your experience in lighter-than-air
agﬁ the number of hours you have flomm ia I-type ships or comparabls
ships? ...
A. In L-types 1 have flown peven thousand hours, I etarted flying
in 1923 in the United States Army, Goodyear Tirs und Rubber Company in
1927, have been aotively engaged in flying lighter-than-air aircraft,
prlncipally,L~typn shipe for the past flfteen years.

5. Q. Mr. Blair, you ere tha Flight Mat-rial Officer for ZP-32%
A. Yen, sir.

6. Q. And as such you were requested to prepare an estimate of the
damage to the 1-8 and also to estimste the cost of ropalr of that
danage? _ ,
A. Thatis right. ’
7. Q.+ Do you have that estimate of the danage available? l
4. Yes, sir, I personally prepared un estimute of the damage to ihe
bag of the uirehlp L-8 and also on a blueprint drawing of an airship

comparable to the L-8 I marked, in red penéil; the dapage to the bag. f}

The other items of damage to the 1L-8 were -ompiled by the Assembly and . 1

Repelr Inepector. I was right with him when he wont over sverything and

estimated the damages on that. He reported the damages 2nd I estimated f

the cost of raspalrs.

A

e
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' Lt. Blair submitted to tHe B3trd & copy“'of a letter from the Flight
Material Offlcer to the Commanding Offlcer, 2P-32, dated August 19, 1942,
subject "damages to the L-8 alrship bag by gores and patterns.® The copy
of thie letter was received in evidence cnd murked "Exhibit ¢.®

Lt. Blair submitted to the Board a druwing 66070-215, title .
%General Arrangement of TZ Alrahip" upon whlch were pumercus markings in
rod pencll. This wus sdmitted by the Bourd as evidence and merked

n"Exhiblt 10.°

Lt. Blalr submitted copy of 2 memorendum from the Amsembly und Repair S
inspection department to the Cuemanding Officer, ZP-32, dated August 18, : A
1942, subjeot "Heoessary repairs to the L-8 alrship.® A copy of this S
megorandum was adeitted in evidence and marked "Exhibit 11.*

8. Q. On the drewing thet you submitted (BExhibit 10), there are .
nunercud red penoll marks, ocan you explain what thece are intended to

designate? - L
A. The red lines mark the teara in the L-8. Howaver, 1t should be LT
noted in some instances where the lines are straight, the tears may be :
ragged. Also where & red circle appears with a line in the middle, that
indicates a burned spot from the slectric wire whigh was broken when the o
L-8 deflated and landed in Daly Clty. The marks placed on this drawing L A
(Bxhibit 10), were placed there nfter-a careful examination of the bag of ‘ vl
the L-8 after the ucoident whioch vecourrsd Auguwt 16, .

9. Q. Could you, Mr. Bluir, estublish the totsl cost of repairs to :
the 1-87 ’ . .
: A. Tss8, sir. The totel estimated cost of repairs to the L-8 is .,
twelve thousand five hundred dollars ($12,500.00).

10. Q. That includes the oar and bag? .
A. That 1s total repeirs, providing & new bag is not sssential.
Cost of a new bay is twenty-eight thousand meven hundred forty-two

dollars (£28,742.00).

- ‘ 11, Q. Would that raise the total figure?
IS A. Yes, slr, that would ruise the tota) figure by twenty-one
N thousand dollars {$21,000.00), sir,

12. Q. And could you &lso estublish the time that would be required
to effect thene repairs?
A. To effect repeirs on averytlhing but the bug will take ten (10)
days. The bag repaira, if made, will take close to ninety (90} days.

13. Q. Will you add what 18 deing done toward condit{oning the 1-87
) A. Repairs to the car, fins and bug asccessories are woll under L
The ship will be resdy for erectlion Wednesday, August 27, 1942, sir, and
will be ready to test fly amome time beiween the lst snd Ird of Beptember
by using the spare L bug and two spare engines and propellers.

‘1. Q. g. What do you think the 8quadron propoees to do with tha
salvaged matorial?
A. The engines are in Pacifio Alrmotive Company mow for overhaul
and those engines, as soon as overhauled, will be returned to the 8quadron
and used for apures. ;

- " 15. Q. Is the same true of ‘the propellors?
A. Yes, air,

16. . What is the rocommended dispositicn of the damaged bag of the

L-8? .
. A. Well, sir, considering the cogt of u nmew bag, wad the auarciﬁy
of rubber, I would récommend that they repalr snd overhaul this beg for

. v
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' Vol B
17. 2. #r. Bleir, do you know when the leet gomplete inspection of
the L-8 was made? _
A. Yes 8ir, the last complete inspection cf the L-8 wus made
August 11, 1942,

18. Q. Do you have a repert of that inspactlion?
A. Yas, alr.

19. Q. Are you the oustodian of that report?.
A. Yom, sir.

(A éopw of this quarterly Iaspection Form dated August 11, 1942, was
submitted to the Bosrd and wap received as avidence and murked "Exhiblt 12)".

20. Q. From the quxrterly inspeotion report (Exhibit 12), what, In
your opinion, #ﬁs the condition of the airship us of August 11, 19427
A, Me lﬂ the condition of the L-8, 25 reported by the Assembly und
fepalr lnepoctors on their quarterly imspection report (Exhirit 12}, wes
gatiefactory cxcept for the minor items noted therein cnd these minor
1tems wers 11 correoted before the airship was returned to sexvice. -

21. 0. Mr. Blair, were you in ohurge of the salvage party which went
to Daly City to walvege the L-8 on the morning of August 167
A. Yer, sir, I wus detauiled for that by Captuin Wstaon of the

Bguadron.

‘ 22, Q. Would you plve s gensral statement of the condition of the
1-8 at the time you found it?

" A. Yes, sir. The conditicn of the ship on arrivul of the salvage
orow--the bag woe completely deflated. The rear ballonette had Leen ripped
tc deflate the air. The car wza resting on the engines, outrliygera snd
stern of the car. There had bsen no demage done by spasctatcrs other than
the cutting of the bag by firemen and police to relerse the remalning gas.

23. Q. Nap the damage to the car vhloh you found sufficlent to
indicate thot the cceoupants might have been injured thereby?
A. No. alr. The demages to the cor snd the ship in general were
oo mlight thut hed the oocoupants been in the ship they would not have been
injured in ite final landing. - .

24. Q. Q. On examinaticn of the bag of the L-8 on réturn to Noffett
Flcld, did you make & very clese survey of fabrie? )
A. Yes, sir. I exemined the bsg on the cutside and detersined ail
the gores =nd patterns that were damsged and opened up the after section
end examined -the rear ballonstta, = -

25. Q. In your szamin:tion, did you find any bullet holes or shrapnel
noles in the bag?
A. No, sir, no evidence of tullet holes or shrapnel holea gould
be foumd, .

2%, Q. Mag there any indieation of fire? :

A. N, sther thun {he sectlen cf the bag thet wes c¢n tle %ligh.-
tension line snd thers were two holes burned In at the Londing and ilghting
wlres on ihe bag.

Z7. Q. Can you state whether thege were sbvicusly incident tu the
landing?

L. Yes, thess burns were seorched fubric. Tle burned secticn s
wore ndt clear throupgh the falrdle  The riremen ra; ried the burning from
contact with high-tension llnes and thle was evident from my lnspectlon,




28. . Were you fumiliar with the weatlier wun operuting conditions

on the morning of Aurust 16, 19427
A. Yen, sir, Ly realing the aerographers' report sent to the

squadron.

29, Q. In your opinion, undar the operating conditions on the morning .
of August 16, 1942, would 1t have been possible for the oscupants 'to have
been thrown out of the car in flight by the motion of the ship?

A. No, sir, that would be an impossibility.
i

30. Q. In your opinion would it have been poanibio for the door of the
oer to have gotten in the full-open position you found it aocidentally

while in flight?
A. No, sir, that would be impoasible.

31, Q. In your opinion, what would have bden the result of the .
lightening of the L-8 by the welght of the two passengers, while on the ) ¢
flight in queption, sssuming the comblued welght to have bean about three :

hundred pounds?” . .
A. The normal prosedurs of & ship lightened that much would rise

until 1t had valved automatically encugh ges to reach its own squilibrium.

. 32. Q. What would you estimate the height would have ueen iv this ouse,
“the ship having been about two hundred pounds staticelly heavy to take off
‘and having consumed approximstely one hundred twenty pounds «if fuel?

A. Roughly, I would say it would rise through pressure height and
reach its own equilibrium at about twenty-five hundred feel. After the ship
did reach the pressure height it would loss encugh heliua to equallze
.the 1ift of the gas with the load of the ship snd then would drift und
slowly desoend, 'The condition on remohing the shore line would not

necepsarily be to make a flnal landing. Vertioal ourrente on tite risiag -
shore 1ine would tend to varry the ship aloft to such altitude for 1t to
reach its final landing at Daly City.

33. Q. In case of engine feilure, what is the common pruotice uas to B
action thet is to be token? ' e
" A The first procedurs is to immedlately detormlne il you cin start S

the enginea. If unable to o 8o, them to bring your ship up to suffiolent L
height by ballasting, to report your position, send in your emergenoy call o
and then do everything possible to get your engines wtarted. If you are F
unable to do mo, frée bailoon your ship until such tims as you ere fully

prepared to make & safe landing. :

34. Q. Can you see any reason for voluntary absndonment of the L-8
on the flight in question with 650 pounds of bembs end other dispoeable
welghta atil) aboard.. ) ‘ . .

A, No, sir, I can see no reagon for abuudoning ship with «11 the
pafety faotors avallable. ) : :

35. Q. Under conditiona prevailing on this flight, wcrld it not have
been practicable to have lightened the L-8 sufflclently to have free
ballconed her to shore and made a safe lunding?

A. Not knowing under what conditions these people left the ship,
had they stayed it would.have been possible to have free ballooned their
ship to the shors line. .

36. Q. From your experience, can ycu think of dny reason for
disturbing ballast while the ship is ascending? ‘
A. Ko, sir. . .

-64-




AN \

L . M N | i : L
37. Q. Is there any way, except nanuaily, to do s0? _ A
A. Yo, sBir. o

38. Q. Is there anything that you eun udd to your £eatimony which

would be of .saistsncs to the Board?
A. Well, sir, I do not belleve so.

39. Q. In your épinlon would it have besen practloable to have affected B 1;5
n safe landing at sen nesr one of the severul surface oraft on the morning R

of the 16tht ; .
A. Yos, sir, I would saythat you could land a ship within fifty oo
feet of an object,--of a planned lending spot. ‘ : _' 5:

’ 40. Q. Have you been able tﬁ arrive any time at a reasonably
patisfactory theory to explain the olroumstznces of this acoident?
A. No, sir, I haven't.

'41. Q. Considering the morning of the tuke-off, the ship statlically i
hervy two hundred pounds, orulsing at normil 9paed_for a period of one and P
one-half hours, would it huve been possible for the ship to ascend us a
frae balloon without dlsposing of ballast?

A. No, sir, it rould be lmpossible.

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to muke any
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
inveptigation which he though phould be & matter of record in connection
therewith, which hud not been fully brought ocut by the prevlious questioning.

The witness st-ted thut he had nothing {urther to say.

The witness was duly warned und withdrew,

A witneas, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the ,
subject mautter of the Investigation, was duly sworn and declared ns followa:

Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. 8tate your nume, renk end present station?
A. Kensel A, 8prague, Ensign, U.8.N., attached to ZP-32, Moffett
Fleld, California, .

2. Q4 You war;‘atyachud to the Treasure Island unit of ZP-327
A. Yes, sir, temporary duty at Treasure Island. ‘

3. Q. From August 13 to 167
A. Yes, air. ey

.

4+ Q. And as such, what vere yoﬁr duties? : Qq'
A+ I was up there under instruction. -

5. Q. Are you qualified as a Naval Aviator (Airship)?
A. Yea, my deslgation is somewhere between the Puresu and hers.

6. Q. Approximately how many hours have you hed in non-rigid alrships? -
A. I should say better than two thousand. | B

cry 7+ G+ You were present on the morning of Auguht 16 when the L-8 took
o
A. YoB, alr.
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8. Q, What were your duties at that time? :
A. I wos more or less just stunding by at that tims--no speclal
duties.

9. Q. Was there anything wnusual or sbnormul with reference to the

take-off? . . .
A. No, alr, nothing—-jusi & normal. wheel taks-off.

10. Q. DAd you see Mr. Cody und Mr. Adama that morning?
A. Yes, wlr.

11. Q. Did that appear to be in normal good heslth ‘nd spirita?
+ ' A Yes, #ir. | !

12. ¢. You observed no [riction of any sort?
A. Ko, sir, none whatever.

13. Q. Did you observe Ur. Cody and Mx, Adame enter the ship?
A. Yen, sir.

14. Q. Did ¥r. Cody have a confidential f1le brief cases with him?
A Ies, pir.

15. Q. Did you enter the cabin of the ship prior to take-off?
A, No, sir.

16. Q. What was the weigh~off of the ship prior to the take-off?
A. I ghould say sround 150 pounds heavy.

17. Q. ¥hat was the length of the take-of f--that is, the taxi f&ke—off?
A. Pretty hard for me to judge the distance tut I would say 150
yards.

18. Q: Mr. Sprague, you were the [irst officer from ZP-32 to arrive at
the scene of the deflation snd landing of the L-8 at Daly City?
A. Mr. Ulrioh end I arrived ct the seame car.

19. Q. Were you the first offlcer inaide the car?
A. Tes, eir, I am sure I was.

20. Q. What condition did you find with reference to the ignition
gritches? o
A. They were both on. .
21. Q. How about the master switoh?
A. It was on.

22. Q. With reference to the radio, did you notice the position of the
controla?. . ) )

A. I did not, myself, notlce the position of the radio controls, but
I heard the radlo generator running.

23. Q. bid you notice the fﬁel valves?
A. Yea, sir,

2. Q. What position were they 1n? . . : ,

A, Ths port tenk was off, the starboard snd center tanks were cn,
however, I did not place any stress on the position of the vnlves because
from bystanders I learned that others had been in the after end of the oar
before me and might have moved the valves, us thers was ovidenos of gas
disposal on the ground. :




25. . On arcival at the soens of the aceident, did you notice the

position of the loud speaker microphone? .
A. It was hanging out the door--you ere speuking of the Teletulk?

26. Q. Yen. )
A. It was hanglng out the door.

" 27. Q. What was the poaition of the door?
A. The door was latched open.

28. Q. Did you note the positiocn of the damper valves?
A. The left dumper was locked open. .

+29. Q. From your experience thims would be & normal operuting position

of the damper valve?
A. Ye8, air. In automatic [lylng, of ocourse.

30. §. Did you notice anything unsusual or out of the ordinu£7 wlen
you entered the our..
A. Rot a thing.

31 Q. Everything appurently was in place?
A. Yes, pir.

32. Q. Did you check all dipposables equlpment.
A. As far ams I could, yes, sir.

33. Q. Q. Could you give up a 1ligt of that disposallle equipment?
A. I found the following in place and intact: 1ife raft,
maohine gun, ammunition, three parachute hurnesses, three parachutes, one
1ife jacket, brief cass of confidentisl papers. I do not lmow of any
other dispozable welght. The depth charge was in place on the port side,
The one on the atarboard =ide was missing, epparently had been knooked off.

3. Q. That was the position or the bomb release lavers?
A. They were in their normal positlon.

35, Q. Did you cheok the float flares? .
A. I checked them after they were haunded oub of the ship.

36. Q. How many wefbntpero?
A. Threa. .

37. Q. bid you notice nheth;r or not the door latch wna elosed or
open when you went eboard the ship? ™
A. Ho, slr, I did not.

38. Q. Did you notice the condition of the rip punel cord?
A. Fo, 1t is outside the door. I did not notioce.

39. Q. Did the condition of the oar indlicate that the ship had made
a gentlse free balloon landing in the strest?
A. Yes, sir.

40. O. In what podition wam the coniidentlsl file brisf cuse when

. you went sboard? 4

A. It wae forwurd of the spure seat, upright on the deck. That's
vhere vie alwuys oarrled it.

41, Q. Mes it secured in :ny way to the seat?

LOPY
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The board lnformed the witness that he wes privileged to m:ke any
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the -
investigation which he thought should be a matter of record im comnection
therenith, which hud not been fully brought out by the prvious questioning.

The witness stated that he had mothing further to say.

The witnese was duly wurned and wilthdrew,
The Board then, at 4100 p.m. adjourned until 10 a.®. August 25, 1942. -
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.Uc Sl Hu?al Alr station,
Moffett Fleld, califoranlsa.

Tusaday ;-Auguat 25771942

The Bourd gat at 10 n.m.

~ Presentt _ .
. Gommander Francis B. Comnell, pE-V(G) U.8.H.R., senior member) )

Commander Karl L. Lange, 1-v(G) U.S.H.R., member;j

Lt. Commander Volney C. Finch, U.B.N. (Ret), member and

Lt. {jg) Cuthbert B. currie, I-V(8), U.8.K.R.,) Recorder. o
George F. Phillips, Jr., yeomsn sscond class, ¥-6, U.B.K.R., reporpor;
Ho witnessea pot otherwise connsoted with the investigatlon were
pregent. :

The record of procesdings of the [ifth duy wus read and approved.

tho Board sanounced 16 would sdjourn st BEy Hell] Daly ciizs
Californis. T T

The Board reconvened Lt the °1ti¥ﬂ?¥1?Eﬂilfégéixi;99%;f9rnig;mat

111 ,3.9_:5.'!' ’

Prosents All the members, the recorder und the reponior.

A witness, called by the recorder, entared,'naa informed of the '
pubject matter of the investigation, wus duly sworn and declared as followss

Fxamined by the recor.ert

1. Q. State your name, pleuse.
A. Riccardo Capoville,

2. Q. What ia your address
A, AOl_cheatnut Bt., Ban Francisco, Calif.
3. Q. Were féu on the beach on Bunday, August 16, 19427
A. I wus down on the beach below the Olymplec Club Golf Course. I
had on my suit and was going for n swim when 1 first saw the blimp.

L. Q. Fhen did you first gee the alrship? o . L
A. I saw’'it when I was golng to gwin--about eleven olclook. It

wug about t:n or fifteen minutes aftor eleven when I saw it.

'5. Q.'lhere wag the airshlp when you tirat saw it.
A. About fifty feet away from the edge of the water.

6. Q. Bifty feet high in the air «nd fifty feet away off{-shorel
A. Yes.

7. Q. Did you watoh the airship then?
A. I stayed there and watched 1t.

8, Q. Was the bag bent at the time it fell.
A. Yen, then it came in from the water very slow.

9. Q. Did 1t come toward you broadside? . - i
A. Yes, when I first saw the airship it was sbout fifty feet out from
shors und about fifty feet off the aater. AS.I watohed it, it traveled
4n and the wheel struck just a few fest from the waterts edge. Tho.ihaéi
of the car struck the sand bank above the water. The ship thon_rodo_lnd
travelled up the canyon not hitting anything else until the pide of the
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car hit the rise of ground. As the alrship struck on the rising ground I
auw something round thaet looked like a bomb knocked off end roll domn the
will. The blimp then rose over the cmbonkment und travelled out of sight.

10. Q. Fhen you first sighted the airship were the engines running?
A. I ap not sure, but I do not think so.

11. Q. Did you see both sides of the car?
A. Not exsotly, because when it landed it went straight.

12. Q. Did you notice an open door in the Car?
. A. No, I did not. I was looking for someone in the window.

13, Q. Did you eee anyone Iln the car?.
A. Fo, I did not see anyone.

14. Q. How closs were you to the oar?
A. About fifty feet. . i

15, Q. Could you see the inside of the car through the window?
A. I could see very well.

16. Q. You did not see mnyons in the car?
‘A« No, I did look lor that purpose and did not see unyone.

17. Q. Pid the car land herd or very easy?
A. Very, very easy. The traock the wheel made 1n the sand was ubout

three or four inches deep,

18. Q. About how high did the sirship ascend after it struok the beach?
A. Oh, I would say fifteen feet.

19. Q. e snyone had been in the car, rould they have been able to
have stepped out?
A. Tas,

. 20. Q. Did you see snything hanging [rom below the oar? : Jﬁlu
i A. I saw a rope hanging from the nose of the balloon. IR

21. Q. Did you mse anything below the car.

A. No.
off -

o 22. Q. When she hit the bonk und you suw the round object break/and
R roll did you see anything else fell off or fall out of the car?
A. No.

23. Q. Did you ever pee any part of the shlpf—wh;el or otherwise
strike the water at any time?
A. No, never touched the water.

24,. Q. Woe there any water dripping off the ship when you saw it?
A. No, the car was dry.

. Z5. Q. Was there anyone else on the beach within your vislon at that
time? ’ ’ .
A. No, I never saw anyone and I looked all over. I was all alone.
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IThe board informed the witness that he aus privileged to make any .
further statement covering anything relatiny to the subject mutter of the

iuveptipgatlon which he thought ghould be a mutter of record in oogneotion.
therewith, which had not been fully brought cut by the previous questioning,

The witness stated that he had nothing further to aay.

The witness was duly w.rned and withdrew.

The Board then, :t 12100 p.s., took a recess until 1100 p.m., at whioh
_time it reconvened in the City Hall, Daly City, California. Present;
A1l the nembers; the recorder, ond the reporter.

A witness, omlled by the reccrder, entered, wus informed of the .
subjeat matter of the investigation, was duly sworn end declared ms followsi

fxamined by the reoorder; *

1. 4. What is your neme, please, and your address? . .
Ae William Morris, uddrees 419 Bellvue Avenue, Daly Clty, California.

2. Q. On the morning of Auguat 16, was your car damaged whem the

airship L-8 lended on Bellevue Avenus. :
A. 8light damage to the left front.

3. Q. Could you list that domage?
A. The left headlight .as beni forward and the hood was dented io

snd the side of ths top had a few minor scratches.

4e Qs Mhat type&‘ car wus 1t? . .
A« Dodge medan, 1928, California licenss Ko, 54 E 511.

5. Q. Did you witneas the sotuul landing of the ship? .
A. No, I did not see the motual landing when it hit the pole but I

saw 1t coming down.

6. Q. Has your var boen repaired?
A. Ro, it has not.

7. Q. What do you estimats the cost of repair?
A. I do not know.

8. Q. Do you plun to submit a olaim for the damages?
A. No. .

9. Q. How moon after the airship lunded in the street dld you see it?
A. It was soon enough so I could smell the helium next to my houss.
I bellove the fire department was lhe [irat there.

10. Q. Mr. Morris, did you notice anything om the ground under the

airship?
A Iga. I =zaw gas under tha left motor.

11. ¢. A great amount?
A. No. Fl

12. Q. Estimate 1t?
A. I will gay one gallon.

13. Q. You did not observe anything hanging ott of the car?
A. Ho, T did not. ’ .

14. Q. Did you notioe the position of the dock of the car?
A. No, I did not mee whethsr the door was cpen or closed.

[y
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The board informed the witness thut he was privileged to muke &ny : “1y
further statement coveriny anything reluting to the subject mutter of the e
investigation which he thought should be & matter of record in conpeotion R
therewith, which hud not been fully brought cut by the previous quastioning.

The witness stated that ke had nothing further to say.
wreh The witness was duly warned und withdrew. , f.

". A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the subject
putter of the inveatigation, was duly sworn and declared as followa: )

_ Examined'by the Recorder:.

1. Q. %Will you please stute your name end address?
A. Thomas OtDrien, 23 Rimel Avenus, Daly City, California.

2a d. You uare o xember of the Daly City fire depariment?
A. Right. -

3. Q. What oompany is that?
' A. Company thres (3).

4. Q. Was Company Three present on the mornlng of August l6th =hea the
airship landed on Bellevus Avenue in Daly City, California?
A. It was approximately one hundred feot from me.

5;. Q. Do you know who was the first one to reach the blimp after 1t

- ptruck the ground.
A. Well, I believe I was the firat one. 1f unycne else wap thare

we gould not see them.

6. Q. Where did you zo--to the gondola?
A. Yes, to the gondola.

7. Q. Did you look in 1t?
Al IGB.

8. Q. Which side were you ¢n?
A. On the right hand side facing toward the ocsan.

9. Q. Which side of the alrghip? ) L
A. Right hand side, facing forward. ' e
] 10. Q. Did you notice & door in the oar? | ) ﬂ_,;

o _ A. I do not know. I cliimbed up on tha ocar and looked through the o
window of the car. I olimbed up there. (Witness here indicated starboard
bomb rack on oar of -8 from picture taken at scene of accident).

ll.-Q. Thare was no one ln the car?
A. No.

12. Q. Did you notice anything hanging cut of the car?
A. I did not see anything.

13, Q. You did not get lnto the car? -
A, No, I did not.

14. Q. Do vou know who wea the first lnside the car?
A. Ro.
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15. Q. Did you ses snything--any gus on the ground?
A. There wos a sllight }oakage.

16. Q. Mr. 0'Brien, did you see the nirship lund in the atreet?
A. Yes, we were following 1% down the street.

17. Q. About what time waos that?
A. Approximately 11330,

18, Q. What waa the shape of the airship us it descended in the atraot{
A. It was in kind of a "V* ahape. ‘

. 19, Q. Then it landed in the etreet wus it inflated with_guu?
A. I could not tell you. When we pot to it the thing was all eplit

20,.. Q. The bag was deflated when you pgot there?
A. Yes, there was no gus.

21. Q. bid you notice any tears in the bag when ydu arrived?
A. Ho. R *

22, Q. Did you observe anycne cutting or uweing any sharp instruwment
to teusr into the bag? .
A. No, 1 did not.

23. Q. Diﬂ you see the alrship strike the elsctrie light wires or

pole?
A ICB’ oir.

24, Q. Did you notioe any {leme ot the time 1t struck?
A. No {lume, just a few sparks us Lhe wires broke.

. 25. Q. NWua there sny indloation of aroing due to contact with high-
tension wires «hem you arrived?
A. There ware just the sparks.

26. Q. Did you see any bombs on the ocar?
4. Yes, there was one bomb on one side of the car——on the laft
hand aide.

7+ Q. Was there a bomb on the right?
A. No. .

e 28. Q. Did you cbserve any iﬁitgunentn hanging on a cord outside of
Lo the door?
A. I did not.

2%. Q. Did you see anyons get into the car at all?
A. I did not.

30. Q. Who was the first person to get inside the oar?
A. I do not know.

The board informed the witness that he wes privileged to meke any
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
investigution which he thought should be a matter of record 4An connection
therswith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous questioning. - -

The witness stutcd that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,
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A witncsa,‘dhlled by the recorder,

WU L
entered, »ug lnformed of the

o/

subject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn end declared =8

followes

Examined by the recorders

Wil you pleﬁaa state your neme and nddress?

1. §.
A. Richard L. Johnston, 423 Bellevue Avenus, paly clty, Celifornia.
2. Q. On the morning of August 16, 1942, when the L-8 landed, did 1t
damage your ocar? _ ,
A+ Yas. .
‘ 3, Q. Where was your car?

A.

1;_- Qo
A

50 Q-
A

In front of my house.

what kind of car lo it? i
Ford V-8, sedan, 1934, llcense No. 60 H 563.

Would you glve us a st.tement us to the extent of the damage?
It. sheared off the center bolt of the fromt spring, put a dent

in the hood, broke off the side mirror and put a deep soratch in the reur
fonder on the right-hand side.

6. Q.
A,

Ts Qu
A,.

8. Q.
: A.

9| Qo
A.

10. Qo.

A.

1.1. Q-
A.
Avenue,

tail around and it hit against the wires.

ground wap

flas this damage been repaired?
The spring only, .nd they repaired the arm o the outslde mirror.

What was the coat of this?
£2.60.

Could you eatimate the comt of all repalre?
I could not. The dent in the hood 1s not much & matter.

Do you vish to submit a claim for repalirs?
No.

Is 1t your intention to submit a clalm?
No, I do not think I will.

Khere ald_tba alrship land in relation to your home?
Directly into the pole on the front of my house on Bellevue

It nosed sliphtly into the pole, hit the pole, then swung the

The first thing to hit the
the tail. The gondola hung on a oross-arm of the post and the

tall hit and evidently the soraping of the wirs let the gas out of the

bag and the tail dropped down.

The bag of the blimp draped itself over

my car. Then the gondola let loose from the post and oame down. The

right-hand

12- Qo
A.

13. q.
A.
I had time

4. Q.
A.
could ges,

sida motor hit firat.

Did you notice any [ire? ‘
Wo,.I did not see any fire.

pid the bag deflats lmmediately?

Rather gradusally, in feot 1t hit practically over my head and
enough to get from underneath. .
Yas yoﬁr houge or any other house damaged? _
Mot to my kmowledge. It hit nothing but the post, as far ss I
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15. Q. A8 fur 8 you were uble to observe the pole took all the

impuot? .
A. Yos, sir.

16. Q. How far away did you see the airship before it landed? _
A. Approximitely two blooks. I wus attraoted by the mirens. The
ship wis pertially deflated and had a sug in the top. :

17. Q. Did you observe any firenen toaring any holes in the hag?
A. Yep, they used a long pole with a knife hook on it and pocket

knives to rip the bag. _ .

18. Q. Why were they doing this?
A+ Evidently to let the gas out.

19. Q. Was there quite a bit of gas?

... Ae I could not see any need for tearing the bag myself. :They were
aleo looking into the bug to see if anyone was there. A Navy officer stopped
them after thaey had torn quite a few holes in it.

20. Q. Did you obgerve anyone olimbing up in the ocar?
A. Yos, the [lremen nent up and looked In it but the first omes to

olinb inside the car were Havy porsonnol.

21. Q. When you [irst saw the ship in flight did you notloe whether or
not the door of the gondols was open?
A. The door, as it hit, the door was ungging-—not completely closed
and not tcompletely copen. According to my recolleotion, the door was open.

22. Q. No injury to pecple in the stroet vhen the ship struok?
A: I wus the clopes onas to 1t and it did not sirlke snyone,

23. Q. D1d you notice any pas on the pround?
A, Just a small amount on the left hand motor there xas some oil
on the ptrest and them a very smull spot of g:s had leaked cut. This ofl
uppearcd alfter the motor had hung there for a while,

24. Q; Did you notice any gas dropped after the car cems to rest?
A. No. ~

-

25. Q. Did the ship land eansily or rather hard?
A. When the gondola fin:lly cume loose 1t came down hurd, buf the
descent of the ghip was grndual
. . R
26. Q. Did you ses anyone pet cut of the car when it lxnded?
A, ¥o, thers was no one in it bsfore 1t landed ap far as I aould
pee, and T was watchigg 1t very close. .

" The board informed the witpess that he war privileged to make any .
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matber of the
investigation which he thopht should be a matter of record in connection
therewith, which had not bsen fully brought out by the previous quastion-
ing.

The witness stated thut he hod nothing further to liy.
The witneps wap duly wurned cnd wlthdrew.

A witneesa, called by the recorder, sntored, woas informed of the
pubject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared us
followas .

Ixanined by the recorder)
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1. Q. Pleuss state your nakﬁ and occupation.
A. 8gt. W1lliam T. Brannan, membor of the San Francleco Police

pepartment, atinched to the Inglepida statlon.

2. Q. You were in radlo car No. 1 on the uorning of Awust 16, 19427
A. Yea, received a call with refcrence to an army blimp that was
in troubls., Time of the message was 11122 a.®.

3. Q. About what timo did you flrst sight the airship?
A. I would say about one mlnute ufter receiving the message—that

would be 11:23 a.m. ,

4. Q. At the time you first sighted the ship was she fully {nflated?
A. No, sir, it was collapsed in the aanter ond sagging in the oentar.

5, Q. How high was ghe at thut tima?

A. I mould judge about three hundred feet shen I first sam it. It
fell very rapidly for about 150 or 200 fect then = wind tock 1t and it
popped up again. At thut time I thought theie was vomecna in it and they
were trylng to get the vhip over toward the hilis. It continued in a
northeasterly direction and until &t laid agzinst & pomer pole.

6. Q. Did you observe tho lunding of the ship in the street?
A« Yon. , .

7. Q. You folloved the ship until you observed it descend in Bellevue

Avenua.
A. Yo8, sir.

8. Q. About vhat time did it make thls dascent?
A. About 1l:z5 a.n. :

9. Q. Did you observe the descent of the sihip in Lhe street?
. A+ Tes.

10. Q. Will you describe that desoent.

A. Well, it was poing in a side motion und dropping st the same
time. The ropes dragyed over a oouple of houses there and then the ocabln
ptruck agninet a pols end broke off the cross-erm. It was the cross-ars
that tore the bag. A 1ittle of the gas was atill in the rear end, and kept
that end up. Then ne got hold of it and pulled 1% down into the strest.
Bhen the blimp broke off this arm, it settled to the street and bounced
sbout six feet und stuok upright. I ascertuined there war no one in the
cabln nd then we pulled the bag away from the plane, When it fell it
broke two or three high-power wires. One of thess wires laid-ngzainst
the left front part of the oar.

11. Q. The burn was on the left front part of the car?
A. Yos, gir.

12, Q. §gt., did you see anything hanging out of the car bafore she
struck? )
A. No, 1 saw the door open and the door was mot swinging--1it seomed
to be fustened. This was while 1t was in the sir.

13. Q. Did you see anything hanging odt of the door?

A. I saw sar-phones banging out of the door when I went over to
pee if thers wers any passengers in ths oar.
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14. Q. Do you think these ear-phones were hanging out bafore anycne | N

ot to the car? .
A. I believe I wua the first one to that ecur ani Lhesre wus no one

got to it but wme, and those ear-phones wero hanging out then. They were

hanging out about one foot. Thess tro phones were a double head-set--two

recelvars nd a frume.

: 15. Q. Bgt. Brannan, could you state definitcly whether cnyone on the . ER
pround was injured at the lending of thie alrship? o
A. No one wap Injured and there rss no cne touched by any part

of the blinip when it landed, :

N Ld

. 16. Q. Did you obaerve eny firemen cutting the bag to releuse the gas?
" A. No. '

17. Q. bid you notice eny damage to the bag by the oross-arms or wires
at the time 1t descended in Daly City? .

A. The blimp appeared to bs oomplets when it was in the air and ,
when 1t ceme down on the street it pushed moross & broken cross-erm of a -
power pole for sbout twenty or twenty-five feet and that tore the beg,
which caused rlmost immediate deflation of tha ship. »

1. Q. Who was the first person to pet in the oar?
A+ The f{irst ons intc the oar wze a sallor.

19. Q. Do you know whether the éngines were running when you firast
obaserved 1t? o
A. No, the engloes were not rucning. Thers was very little gam
on the ground at the agcident. :

The board informed the witness thut he was. privileged to make nny
further stutement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the
investigation vhilch he thought shonld be a mutter of record in.conneotion
therewith, which had not been fully brought ocut by. the previous
questioning. .

The witness statod that he had nothing further to say.

The witness wae duly warned and withdrew.

T . :
A witnoes, oalled by the recorder, entered, was informed of the
subject natter_of the investiyutlon, was duly aworn and.declared ss follows;

Examined by the raoo;aarl
1. Q. Pleuse state your name Qﬁdupeoupatioﬁ.

A. L. F. Thels, Line Buperintendent of the San Frenoisco Division
of the Pacific Cos und Eleotrio Company, ' .

T 2.Q I show‘you thia puper dated Aug t‘25 1942 and esk you if you oan
Ldentify it? ' saak = ’ 7e
A. It 18 an estimate of damage cuused when the airship fell i{n
Daly City. This is the aotusl statement.

J.Ja. Total umount seventy-eight dollars cnd sixty-two cents ($78.62)1
K. Yes, sir.

2
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4. Q. Does this constituts the entire amount of damags csused to the
Puoifio Gas and Electric Company's lines? : ’ .
: A. Yes, sir. It represents the cost of repalr of damages in full
ingurred by the landing of the L-8 on Bellevue Avenue in Daly City,
Au#uut 16, 1942, between Oliver :nd Akton Btreets. )

(The Pacific Gus und Electrio Compuny's stutement of coet of repaire
to overhead lines was submitted Lo the board, and was recelved as evidence

and marked "Exhibit 13.0) :

The board informed the witness that he was privilggad to make any ' }
further stntement govering anything relating to the subject matter of the - e T
investigation which ha thought should be a matter of record in ochneotion

thérewith, which had pot been fully brought out by the previous questining.
The witness ptated thut he had nothing Curther to say. : :

The witneps was duly warned and withdrew.

The board then, at 3i15 p.m. adjourned wntil 10 a.m. Auugust 26, )
1942, . )
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U. 8. Haval Air Station
Moffett Fisld, Californis,
Wedneaday, August 26, 1942.

The board met at 10 a.m.

Presentt . :

Commander Francis B. Connell, DE-V{G), U.8.N.R., senlor memberj
T Commander Kurl L. Lange, A-V{G), U.B.H.R., member) :
) Lieutenant Commander Volney C. Finch, U.8.M. (Ret), member and T
’ Lisutenant (j.g.) Cuthbert B. Currle, 1-v(8}, U.8.M.R., recorder. . S

LI George F. Phlllips, Junior yeomun second class, v-6,-0.8.N.R., . N RS
reporter. . DR A
" o witnesses not otherwise commected with the investigation wers . S
+ present.
A witnesa, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the
dubject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn und deqlared as .
followst -

¥xamined by the recorder:

1.QPlease state your name, runk ind present sssigoment.
: A. Wendsl W, Bemis, Lleutensnt, U.B.N., Comxunications Offlcer,
attoched to snd serving with adrshlp Patrol Sguadren 32, Moffett Fleld,
California.

Z. Q. Mr. Demls, as Communications Officer, did you muke an
exemination of the radic installation in the L-8 after it landed at Daly

City on August 16, 19427
A. Not personally, but I csused one to be made by my leading

radioman.

3., Q. I show you thie paper dated August 19, 194Z, entitled *Following
conditions observed in checking radio installation of L-8" and ask you if
NI you can identify this? ‘ .

L A. Yes, slr.- It 1s a copy of a report rhioh I recelved f{rom
3 S8impscn and Devaney ufter they had checked the recelvers, transsmitter, "
battery, dynamotor znd charging eystem of the L-8. This equipment was ‘ E,
examined at Moffett Field after the L-8 had crashed at Daly City, Calif. Do
on August 16, 1942. I -

Thia reporf wag sutnﬁttcd to the board and was reoaived ne evidence

and marked "Bxhiblit 14.% '\z\

4.-Q. Mr. Bemls, in tie matter of the range filter switoh condition
described in this report, is it your opinion that this condition resulted
during the flight of the L-8 on August 16, 194<, or subsequent to her
landing at Dely City?

. A. It is my perscnsl conviction it resulted subsequent to the

landing for this reuson, sir. The radio had-been in two-way use during
the early part of the flight and the ewitch is in such & position as to
make it improbable that either the pilot or co-pilot would have broken
the contsol on the switch during the flight. )

5. Q. You stated that the transmitter’wss found to be set on the
normal operating frequenoy. Is there uny other resson then the low condi- . .
tion of the battery which might have explained the absence of rudio reporis i
from the L-8 the latter part of the flight. . _ :
A. By that I assume you mean material condition of the radio
equipment und the arswer is "no.»




6. Q. DId the speclfi@“ﬁ?uv&t} of the Buttery, as you found it,
indicate sufficlient power {or recaption? .
A. I hesitate to jive a definite answer. iy own opinion is
proably not, sir, becouse the buttery was in a state of ulmost complete
dlacharge--at leust it was so discharged ve could not mecsure the specific

gravity with the hydrometer used. '

7. Q. Then the same battery condition would have what effsct on

transmlpsion from the L-87
A. It would moke trunsmission, I would say, impossibls.

8. Q. Did this batter, on re-chargs, come up to the normal uondit&oq?’
A. Yo, sir. . ‘

9. Q. Hud the battery been normally churged ut the start of the flight
on August 16, 1942, how long would this battery have operated the maxizum

probable load imposed on it? ,
* Ae I aspume you moan if the generator had ceased operation?

10. Qo Thlt" right ﬂ’.r’ Yes. )
A. I would estimate not mare than two snd one-half hours,.sir.

11. Q. Had the buttery been normally churged st take-off om August 16,
how many routins trensmissions do you balieve the battery vould have
pormitted ufter fuilure of the generatory

A. It 1s quite probable that two ccntucis could have been ruade
vormally, sir. If they were made withln the {irst hour aftcr generator
failure, it is quite possible that three or more might hove been made.

32, Q. Had an attempt bsen mude to start the engines with this
battery, in your opinion, would & successful rudio transmlpaion have
been porslble after one attempt to use the starters?

A. Probably not.

13. Q. Ie there any way of telling whether the battcry had been used
in an attempt to start the engines?
A. Yo.

14. Q. Have you received any reports ns to the reception of the Bogen
Haller thut was installed on the L-87
A. At several times, Lt. Cody atuted thut he hud used the Bogsn
Haller succesafully at heights up to iive hundred feet to muke volos
contacts with surfuce vessels.

T -
15, !ﬁ WPhat were Lt. Cody's reactions as to operution of thls unit?
«A., Lt. Cody scemed to be enthusiustio about its possibilities for
use in certain conditions when other mesns of communicatlons were not
effective.

16. 0. Did Lt. Cody. indiocate to you that he had used this unit
frequently in contacts with surface shipa?
A. Lt, Cody had used the unit both for oontacting surface ships
and also for toalking to the ground eorew prior t¢ landing, sir.

17. Q. I show you thls papers marked "Log Bheet® dated August 16, 1942,
and ask you can you identify it ss a true copy of the log kept by Airship
Patrol Bquadron 32 base radlo personnel at Moffett Fleld, California,
covering the period during which the L-# was in flight on August 16, 1942,
until spproximately 22007 -

As Yes, air.

(The radio log for ZP-32, Moffett Fleld, Calirornls, dated August 16,
1942, was submitted to the Board :nd was adeltted ss evidence and marked
"Exhibit 15.n} ) :
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18. Q. Doas this radio log show any contacts with the L-8 on the
morning of August 16, 19422
A+ It does.

19. Q. Would you liat thome »nd explain the contaots? ) i_;;
A. The log indlcates his flight number 1s 101 end that iz elso Sl

his cnll for his flight.

20, Q. W1ll you give the Board eny radio message lndioated on that |
log which were received betreen the L-8 and shore statlons on the morning
of Aupust’ 16, 1942. ' ..

A. At 1437 G.C.T. (0737 P.W.T.) the Love-8 called Wing Control and

requested them to enswer. At 1438 G.C.T. (0738) P.N.T.) Love-8 sent the
following umessage to Wing Control "position four miles e.st of the
Farsllones. BStandby. Acknowledge.* and th:t messapge wus acknowledged for
by Wing Control. My log then indicatos an attempt by Wing Control at
1517 G.C.T. (0817 P.W.T.) to contact the Love 8, but no further i{ndicatlon
that the Love-8 answered repeated calls made from that time on, until D
1823 ¢.C.T. (1123 P.N.T.) after rhioh altempts were uipparently dlscontinued..
Efforta to contasot ths ship were made by Wing Control, Fuvy Troussure, Navy
Moffett and a plane from Wing Control, without success. -No direct contacts - s
wers made between the Love-8 nnd Kavy Moffett during the morning of -

August 16, 1942, ‘

21, Q. With what st tlon did the L-B communlicate that morning of

August 162 .
A. The Wing Control. .

22. Q. Where,
A. At Naval Alr Btation, ﬁlnmeda, alr.

«3. Q. Do thoss show usg 1ntcrcaptloné on your log?
A. Ys8s, sir.

The board informed the witmess that he was privileged to mske any
further atatewment covering snything relnting to the subjeaot matter of the S
investiguilon which he thought should be a matter of rsoord in conneotion P
therewith, which hud not besn fully brought out by the previocus A
questioning, - ' T

The witness stuted thut he hed nothing further to say.
The witnesa wus dﬁly warned and withdrew,

A witness, culled by the recorder, entercd, ras informed of the
subject matter of the Investigation wus duly sworn ond declared
as followa:

Examined by the récorder:

1. Q. Pleage siute your name, ronk nnd usaignment.
A. Leonard Edgar Stilnill, Lt. (Jg) A-V(T), U.S.M.R., attrohed
to ond serving with ZP-32, MHoffett Field, Celifornia, under inatruotion
a8 Naval Aviator und collutersl duty us Asalstant Engineering Officer.

2. Q. I show you thie letter dated August 22, 1942, from the
Assistent Englneering Offlcer, to the Ccmmsnding Officer, subjeot
"Report on Condition of 1-8 Fngines® =znd ask you if th:t i a trus copy
of a report prepared by you? - :

: A. Yes, sir, it ia. '
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A copy of a letter from.the Assigtunt Engincering Officer to the
. Communding Offlcer dated August 22, 1947, subject "Report on Condition
of L-8 Enginea™ was submitted to the Board u«nd vas admitted us evidence

and murked "Exhibit 16.% i

3. Q. In your estimation, how long would these perticular englnes
in the conditlion you found them, have been likely to idle if left unsttended?
4. This partloular type of engine, providing the carburetor was
not set at too slow an 1dling speed, would idle probably several hours.

4o Qo Did examination of these two engines show any definite evidence ) o -fgff
of thelr having stopped through fouling of the plugs? . . Lo
A. No, they did not.

‘ 5. Q. What is the gas oonsumption for these engines under oruising

speed? )
A. 12 to 13 gallons per hour, for both englnes.

6. Q. Whut 1s the fuel consumption at idling epoed?
A. I heve never made a check but imagine 1t wculd bs scmewhere

sround three to five gallons for both engines:

7+ Q« Do you know how much pasoline wug remaining in the truka of the

L-8 nfter she was salvaged and raturned to the station? ; :
A. Yea, there waa a;proxim.tely forty-five (45) gullons remsining .

in tﬁe center tank,

8. Q. Do you believe it practicable to start thess engines manually

while in flight?
A. By hand crank?

9- Q. Yon. .
A. I have heard of it being doms but I do not think it would be

practioal at all, ;f}ifﬁ

10. Q. Did you examine the propellers of the L-8 after the zoeclident?
A. Yesn, sir, .

11. Q. Is there any evidence that these propellers were rotating when
they first made contuct with the ground, or that the propellers struck
the water while rotating?

The boerd Informed the witness thut he was privileged to make any
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the
investigution which he thought should be & matter of record in connection
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous questioning.

The witncss statod that he had nothing further to say.

The witnoss was duly warned and withdrew.

The Board then, at 12110 p.m. took a rscers uwhtil 1:15 p.m. st
which time 1t reconvened in the Board Hoom at U.8. Ravul Alr Station,
Moffett Field, Californis.

Present, l v
All the memberas, the recorder und‘the roperter.

.A witness, callad by the.recordor, entersd, wus informed of the .
subjeot matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared ap follows

’

Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. Pleuse stute your name, runk vnd ussignlout? '
A. Nathew H, Gillespile, Ensign U.3.M. (T), uttached to .nd serving
at ‘the Naval air Station, Moffett Fleld, California.
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2. Q. Mr. Gillespte, on August 16, were you uivap instruotions to ;
inatitute & search of the nroa where it was reported that the L-8 had.fira£

atruck the beach?
A, Yop,_sir. .

3. @. And would yoh detull the extent of your search zo to time and

as to number of personnel used in that sesrch? .
A. We arrived on the scene about 1630, August 16, 1942. We had

45 sallors from Moffett Field and vwe had another thirty sailors from
Treusure Island and ten ssllors from the Coast Guard at Mills Fleld. We -
oombed the area from Skyline Blyd. to 19th Avenue between Sloat Tlvd. and
4lemany. On the same duty the Army detus)l, under my direotion searched
the ares between Skyline Blvd. and the shorc, between Bloat Bivd. and
Alemany. The Army purty consieted of npproximately 90 men.

4e Qv When did you stop this search on the lGth of August?
A. About 9 ofelock that night.

5. Q. The area was very thoroughly covered?
A Yeas, sir. :

6. Q. Did you continue this secrch the following day?

A. Yes, mir, The next day, August 17th the purty consisted of 50
men {rom Moffett Fleld. We left Moffett Pleld about four otclock in the
morning und arrlved on the scene &t dmylipght, which was around 5130 a.m,
‘e took a different routs. We searched the peach from Seal Roek, betwesn
the Bkyline Blvd. and the beach, clear down to Bharp Park--a distunce of
upproximutely fourtcen mlles. We returned to the scens where we were
told the :irship hit the beach and af 12 oteclock, we siarted and covered
the area from the Bikyline Blvd. to 19th Avenue, down through these lekes,
batween 8loat Ave. and Alepany--repeating ‘the ooverage of the previous
dey. We finished this at 1500 August 17 and returned to the station.

7. Q. Did you find either of the occupants of the -8, or any natertal
svidenoce? .
. no, ’iro.

8. Q. In your opinion wus a very thorough search made of this area?
A. Yes, sir, Very thorough. .

The board informed the =itnesa thet he was privileged to muke uny
further gtatement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
inveatigation whieh he thought should be a matter of record in conneotion
therewith, which had not been lully brcught out by the previous yuestioning.

The witnesa stated that he hud nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warnod and withdrew.

A witness, ealled by the recorder, entered, wzs informed of the -
subject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared as followsi

Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. Btate your pame, pleass, and your rate und sssignment?
A. Gerard Charlee 8tephany, Aviation Muchinist!s Mats, third
class, U.5.X., attached to and serving ZP-32, Moffett Field, Calif.

2. Q. Ate you a qualified parachute man?
A. ISB, sir.




3. . And you arc solely responsible for sll paraclutcs snd 1ife

Jackets used by ZP-327°

A. Yes.
in

4. Q. How often do you/spect thls equipment?
A. I inspect the 1life juckets once a week for evidence of & seal

being broken and inspect Lhe 1life raftsonce every month for evidence of
being cracked--breaking of the seal.

5. Q. Do you inflate both 1ife jockets and 1ife rafts?
‘ A. Yes, by the CD2 automatie inflztion., I lnspeot the 1life ‘
Jackats once & week for svidence of breaking the cellophane peal on the

hand pull of the COZ bottles and inspsct the life rafte once a month.

6. Q. "n your weekly inspection of the life juckets, do you inampeot
for leakage? ‘
A+ Ro, pir, that's semli-apnmial,
7. §. Cen you aiate when the life Jackets which were in the L-8 on

the morning of August 16, 1942, were last inspested?
A. Last inspectod Just before the ship rent to Wataonville, mbout

the first or seaond of August.

8. Q.'Ka show you a life jacket romovod from the L-8. Can you stute

nhen you last lnspected this jacket?
A. Yes, I can. In the smly part of this month--August, und at that

time all the 1ifs jackets in the L-8 were inspscted.

9. Qs How do you determine this?
A. By the markings in the viceinity of the bottle.:

10. Q. Did this inspaotion include the condition of the bottlez and

the airtlghtness?
A. Yas, slr, and also for the inflation.

11. Q. And found patisfactory?
A. Yes, sir.

12. Q. Are theso bottles sexled in sc you con tell 1f they have been

tampered with?
A. That's the maln purpose of that cellophsne seul cn them, whieh

wa3 on each of these jJackets in the L-8.

13. Q. Did you inspect thisxlifs jacko£ that cams out of tha L-8, ;n
August 16, or shortly thereafter? ™
A. Yes, eir, it was Inspectrd on Sunduy, August 16.

14. Q. Ware the geuls broken?
A. Everything wae intact.

15. Q. Did you happen to prespure test ut that time?
A. Ro, I did not. The way I brought it up this morning is exactly

as it was when I got it.

The board informed the witnees that he was privileged to make any
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot matter of the
investigation whiclh he thought should be n matter of regord in eonmection
theresith, which hud not been fully brought out by the pﬁoviondfquestioning.
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The nitness stated thatfe had néthingtfurther to eay.
The witneps was duly wurned end withdrew,

A w®itness, called by the recorder, entered, wus informed of the
subject matter of the lnvestigation, was duly sworn und declured us

followse
Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. Please state your nzme, rank, -nd present station? '
A. Lt. Commander Willinm Lovelund, U.8.M., attached to ind sarvlng

st the Wawvnl Alr Btation, Moffett Fleld, Californis.

2. Q. And you are the Aerologloal Offloer for the Statlon?
A. Yon,

3. Q. ®111 you read into the record that you submit herewlth the

following record and data?
A. I submit the following weather observations. (Fxhibit 17).

The Farallpne lslands, hourly, commenclny ot 0400 P.W.T. of August 16,
1942, and Point Bonlts for 0800 the puma date, Point Reyes, hourly
weather from 0700 to 1000 the seme date and Polnt Montera for 0700, Q%900
and 1000 and Daly City for 1130--all -of August 16, 1942. I might add
that all observetions with the exception of Daly City wers mude by
gcompetent neather observers. The report from the Farallone Islands is
not too representatlive as to wind direction nd force becsuse of the
location of the wind-observing station but for other elements ths
Farallone reports ure very representative. Weuther map (Exhibit 18)
for 0530 P.¥W.T. on August 16, 1942, shows 2 normil weathsr set-up for
this time of the year. A thermul low is centered over southeustern
Calilornia with trough line extending to the northwest. The axis of the
trough runs parallel to the Coast and 1s centered, roughly, two hundred
miles iniund from the Coast. Off the coast to the mouthwest of Californis
lies a high-pressure cell, the center of which 1s estimated to be mix
hundred ailes to the southwest of San Francisco. Your high-prespure
position ia a relatively weak one resulting in gentle weather off the
coaust. Off the ooast to the northwest, lies another weuk high-pressure
system and a very weak upper oold front lles about 250 to the nortlwest,
over the areus, but ite influenoe was not felt locslly. I submit a Pseudo-
Adisbatioc Dlagram for 0000 August 16, 1942 und 1200 August 16, 1942
(Exhibit 19). The radiosonds {or Oskland, taken at 0000 of the 16th and
at 1200 of the 16th, show-a well-daveloped inversion near the surface, which
is oharsoteristic of California weather at this time’of the year. The buse
of the Inversion is thirteen degrees centigrade., Below the inversion, the
lapse rate is steep which is a charucteristic of unst.ible or turbulent
air. In the inversion proper the air is quite stable and would show
practically no up-and-down motlon in the air. .

Weathor observations, dated August 16, 1942, ocovering period 0700
to 1300 were submitted to the board and were admitted as evidence and
marked "Exhibit 17.%

Weather map prepared at U.9. Maval Air Station, Moffett Field,
California, dated August 16, 1942, time 0530, was submitted to the Board
and was admitted in evidence and was marked "Bxhibit 8.

Pauedo~Adibatic diagram for 0000 August 16, 1942 and 1200 D
August 16, 1942, was submitted to the board and was admitied ug ovidencs

and marked "Exhibit 19.)®
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4o Q¢ Have you the forecasts, sirt : N

A. I 8lpo pubmit the forscast prepared on August 15 coveriny the YL

15th upuntil 1800 on the 16th (Exhibit 20) end also the preliminury forecast
for the 16th, covering the period up to 1800 of the 16th (Exhibit 21). )

Woather forecaét, dated August 15, 1942, time 1200 P.W.T., forecast-
ing frem the 15th to ths 16th at 1800, was submitted to the board and was .
edmitted ns5 evidence =mnd marked "Exhibit 20w,

Weather forecnst dated August 16, 1942, time 0730, P.W.T., .
covering the psrlod up to 1800 of the l6th, was submitted to the Board and

was admitted in evidence and was marked #Exhibit 21,n»

5. Q. From & study of your weather data on the morning of August 16,
was there, in yowr opinion, any conditlon between Sun Frumeisco harbor
entrence and the Parcllones which eould have caused pufficient turbulence e
to seriously elfesot the operation of the L-87 " R S
A+ No, sir. . B

6. Q. Anything which might have oczused the pilots to have.bwen thrown S
sbout in the oart’ P
A+ Ho, sir, not in my opinion. : }1'_:

7. Q. Or any condition likely to cause rupld descent of the L-8 while

oruising in that area?.
A, HO’ ‘1".

8. Q. Can you glve us the viaslbility and celling in this area?
The average celling was 60U feet and the average visibllity

12 miles.

9. Q. And also the force and direction of the wind?
A. I would say the average over that area was northwest elght knots.

10, Q. And the sen conditions? ‘ - )
A. The sea conditions, I would be unabla to yive you. All I could
do would be to infer from the wind force. )

11, Q. From the known conditions what would you aspumes the pea
conditions to huve been?- Would there have been white oaps on the gea?
’ A. NO’ pir.

12, Q. On your record of the.Farullone reports at 0800 of that date,
there was one marked "dropped celling from an aversye of 600 to 200 fest.%
Would you oare to comment on that?

A. That 1s not on unusual condition. The overcast is really s
high fog and it 15 simply that the fog in certaln localities is loner than
1nngttzr3 and it would be deemed in this casa just a passing, temporary
oo on. .

13. Q. What does your data show the top of this overcnst to be in the
trea between the harbor entrance and the Farallones?
A. I should say that the clouds wsre 300 feet thick.

14. Q. And the avorage ceiling belng 600, that would make it 900 fest
on the top? _ .
A. Tes, sir, but this is Just an estizate. Hone of cur reports
show what the tops were. : -
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15. Q. Any reports fro@ Ththalplae?

A. He reports stratsa {rom Montura to Reyes, top 1700 feet.
There is a slope there of the clouds beceuss the celling at Quklund was
around 1100 feet where it was 600 nt Farullones. 8o, the tops would
probably descend the same wuy. The thicimess along the ocosst ut 1130 at
Oakland——they give 1500 feet mo that would be 200 feet thickness there st
that time.  Soan Fruncliscoe gives 1.00--would mske sbout 300 feet there. It
may have baen thicker out over the water. It is my belief that the tops
of the,olouds over the Farallones would be lower than reported by

Tamalpias. . . : R
- 16. Q. No evidence of electriocsl disturbance?

4 A. Mo, sir, Eleotrical disturbances at that time would be

impossible.

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make any
further statement covering unything relating to the subjeot matter of
the investigation whioh he thought should be a matter of record in
contiection therewith, which had not been fully brought cut by the previous

questioning. , .
The witnoap stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly worned wnd withdrew,

A nitneps, culled by the recorder, entered, was lnform-d of the
subjeot matier of the Snvestigation, was duly sworn snd declared ag
followsy

Examined by the rscordsri

1. Q. Pledse state your nams, rank, and present station,
A. Enslgn Leland Luverne Dunn, U.8.N.R., ut present attuched to
and serving with Pat Wing 8, vS51-D12, Alumeda, Celifornis.

2. Q. Mr. Dunn, on the morning of Aupust 16, were you inastructed to
institute a search for the alrship L-8?7
A. Yes, I wae. I left the water at 9:35 from Alameda.

3, Q. Would you describes your search and approximate sltitude?

A. Yes, the celling wam sbout 800 feet and the top of the olouds
about 1500 feet, I =ent out the main chsmnel, directly toward the
Farullone Yslands, undernsath the overcast, at un altitude of about
300 feet. The only thing of interest I noted was that half way between
the bridge and the Farullons Islands in the channel ras a fresh oil sliok
ebout eight to ten feet in diameter and with a trail-off extending about
100 yards. I investigated olose to the water and then made a wider Eneep
ciroling the same oil slick at slightly bigher altfitude and repected
the circle. I then went closer to the Farnllone Islands and went to a
poeition. about four midles moutheast of the Ferallones where I found another
oil sliock. This oil slick was large end wss not new, as it was scummy

and there was considerable debris--sticks, boxes, barrels and gemeral rubbish
of one kind and another. I covered the entire nrea bstween the Farallones
Point Montarn, sweeping back and forth et low altituds, investigated every

N

-article on the water and wae observing in the uppsr air for the blimp but

dld not see {t. This invetigation took ubout ons and one-half hours. I
then proceeded out to gea, ocourse 241, trus, on the mssumption that lhe
blimp pesibly had only radlo trouble and was on patrol. I went out about
fifteen--no it was twenty miles--at lenst twenty mlles offshore, turned to
head in it 330 true nand proceeded for about ten miles.
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L. Q. What's your starting point?” -
A. In the violnlty of Polnt Montara. 1 belleve I covered ut least
half of the .wres that the Llimp was intended to nearch. )
5. Q. Did you observe the ulrship L-8 st -ny time during your {ilght?
A. I did not gee it at any time,

6. Q. pld you observe anything on the purface other than what you have

described, other than the ususl surf.co vessels?

already
A. No, nothing other than the usual surface vessals.

7. Q. Did you e¢limb through the ovarcast or ;et on top of 1t? .
A. No, 1 was entirely below,

! 8. Q. Hed there been bodies on ihe purfuoe in the vicinity of the

main chsnnel, do you feel roasonably sure you rould have sighted them?
A. Yes, I do. I was close enough 1o the mater :nd I actually could

see Tish in the water, so anything on the surfuce [ would have seen. .

9. Q. What time did you ascend thxugh the overcasi?
A. I wont around the edge of it.

10. Q. At what time vere you on lop of the cvercast?
A. It was approximutely eleven o'eleok or 11;20--scmewhere in there

and I way near Point Reyss when I climbed up.

11. Q. Do you remeubsr the height of the top of the overcust?
A. Fifteen hundred feat.

12. Q. What was your Flight number on this flight.
A. One one sev_en (117},

\ .

The board informed Lhe witneea thuat he was privileged to muke any
further stotement covering anything relating to the ‘subjeot matter of the
investigation vhich he thought should be a matter of record in connection
theremith, which hud not been fully brought cut by the provicus questioning.

The witness stated that he bhad nothing further to say.

The wiiness was duly warned and withdrew.

A witness, called by the r-corder, enteréd, wus 1loformed of the szubject
matter of the investigatlon, was duly swora and declared ss followa:

Examined by the recorders

1. Q. Pleace stute your name, runk and present stution?
A. Lt. (§g) D.8. Clay, U.B.N.R., attached to end Berving with
Squadron V¥§1-p12, Haval Air Btation, Alameds, Calif. .

2. 0. Did you muke any flights on the morning of August 16, 19427
A. Yos, I made a routine patrol "light, in the aree designated at
Point Montara, dom to Polnt Bur, out to depth of fifty miles.

3. Q. What waps the time of 117
A. Took off at Alsmeda at 10145 a.m.

L. Q. Were you under or over the ovaercast?

A. During the morning the overcast had covered the whole area out
there but it burned off. The Gats was clear. I had taken off at 10145
and olimbed to two thousand fest und cams over the Gate at two thousand.
About midway batmeen the Gate znd Point Montara the edge of the overcast
began nnd I was approximately five hundred feet sbove it. That is, 1t was
ehead of me and I was above 1%, locking down, ' 1 turned south and started
down right off the edge of the Cosst 1ine and then proceeded to let down ;
to go under the overcast. While letting down, about two miles from my '
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sturboard wing, =t the cLﬁfLa Bf,uJ!ut 190, I noticed un sirship coming up
through the overcast climbing st & rather steup uhgle. This was nbout 1100,
The alrship wus on a course of cpproximitely 330. I oould npt observe
nhether or not the airshlp's engines were running. The airship climbed
clear of the overcumt,. In the meantime I had let down undsr it and
continued on my eourse dom the ccast line. The position of the airship P
was almost abeam Salads beach and about three miles out to sea. I did _ S
not obaerve it thereafter -t uny time, . e

5+ Q. Was there anything abnormal in the appearunce of the airship at

this time? i
A. No, »ir, I saw nothing abnormal in the appearance.

6. Q. Was the bag fully inflated.
A. It appeared fully inflated frdm the view I had of it which was o
Just about a head-on view. I did not get uny side view of it to.tell e
whether or not it.was sagglng. . . . o

: 7. Q. For how long a period did you observe the airaship?
A. About five to ten minutes.

8. Q. Do you recall when you descended through the overoast what tle
top of the overcast was? . .
A. The altitude :t the top of the overcast was approximately 1500

faet. )

9. Q. pid the uction of the airship appear peculiar to you? . b
A. Yhen I suw it coming up through the overcast I says "it ia funny—- Lo
what!s he climbing for? MYe could have yone into the clear by continuing Lo
on his course for about two miles.” Also, the olimbing angle seomsd
rather ateep. Him angle of inclination wus pretiy cloze to forty-five (45)
degreea. I noticed vhen he came out of the overcast his bow cumas through
firat at this angle.

10. Q. Were you ordered to ssarch for or report the movements of the e
L-8? ' Lo
A. I was not ordered to search or report the movements of the 1-8. ' o
I was ordered to oarry out my patrol over my sector. '

11. Q. Then you kad no means of knowlng that information concerning
the L-8 was wanted?
A. I had no mesns of knowing,

12. Q. Either by your originel orders or by radie interception?
A+ Ro, )

13. Q. Above the overcast, ut approximntely 1500 lTeet, were there
any other elouds higher?
A. No sir. Celling was clear and unlimited above the overcust.

The board Informed the witness that he sas privileged to make any
further statement ocvering anything relating to the subject mutter of the
investigation whioh he thought should bs a matter of record in connection
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous questioning.

The withess stated that he hed nothin®.further to say.

1
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The wltness wug duly Wurneéd snd withdrew.

A witness, oalled by the recorder, entered, wes informed of the’
subjeot matter of thoe Investigution, wus duly storn und declarcd us

follows: .
Examined by the recorder:

1. Q. Pleane atate your neme, rank und present station, o
A. Doeon 8ldney Marecy, Lt. Medlcal Corps., USN, Assistunt Medical
Officer at Naval Alr Btation Dispensary, Moffett Fleld, Calif, :

’ wes lust examined physioally?
A. The laat medical exumination of Lt. Cody appearing on the

record was made on June 16, 1942, at Naval Air 8tation, Noffett Field,.
Californiz. This examination showsd Mr. Cody to be physically qualified
for temporary appointment to Lt. and was no% & flight physiocal.,

3. Q. The previous examinuition on this officer?
A. Previous exsmination, necording to_his health record, was made
Juns 30, 1941. At that time he was found physically and psychologlcally
qualified for duty involring sotuul control of lighter-than-air sirersft.

4. Q. What do your medical records show as to the last physlosl
examination of Fusign €. E. Admast . )
A. Enslgn C. E. Adams was examined on August 13, 1942 and found
physieally qualified for temporary uppointment as Ensign. .

5. @« And previcus examination?

A. The examination previous to that wup on Bept. 25, 1941, aboard
the U.5.8. Henley and found physically qualified for transfer at that
time. There is no record of flight pPhysical &n his heslth record ut sll,
This record goes buck only to June 13, 1941 and he was found to be
qualified for ro-onlistment on that date.

6. Q. Dootor, do you know either Lt. Cody or Enaign Ademe will
enough.to state how they might perform under stress?
A..I do not jmow Lt. Cody at all. Enpign Adams imprcssed me as
being a very -cool and level-headed man and I believe, under stress, he

2. Qo Docfg;:'could you state from the medlcal records when Lt. Cody .

would certainly keep his faculties and conduot himself in a proper munner.

7. Q. Have you any knowlcdge of Ensign Adams’ personal habits?
A. No, sir, I have no knowledge of his personsl habita. No.

The board Informed the witness that he was privileged to maks any
further stitement covering anything relating Lo the subject matter of
the investigation whioh ha thought should be a matter of record in
conneotlon therewith, which had not been fully brought ocut b: the

. previcus queatining, )
The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witnees was duly warned und withdrew.

At this point, a member of the Bodrd, Commander Karl L. Lange,
A-¥(G), U.B.N.R, was called &8 a witness and duly sworn by the board and
doqlared a8 followa: .

Examined by the recorder;y

1. Q. M1l you please state your name, runk and present stationt

A. Cormander Kurl L. Lange, A-V(G), U.B.N.R., Executive Officer;

U. 8. Navul Air Btation, Moffett Fleld, California.
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2. Q. On this afternoon of Aupust 16, did you aee & depth bomb alleged
to have been knocked off{ the alrsbip L-8 on her contuet with ground nesxr

Fort Funston?
A. Yes, that afternoon I proceeded to the beuoh in front of the

Olymple Country Club ares adjacent to Fort Funston end waw eacorted by '

an Army captain to a depth charge nhich was looated about seventy-five

(75) feet below the Biyline drive. This bomb nas slmilar to the type
carried by the ZP-32-325-pound depth charge. I then proceeded from the
position whore the bomb was located to the beuch and {nterviewsd a olvilian
named R. Capovilla and he showed me the position vhers the sirship wheel
had touched the beaoh 2nd indicatod the trail vhioh the haudling lines of
the airship 1.8 had marked on the beach. He also pointed out the position
where where he cbserved the airship to strike the side of the embankment
and observed sn objeot to drop therafrom. This was the approximste

location where I saw the depth charge.
The nitliess stated that he had nothing further to say, and tﬁor-npon

rosumed his position ur member of the“Hoard.
1 The Board, then, at 4130 p.m., adjourned until 10400 a.m. August 27,
942

.
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' U. 8. Naval Adr Statlon
Molfett Flald, Californla
Thuraday , August 27, 1942.

The board met ut 10 &a.m.

Present:
Comsender Franols B. Connell, DE-V(G) U.8.N.R., senlor member;

Commander Karl L. Lange, A-V{G) U.B.X.R., memberj

Lt. Commander Volney G. Finch, U.8.N. (Ret), member und

Lt. {§.g.) Cuthbert B. Currle; 1-v({8), U.8.N.R., recorder} .
Georgs F. Philllps., Jr., Yeoman second olasa, V-6, U.8.N.R., reporter.

i o mitnesses noth otherwlse connected with the lnvestigatlon werse,
present.

A witncas, cnlled by the recorder, entered, wus informed of the

‘subject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn und declared ns followa:

Examined by the Recorderi

1. Q. fleneo state your name, rank .nd present statlon.
A. Lt, Wallaceé E. Allen, Medical Corps, U.8.N., at present attuched
to :nd serving ms Flight Surgeon, Naval Alr Station, Moffett Field, Calif.

2. Q. Poetor, were you almo the flight surgeon for Squadron 2P-327
A. Yes, sir.

3. Q. How well wera you aoqualnted with Lt. COéy? .
A. I did not know Lt. Cody persomally. I heve never examined him
and to my knowledge have never hud conversation with him.

4. Q. How long did you know Ensign Adsms?

A. I knew Ensign C. E. Adams fairly well,--not intimately, but in
our asscciations in mutual problems on the statlon concerning organization
and such. I have known him over a period of about thres months——since
the ‘rstablishment of this stntion. The explanation for the faot that I
do not know these officera better is beosussa of the scommissioning aotivitles
of the Medical Department vhich have involved the majority of my tinme.

5. Q. Was Ensién Adsms on “light statum?
A. No, eir, his record shows no avietlon physleal exemination for
the reason -that he is not one of those requiring a Form One examinutlon.

6. Q. From your contacts with Fnsign Adams, could you glve the Board
your estlmate of his probable reactions under stress?
A. Well, having contactrd him on the station several times in
problems, I would say he was a level-headed und well-balanced individual.

7. Q. As to Lt, Cody--are you the oustodian of his health reoord?
A. The health record is xept in the medioal department of which I
am a part.

B. Q. Could you tell the Board by referring to that record vhen
Lt. Cody was last examined by a flight surgeon? ’ '
A. Yas, sir, the last examination in the record by a flight surgeon
was 2t Lakehurst, N. ¥., on June 30, 1941, at which time he had a rechack
aviation physical examinatlion .ind wae found to be eantirely normal snd
qualified for actual ocontrol of lighter-than-alr oraft.
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9. Q. hAre there any more rccent physloal examinutions of Lt. Cody

than the one on June 30, 19427
A. Yo, but not by & fllght surgon

10. Q. Is there any explanation for the sbsence of rocent {light

physlcal examination in Lt. Cody’s oase?
A. Yes, sir. The explunation for the fuot that recheck examlna-~

tions were not dona on Naval Aviators--sfter the commlsaioning of tbis
station in April--the 16th of April, 1942--was dus to the fact medioal
department had not recelved the equipmsnt with which to conduct thess
examinations. We still :lo not hove the nesceseary equipment to vonduect ’
the examinations. ¥e have been expectlng it/&iy time.

"o Q. As & quolified flight surgeom, can you throw any further light

on the agoident to the L-8.
A+ I am afraid not, sir. '

The board informed the witness that he wap privileged to maks any
further statement covering anything relating to the subjeot mutter of the
investigation which he thought should be a matter of record in somnection
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous quostioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The withess wans duly warned und withdrew.

A witness, called by the recorder, entored, wap informed of the subjeot
matter of the lonvestigation, was duly aworn and deolsred as follows.

Examined by the Recorderi

1. Q. Pleuse state your name, rank mnd present station. .
A. Henry Frenk Burfeind, Lt. U.B.N., att.ched to end serving with
Bquadron ZP-32 ut Hoffett Fleld, California.

2. Q. Mr. Burfeind, did you prepere s chart showlng reported popitions
of the L~-8 on August 16, 1942, . . .

A. I prepared a rough chart for the Bquadronts use on which I
plotted several positions which were raported to me at that time.

3. Q. And 1s thims chart here, No. 5402, with the letters in red
peneil 732* gt ‘the top, the chart you prepared? . )

k. Yen, 1% 18, I prepared this chart st the direction of the
Squadron Commander. The positions for whose accuracy I oan vcuch are take-
off at eust of the Farullones, and the position vwhere the ‘airship erossed
the beach.at 1115 in the vieinity of Fort Funston znd the final landing at
1133 at Daly City. These other positions were estim.ted and plotted in
for what information they could give end I d~ not regard them as ucourats.

(A chart No. 5402, Point Bur to Ban Franclaco, tnd marked in red
penoll on the margin of the upper left hond corner "ZP-327 was submitted
to the Board rnd was admitted in evidenoce and marked "Exhibit 22v)

4. Q. Did you, as Gunnery Officer, receive a bowb from the lozal
army authorities? )
A. Yes, 8lr. A Lomb was delivered at Noffett Fleld by the army
and appeared to be the same bomb which hud been om the L-B although no
poaitive identifioation can be mude dus to the faot that the identification
nurks had been painted over by the army demolition squad. The bomb was
identiocal to the type of bomb oarried by the L-8.
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5. Q. Durlng that time, would you desoribe the sourse of the alrship?
A. I would say northwest when first seen and then it disappesred
into the fog., When next noticed, it was southeast.

6. Q. It was headed southeast?
A+ Yes, sir.

7. Q. What was 1te approximate distince from the shore?
Ay A. From the ghore, I would say ons mile.

8. Q. That wes 1ts approximate altitude? : - ‘
A. It would have to be approximate, of acurse,--I do not know that

{hr off--I would say about 800 feet.

9. Q. Did that helght vary muoh during the time you saw it?
A+ I do not think so, sir. '

.

10. Q. Did thut ehight vary much during the time you saw it?.
A. I do not think so, sir,

11. Q. Did you take any plotures of the uirship?
A. Yes, sir, I took ons plcture.

12. Q. Is tlils the pleture you took?
- A+ Yes, sir,

13, Q. I show you this plcture developed from the roll of films you
delivered Lo me und ask you if thut s the plcture taken by you on Sunday,
August 167 , '

AT 1s, )

A ploture of a portion of San Francisco beaci :né an objeot ahich
appears to bs an airship (ecircled in blue ink), was submitted to the Bourd
and was admitted In evidence and was murked "Exhibit 23.®

14. Q. Can you identify the alrahip hich you saw on the photogruph?
A. I oan, sir. .
15. Q. Will you sey if it is within the ink circle? )
A. Yos, it 1a within the ink cirocle.

16, Q. D14 you cbserve the airplane which was zbove and to the left of
the airship? e
A. Yes, sir,

“

17. Q. Could you state what type the airplane was?
A. It vas a pontoon-equipped Navy plans.

18. Q. About hor long did you observe the airship?
A. Well, without thiniing, I would say five minutes. A total period
of about five minutes from when I first saw it to when I last suw it though,
she wags In the clouds for about two minutes of that time.

19. Q. When you rirat saw the airship did the bag appear to be in a
normal shape?
A. Yes, sir, in normal shape.
20. Q. Was the eirship on uvn even k&ol when you obgserved 1t?
A. Yes, sir.

21. Q. The second time you sew it, u.fter it cmerged from the elouds,
¥as 1t in the ‘same ghape? .
: A. Ro, sir, 1t had & slight sag in the center on top. It showed & |
slight distortion o; the top of the bag. P ' ixw
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22. Q. At the time of-“the second sighting vhen Lhe bag sppeared to

be distorted, could you testify whether or not the engines were running?
A. Ko, sir, I could not,

23. Q. Was the airshlp then on an even keel?
A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. After you observed the ghlp bresking through the cloud bank,
di4 you notice whether or not it wes descending ut a slow rate or rapidly?,
A. Y did not notice that it wap descending. If I had of I could

have watched it farther.
25. Q. Rhen did you lose sight of the airship?
A. When we turned inphore at 8loat Blvd.

26. Q. What would you emtimats her ehiht at the time you last saw her?
A+ Btill eight hundred feet, ) )

The board informed the witness that he wae privileged to muke any
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the
investigation which he thought should be a matter of record in oonnection
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previcus questioning.

The witness stated that he haed nothing further to say.

The witbess was duly warned and withdrew.

A witnems, oalled by the recorder, entered, was informed of the
subject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn end declared as
followny

Exained by the recordsr:

1. Q. Pleace state your name, rate, and present sintion.
A. David Finus White, Storekesper, first ¢lass, U.8.N., attached
as mail clerk to LION ONE, located in the U.8. Navel Alr Station, Moffett
Fleld, Cnlifornia. . .

2.'QQVD1d you, on the morning of Auguat 16, 1942, see the airship at
any time? .
A. Yes, sir.

3. Q. What time d1d you see it?
A. About 1045,

4. Q. What was your approximate position at the time you saw the
sirshipt " .
A« I wap riding It ~n wutomobile nenr the interseotion of Fulton
Street and the Great Highway, then driving south on the Great Highway, im
8sn Fruncisco, California. Except for two minutes, it wap visible from the
time we drove from the corper of Fulton Street and the Great Righway to

the cormer of Bloat Blvd., and the Great Highway, '

5+ Q. During that time, mould you desoribe the course of the airship?
A. I would say northwest when {irst seen and then 1t disappeared

" into the fog., When next notlced, it wax, southeast.

6. Q. It was headed southeast? . .
A. Yes, air. . \
i

7. Q. What was ite approxim:teldistunce from the shore?
A. From the shore I would say ocne mile. :
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8. Q. What wns its npgrgxikﬂ e iltitu&e?
A. Tt would have to be approximute, of course,—--1 do not kmow that

far off--I would say nbout 800 feet.

9. Q. D1d that height vary mach during the time you saw it?
A. I do not think so, sir. .

10. §. Dpid you obsérve whatlier her engines werc running? .
A. I could not tell, sir. I em syre they sust have bsen running
mhien she l'euded northwest beoause she wasz making her way into the wind.

11. Q. Did you take any ploturas of the airship?
A. Yas, sir, I took cne plcture.

12. Q. Ia thls the ploture you took?
A. Yos, sir.

13. Q. I show you this ploture developed from the roll of films. you
delivered to me and ask you if that 1s the pleture taken by you on Bunday,

August 167
A. It la.

A ploturs of a portion of Sun Framclaco beach :nd an object which
appeara to be sn airship (circled in blue ink), was submitted to the
Board and wus admitted in evidence and wae marked "Exhibit 23.%

14. Q. Can you identify the alrship which ydu pav on the photogruph?
A. T can, sir.

15. Q. Will you msay if it 1s within the ink oirole?
A. Yes, it 1s within the ink circle.

16. Q. Did you observe the airplans which was .bove cnd to the left
of the sirnhlp?
A. Yes, sir.

i?. Q. Could you state what type the nirplane was?
A. It wan a pontoon-equipped MNavy plans/

18. Q. About how long did you cbserve the zirship?
A. Well, without thinking, I would say ive minutes. A total
pericd of asbout five minutes from when I first ssw it to when I last aaw
it though, she was in the clouds for sbout two minutes of that time.

normal shape? -
A. Yos, sir, in normal phsaps.

19. Q. When you first saw the alrship did the bag appear to be in &

20, Q. Was the airship on un even keel vhen you cbserved 17
A. Yeu, gir. -

21. Q. The second time you saw it, after it emerged from the clouds,
naz it in the game shape?
A. No sir, it had a slight sag in the center on top. It shored a
slight distorition on the top of the bag.
. 22. Ql
. At the time of the second sighting when the bag appeared to be
distorted, oould you testify whether or not the engines were running?
A. No, sir, I could not.
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23. Q. Wasg the airJh&L theft off un_eQen keel?
) A. Ysp, 8ir.

44. Q. After you observed the ship breaking through the cloud bank,
did you notlce vhether or not Lt was descending at u slow rats or rapidly?
A. T did not notice thut it was descending. If I had of I could

have watched it farther.

25. Q. When did you lose sight of the airship?
A. When we turned inghors ut 8loat Blvd.

¢

2?. Q. What would you estimate her height at the time you last saw
her?

. © A. 8t111 eight hundred fest.

The board informed the witness that he was privileged to make any
further atatement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the
"investigution whioh he thought should be a matter of record in oconnection
therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the previous
questioning.

The witness stated that he hed nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warmed and withdrew,

A witness, called by the recorder, entered, was informed of the
pubject matter of the investigation, was duly sworn and declared as
follows: ;

Examined by the Hecorder:

l. Q. Pleuse stote your nume, rank, and present stetion?
- A. Lt. C. Walsh, I-¥(8), U.8.K.R., District Intelli,ence Offlcer,
Sun Franclsoc, California.

2. Q. Pursiant to the direction of the Distrlot Intclligence Officer,
did you make on investigation into the crash of the airship L-8 whioh
ocoured August 16, 194272
A. T did.

3. Q. Did you ocontaoct surface oraft :nd eircraft reported to be In
the aren between the Golden Gate and the Farullones beiween the hours of
0600 and 1100 on that date?
A. After ptudying a.chert lssued by the Distrlict Operstlions Officer
Mich showed sll surface and alrcraft in the area betweea the hours of 0600
and 1100, with exception of fishing bonte which were govered by ycurself,
Lt. {J.g.) Cuthbert B. Currle. Agent Xelso and I have contaoted &ll
surface c¢raft and afreraft which were unywhere in the vicinity in the area
roughly bounded by the Farallones and a strip spproximutely five milem
paralleling the channel yoling in the directlon of the Farallcnes. Moybe
10 miles. That included fishing boats, minesweepers, Coast Guard cutters,
stautlon boats and two commercial boats, one a maritime vessel, and cne
comusrolal vesmel, the Dalmy Cray. The airoeraft included the Clipper from
Honolulu, Aray P-38 pursult planss, an Army Hudson bomber and several other
planes, most. of which were making routine flights snd one 2f which was -
spacifically sent out to search for the L-8.

4. Q. All pertinent information you cbtained has been given to this
Board of Investigaution?

A. Of sy own knowledge, I capnot state that, but I do know all
witnesses whom I felt had pertinent information were r<ferred to this
beard for questioning. In addition to those witnesses, we intervier
scores of others whose informutlon wsas either negligible or immater
as far as this onse was conoermed. '
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Q. WoW LU |
5./Did you alac institiite an investigation covering the condition of
,Lt. Cody end Eansign Adums on the morning of August 16, end immediately
prior to the time of the toeke-of f7 '
A. Yss, an Investlgatlon was made by myselfl and =y saslstunt,
Agent Kelso, to the extent that the information which I could guther at
Trensurs Islund wus obtulned. I did mot make any investig.tion es to _
moffett Fleld, ae to home conditions, or as to what others in this vioinity
oould ptatej but we spoke to thrae different people--Navel personnél, who
had been in close personal contact with both offloers on the morning of the
flight. All three were ln aocord to tha sffsct that both officers were
cold sobar. There was no evidence they had been drinking and that there
did not appeur to bs any animosity or friction between them and from thelr
personal obgervation both were in full possesslon of faculties and all
* conditions were normal ns of sny other prior flight. Exhaustlveé check
of &1l ocmstnl polute between Half loon Bay and the harbor entranve also
was made, without disolosing any definite inforwstion. I have nothing

further to add at this time.

The honrd informed the witness that he wes privilered to make any
further stetement covering enything relating to the subject matter of the’
investigation which he thought should be a matter of rscord in gonnsction
thorewlth, which-had not been fully brought out by the previous queationing.

The witness stated that he had nothiny furtier to say

The witness was duly warncd and withdrew,

N The board, then, at 12;10 p.m. adjourned until 1:00 p.m. Aupgust 28,
942, '
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. 8. Neval Alr Btaticn,

'"B ' ). \@cﬁ'ett Field, California,
Q&D riday, Auvgust 28, 1942.

The board met at 1:10 p.m.

Prosent:

Commander Franocis B. Comnell, DE-V(G} U.8.N.R., senlor member;
Commander Karl L, Lange, A-¥{G) U.S.N.R., member

Lt. Communder Volmey C. Finoh, U.S.N. (Ret), member and

Lt. {jg) Cuthbert B. Currie, I-v(8) U.B.N.R., recordsr,

George Finley Phillips, Jr., yeoman second olamss, V-6, U.5.N.R.,

reporier.

NHo witnersss not otherwmise connsoted with the investigation were
. pressnt.

TBQ racord of proceedings of the sixth, seventh und eighth daye was
read and approved, )

The recorder was called as a witness by the recorder and wus duly
gworn.

Examined by the recorder

1. Q. 8tate your name, rank and prrsent mtation.
A. Cuthbert B. Currie, Lt. (jg), I-v(8), U.8.K.R., recorder of this.

Board. :

2. Q. Do you have eny exhiblts to offer at this time which would add
to the record in this hearing?

o A. I do, I submit a certified copy of & radie log for Wing Control,
U.8. Nsvel Afr Stetlon, Alameda, California, dated August 16, 1942, from
1200 G.C.T. (0500 P.W.T.) to 2400 G.C.T. (1700 P.W.T.), (The foragoing
radio log was submitted to the Board and was admitted in evidence and
marked “Exhibit 24%.) I submit a letter dated August 26, 1942, from
Douglas Hayden, Chief Spsoial Agsnt, Paclilo Telephcne and Telegraph )
Company, to the Board of Investigation, U.8. Naval Air Statiom, Moffett
Fieldy Calif., which states that the orash of the airship L-8 on August 16
in Daly City, California caused less than ten dollars! damage to the Paclfio
Telsphone and Telegraph Company and that they do not intend to make any
claim for this damage. (The foregoing letter was submitted to the Board
and wud adoitted in evidence and mwarked "Exhibit 257.) I submit a photo-

graph of U.8. Navy non-rigid airship L-8, fully inflated, and in normal
operating Condition, (This photogruph was submitted to the Board and was
admitted in evidence and marked "Exhibit 26r.) I submit & photo_graph
showing the port eide of the U.8. Navy non-rigid airship L-8 whish ploturs
waa tuken shortly prior to ite deflation and landing in Daly City,
Celifornia. It should be noted from this pleture thet meither propellor
is revolving. (This photogruph-wus submitted to the Board and was admitted
in evidence and marked PRxhibit 277.) T submit a ploture showing the
starboard side of the nop-rigid airship L-8 shortly before it completely
deflated and labded in Daly City on August 16, 1942. It should be noted
that the door of the oar appsars to be complstely open at the time this
ploture was taken, (Thia photogruph was submitted to the board and was
admitted in evidence and marked "Exhibit 28.%) I suteit a ploture taken
ehortly efter the U.8.' Navy non-rigid airahip L-8 landed in Daly City,
showing the. tear in the envelope repulting from contact with & cross-arm
on the nearby telephone pole, and the general location of the airship and
bag upon landing. (This photograph was sutmitied to the board asd admitted
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in evidence mnd marked "Exhibit 29".) I sutmit a photograph taken shortly
after the U.8. Navy non-rigid airship L-8 landed in Daly Clty, showing the
torn condition of the bag. (This photograuph was suvaittcd to the board
ond was admitted in evidence snd Marked "Exhibit 30.7) I submit e photo-
graph showing the starboard mide of the car of the L-8 and her poaition upon P
landing iat Daly City. It should be noted that the rip cord 1s lntact and RS
that one set of ear phones is hanging on the side of the door and the
miorophone for the Bogen loud speaker system has been attuched to the bomb
rack. (This photograph was submitted to the board and admitted in

evidenos and marked "Exhibit 31.,%) I submlt a photograph showlng the port TS
side of the osr of the U. B. Kavy non-rigid airsblp L-8, shortly after - BRI
its deflotion and landing st Daly City, California. (This photograph was KA
- admitted in evidence and marked Exhibit 32.7) I submit a ploture of the S
suvelope of the L-8 whioh was token after it had been returned to Moffett K
Field, Californim end apread out on the deck. This photograph shows the
numsrous tears in the bag. (This photograph was submitted to the board

and was admitted in evidence snd marked “Exhibit 33.) _

The board informed the witness tlut he wis privileged to make any
further stotemsnt covering unything relating to the subject matter of the . .
investigntion which he thought should be & matter of record in connection Coe
therewith, which had mot bsen fully brought out by the previous e
questioning, : :

The witness stated thet he hud nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned and resumed his seat us recorder.

The investigation was finlghed, :11 partles thereto withdrawing.

After full and mature deliberatlon, the bcard finds as followat
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- €rthe non~rigid airship L-8 was perfcrming

1. Coméetent Orders -~Th&
a routine patrol under competent orders with Lieutsnant E. DeWitt Cody,

U.8.K., scting as pllot und Ensign Charles Ellls Adams as passenger.

. 2
2. Alrworthiness and Equipment.—-Thut the L-8 took off from Trensure
Islond, 8an Fruncisco, California, -t 0603, August 16, 1942, being then
alrworthy and adequately equipped for the dcaignated mission.

3. Pllot Competenoy.--That the pilot was In all respects compstent

4. Weather conditions.—-That the weather during thls flight was
favorable. : .

r

5. Known Qovenents under control.--that the L-8 was under control, in
.radlo communication with shors, .nd reported that she wae investigating )
a susplelous slick about four (4) miles Southezst of the Farallons Ialands

at 0738 of August-16, 1942,

That at about 0742 the 1-8 dropped two lloat-lights in the vielnity
of buoy F between the Farallone Ialands and San Fr.nolsco liarbor Eatrance, PR
and mansuvered low over these lights uwntil about 0815, oA

6. Luter Movements.-~That thereafter until about 1115, the exact ';_¢f¥
movoemeuts of the -8 and the conditiqna aboard her are unknown. S

7+ Grounding --That at mbout 1115 the L-8 drifted in from ses in the
vieinity of Fort Funston unmanped, purtially deflated, engines stoppsd, and oo
nith door open, grounding gently once near the beach and aguin nearby. A
That on the sscond grounding, one depth bomb was knooked off, lightening 3
her so that phe rose and drifted to Daly City, California where she finally . i
grounded cnd deflated as a repult of tsuring her bag on a power pole, CE

8. Items Missing.-- That at final grcunding, the pllot and passenger,
. two 1life-jackets, two [loat-lights, one bomb (later rcaovered), and about aixty
yer gent (60f) of her originel fuel supply were the only items missing.

9. Disposable Weight Remalning.—That at firat grounding approximately
cne thousand (1000) pounds of readily disposable wiehgt, including fuel
sufflclent for approximately four (4) hours' normsl flight remained aboard.

10. Observed at final grounding.--That at final grounding (a) both
engines had stopped prior to first contact with the ground; (b) All
ignition switches were turned to Mot position; (c) Fuel valves were
turned to allow flow of fuel to carburetors, and sufficlent fuel remained
for four {4) hours at cruleing speed; (d) Radio motor-generstor was turning -
over; (e) Radlo trunsmitter tnd receiver switches were turned on, as was
the switch-to the Bogen Hallerj (f) the battery was nearing complate dis-
charge; (g} The helium valve, the uir valves, and the rip panel were intact)
(h} The port air damper was open as for automatic operation; (1) The car
door was latched fully open and (j) The weighted brief-oase and restricted
publications therein were intaot and in their original position at take-off.

1l. Conditions at later examinstion,--That subsequent examinution and
tast showed all engines, engino ncocessories, radio eguipment, Instruments
and flight controls to be in normal operating. condition. That there had
been no fire, no submarsion, and that nc misale had struck the 1-8.

4
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12, Mo misconduct.- £Lt iere 1o no evidence of any violatlon of

orders or instruoticns, nor of eny misconduct by the plliot, passenger or
_any ground peraonnel.

.13. Persons missing.—-Thut the pilot, Lt. Fronest DeWilti Cody, U.S. .
Novy cnd the passenger, Ensign (T) Charles Fllis Adema, U.8. Navy are '
and have been missing eince prior to the return of the eircraft to shore.

14. No oivilians injured.--That thers was no injury to any person on

the ground as a result of this flight or gsubsequent grounding.
OPINION

-1, That no resson has been adduced forthe fact that the pilot
and passenger are missing. {a} Careful analyasis of the evidenoe indicates
no reason for voluntary ubandonment of the airship, since there was no -
snemy attagk, fire, struotural failure, atreas of weather, or loss of
control., Engloe failure, if i% cocurred, would huve provided po such
reason since disposable welghts aboard were adequate to pormlt free

ballooning to & gafe landing. .
{b) The Board tharefore believes that

abandonment was involutary. Doubts us to fastening of the safety lock
st take-off, and adequacy of the latoh puggest the possibility that the .
latoh wight have boen released sccidentilly, permitting the pazsenger to
£all out. The two float lights dropped, the rapld muneuvers of the .
nirship close to the water, and the two missing 1ifa-belts might well
indicate an attempt on the. part of the pilot to mark the spot where his
peroenper floated, to provide him mith temporary asslistance, and to recover
him from the water. The presenocs of all parachutes rules out abandonzent
at any conslderable altitude, and fallure to wae the rudio or the 1ife-
raft might indicate thut the pilot hoped to recover hls passenger very
quickly. The faot that both engines were stopped might be explained
by the pilotts attempt to slow the airashlp while hending into a very
1light breeze. The cpen door latched fully forward, the microphone and
radio head-set hanging out the door lend credence to this theory. In .
such an attempt the pilot might himeslf have gone overboard. oo
e (o) Ruturul physical laws would then have ”
cauged the unmannad sirship, relieved of the weight of its ocococupants, to
rise beyond pressure helght, valve some helium, partlially deflate, descend,
and drift ashore with the wind. The losas of one bomb near Fort Funston - -
1ightened her suffiolently to allow one final rise during which she e
drifted to her final landing at Daly City. , A
(d) o other adequate explanation offers e
iteelf for the abandonment of un airworthy asirship in the absence of [ire
or other casualty, nor does any other theory explain failure to use the
‘radlo. Nor is any satisfactory reusdn found for failure of surface
vessels to sight the two men in the water, or their inadility to muks their
way to some nearby ship, assisted by their life-jacksts, unless the latter
‘failed, or some further accidsnt ocourrsd after thoy fell from the sirship.

2. That no'responsibility. can be fixed therefore; that thers ilsino,
evidencs ol :misconduct; and that no further tctlon 1s recommended.

’
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3. That the damages to the alrship L-8 consisted of multlple tears .
and outs in the envelops, minor damage to the car, engines and control : a0
gurfaces. That the cost of repair will total approximately Twelve EEPN
Thousand Five Hundred {#2,500) Dollars providing & new envelops ls not . e
required. That should a new envelope be required, the oost is estimated .
to be Thirty-Three Thousand Dive Hundred ($33,500) Dollars. That the
time required to return the L-8 %o pervice, using spare envelope and
engines, would be fifteen (15) days. ' . '

4. That the damages to privats and gorporate property dre estimated . : b
to be (a) to power 1ines of the Paciflo Gaa.ond Electric Company, Seventy- L

- Eight Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents (878.62), (b) to telephone “1ines of the '

. pacific Telephons and Telegraph Company, lees than Ten Dollars (%$10.00),

" and (o) to other property owners, negilgible and no o{ulg\;nt&oiputod.

Franols B. Connell,
DE-¥(C) Commender, United States
NHaval Reserve,

. senior member.

Xarl L. Lange,
Commander, A-V(0), United States
Naval Reservs,
member.,

Volney C. Finoh,
Lisutenant Commander, U. 8. Eavy (Ret),
member.

The racord of procesdings of the {pinth day of the lnvestligation was
read and approved, the board being cleared during the reeding of so much
thereof as pertuins to the proceedings in cleared cocurt, and the board
having finished the investigation, adjourned to await the aoctlion of the
convening authority. ‘ .

\’ . | 4

Franois B. Connell, C , R
Commander, DE-¥(G), U. 8. Raval -
Resexrve, senior msmber.

Cuthbert B. Currie, _
Lieutenant (3.g.), I-V(sS), U. 8. o
Noval Reserve,
recorder.






